
THE NEW SOLAR-HEATED POOL: The city government is in the process of evaluating 
the status of the newly rehabilitated Olympic-sized swimming pool at the Baguio Athletic 
Bowl compound to ensure all systems are working for its eventual full blast operation any-
time according to City Administrator Bonifacio dela Peña./@pio.baguio
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BAGUIO CITY – Dengue 
fever cases in the city have 

risen by 61 percent with 474 
recorded cases, four of whom 
died, from Jan. 1 to Sept. 9 as 
against 294 cases listed during 
the same period last year.

City Epidemiology and 
Surveillance Unit (CESU) 
Head and Dengue Program 
Coordinator Dr. Donnabel 
Tubera said the first fatality 
was an 81-year old man from 
East Modernsite barangay 
who died a day after being 
admitted at the SLU Hospital 
of the Sacred Heart last May.

Second was a 62-year old 
male from Manuel A. Roxas 
who passed away May 1 four 
days after admission at the 
Baguio General Hospital and 
Medical Center.

The other two were a 
54-year old female from 
Holyghost Proper who 

perished last Aug. 2 after a 
day of hospitalization at the 
BGH and a nine-year old male 
from Irisan barangay who 
died Sept. 1 after ten days of 
confinement also at the BGH.

The age of the patients 
range from 21 days old to 88 
years old with median of 24 
years.  Majority (54.9 percent) 
of cases are males.

Clustering of cases was 
also noted in 17 barangays 
namely ABCR, Pinsao Proper, 
Loakan Proper, Camp 7, Hon-
eymoon-Holyghost, Asin 
Road, Bakakeng Central, St. 
Joseph Village, Irisan, San 
Luis Village, Liwanag-Loakan, 
Holyghost Ext., Middle Rock 
Quarry, Aurora Hill Proper, 
Dontogan,  Lopez Jaena and 
Sto. Tomas Proper.

Tubera said the number of 
cases have started to decline 
b a s e d Cont. on page 3
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BAGUIO'S PRIDE: City officials headed by Mayor Benjamin Magalong and Vice 
Mayor Faustino Olowan present a City Council Resolution numbered 231 to MMA 
warriors Lito "Thunder Kid" Adiwang of Team Lakay, Dave "Kintas" Banguigui 
of Fight Corps MMA and Ismael Bandiwan of Team Torogi for recognizing their 
respective feats on One Warrior, an auxillary of the famous One Championship 
mixed martial arts international competition held recently in Kallang, Singapore. 
- By Bong Cayabyab

LTO helps in easing Baguio 
traffic jams
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Cordillera office of 
the Land Transporta-
tion Office (LTO-CAR) 
assured the city gov-
ernment it will help 
address the worsening 
traffic congestions in the 
different parts of the city 
by starting such initiative 
in their own compound.

LTO-CAR regional 
director Francis Ray 
Almora said one of the 
priorities of his office is 
to relocate the inspection 
area of motor vehicles 
subject of registration or 
renewal of registration to 
a portion of its impound-
ing area in nearby Beckel, 
La Trinidad, Benguet so 
that no vehicles will be 
parked along Leonard 
Wood road and the road 
leading to its compound 
that contribute in the 
traffic congestion in the 
area.

He said the portion of 
the agency’s impound-
ing area will have to 
be graveled first to 
prevent motor vehicles 
from being stalled in 
the muddy portion of 
the property, especially 
during the rainy season.

“We want to con-
tribute in the efforts of 
the city government 

to significantly 
improve the flow 

of traffic along roads 
in the different parts of 
the city thus we decided 
to transfer our inspec-
tion area to a portion of 
our impounding area in 
Beckel to prevent motor 
vehicles from lining up 
along Leonard Wood 
Road and the road 
leading to our compound 
which contribute to the 
daily traffic woes of our 
motorists,” Director 
Almora stressed.

The LTO-CAR official 
explained that instead 
of being apprehend-
ed and fined for illegal 
parking and obstruc-
tion, especially that the 
fine for such violations 
had been significant-
ly increased by the city, 
motorists will have to 
sacrifice their time and 
resources to have their 
vehicles inspected in a 
more convenient area 
even outside the city for 
the required processes 
prior to registration or 
renewal of registration.

According to him, 
the use of a portion of 
the agency’s impound-
ing area in Beckel for 
inspection and stencil-
ing will be announced 
the soonest after all 
the ongoing gravelling 
works shall have been 

completed.
He added the agency’s 

decision to transfer 
its inspection area to 
Beckel, La Trinidad, 
Benguet is in response 
to the repeated appeal of 
the city government for 
concerned government 
agencies, motor vehicle 
owners, business estab-
lishments, among other 
sectors, to take initiatives 
to improve the traffic 
flow around the city.

Almora appealed to 
motor vehicles applying 
for the renewal of the reg-
istration of their motor 
vehicles to cooperate 
with the eventual relo-
cation of the inspection 
and stenciling area to 
Beckel as its impound-
ing area has been iden-
tified as the most feasible 
site for the said purpose 
because of the presence 
of a sufficient area for 
parking.

The LTO registration 
office is located in Pacdal, 
Baguio City within the 
property of the Depart-
ment of Information and 
Communication Tech-
nology (DICT) where 
the use of the property 
has been a subject of a 
deed of usufruct.

He assured motor 
vehicle owners that LTO 
personnel will render 

Spaghetti wires now 
being addressed
BAGUIO CITY – 

The long-standing 
problem on the perilous 
and unsightly public 
utility “spaghetti wires” 
is now being effectively 

addressed.
City Administrator 

Bonifacio Dela Pena 
reported to the Man-
agement Committee 
(Mancom) meeting with 

Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong last 
Sept. 10 the visibly 

improved condition of 
the utility cables along 
Magsaysay Avenue owing 
to the round-the-clock 
work being rendered by 
the telecommunication 
and utility companies 
led by the Benguet 
Electric Cooperative Inc. 
(BENECO).

Dela Pena assessed that 
the spaghetti wire fixing 
project which covers the 
whole stretch of Magsasay 
Avenue up to Session 
Road has attained a 60 
percent completion. 

The city earlier gave the 
companies until Sept. 7 to 
fix the problem but agreed 
to extend the deadline 
for another week 

because of the continuing 
rains that pose danger and 
hamper the fast-tracking 
job.

The companies adopted 
the one-pole policy where 
BENECO puts up 70-foot 
poles to which other 
utility companies will 
connect under joint pole 
agreements. 

The same scheme will 
also be applied in other 
areas of the city where 
dangling wires serve as 
eyesores and fire and 
accident hazards.

Dela Pena said allow-
ances will be given to 
companies asking for 
more time to comply due 
to the high costs and ina-
vailability of materials 
needed and pending 
upgrading projects 
involving contracts with 

Improvements noted in night 
market as inspections continue
BAGUIO CITY – 

Improvements have 
been observed in the city’s 
night market operations 
with the introduction of 
sanitation and safety facil-
ities earlier required of the 
1,067 vendors with slots at 
the lucrative business and 
tourist hub.

City Administrator 
Bonifacio Dela Pena in 
the Sept. 10 Management 
Committee (Mancom) 
m e e t i n g  r e p o r t e d 

to Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong that the stall 
grantees have started to 
comply with the require-
ments set by the City 
Health Services Office 
under Dr. Rowena Galpo 
and the city in general.

He said that per inspec-
tion done, 12 units of 
portable lavatory with 
faucet are regularly 
installed to ensure clean-
liness especially for stalls 
serving food, one of the 
favorite come-ons of the 
operation.

They have also provided 
fire extinguishers of one 
unit per four stalls as a 
safeguard against fire.

Dela Pena noted that 
the food stalls have 
installed canopies with 
uniform color that made 
their lot presentable.

He said that in the next 
two weeks they expect 

other stalls to follow suit 
and adopt canopy color 
coding that would distin-
guish their products from 
one another.

The city earlier decided 
to adopt a status quo 
on the night market 
activity with the mayor 
appealing to the Depart-
ment of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) 
to allow the continued use 
of the 500-meter portion 
of Harrison Road despite 
the department’s earlier 
notice for them to vacate 
the public thoroughfare.

Dela Pena said that 
the improvement of the 
night market is part of 
the 15-point core agenda 
of the city government.

City market superin-
tendent Fernando Ragma 
earlier said the night 
market operation has been 
contributing around P1.5 
million monthly to the 
city coffers.

It has also evolved into 
one of the favorite tourist 
attractions in the city.

The operations began in 
the City in 2010 with the 
intention to help itinerant 
vendors displaced when 
the city banned selling at 
the sidewalks and other 
unauthorized places and 
curb illegal vending alto-
gether./Aileen P. Refuerzo

clients.
It will be recalled that 

the BENECO earlier 
submitted a proposal 
to relocate lines under-
ground as a permanent 
solution to the dangling 
wire problem.

The said proposal is 
now being studied by the 
city council./Aileen P. 
Refuerzo
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on previous data but remained menacing because of 
the deaths. 

Mayor Benjamin Magalong and City Health Officer 
Dr. Rowena Galpo reminded the public to continual-
ly observe anti-dengue measures particularly those 
contained in city’s Ordinance No. 66 series of 2016 or 
the “Anti-Dengue Ordinance of the City of Baguio.”

They also urged the observance of the Dept. of 
Health’s anti-dengue campaign ”Mag 4S Kontra Dengue 
(4 S: Search and destroy breeding places; Self-protec-
tion measures; Seek early consultation; and Support 
spraying to prevent impending diseases).”/Aileen P. 
Refuerzo

Dengue cases in Baguio...
from page 1

LTO helps in easing...
from page 2

quality service in any of their district offices around 
the region because the agency wants to significant 
improve its image and erase any negative impression 
made by the malpractices of some of their people 
in the service./Dexter A. See

Cordillera schools told to commemorate 
historic Mt. Data peace accord
LA  T R I N I DA D, 

Benguet - The Depart-
ment of Education – Cor-
dillera has directed all 
public and private schools 
in the region to conduct 
activities to commemo-
rate the 1986 Mount Data 
“Sipat” or Peace Accord 
every September 13.

DepEd – CAR Public 
Information Officer 
Georaloy Palao-ay said 
that in line with the cel-
ebration of September 
as National Peace Con-
sciousness Month, the 
DepEd issued Regional 
Memorandum No. 
282-2019 directing 
schools and DepEd 
offices to conduct activi-
ties to commemorate the 
importance of the historic 
event held at the Mount 
Data Hotel in Bauko, 
Mountain Province on 
September 13, 1986.

 “September 13 should 
not only be another 
non-working holiday, 
instead this is a day 
when Cordillerans par-
ticularly students should 
reflect and learn from 
history most especially 
the importance of the Mt. 
Data Sipat,” Palao-ay said.

Since  last  year, 
September 13, has been 
declared by President 
Rodrigo Duterte as a 
special non-working 
holiday throughout the 
Cordillera Administra-

tive Region (CAR) to 
commemorate the Mt.  
Data peace accord, the   
first peace agreement 
signed in the history of 
the peace process in the 
country.

On September 13, 
1986, President Corazon 
C Aquino of the erstwhile 
revolutionary govern-
ment met with the Cor-
dillera Peoples Libera-
tion Army (CPLA) led 
by Fr. Conrado Balweg 
and the Cordillera 
Bodong Administration 
(CBA) led by Ama Mario 
Yag-ao at the Mount 
Data Hotel in Mountain 
Province for the forging 
of a peace agreement 
known as “Sipat” for the 
laying down of arms and 
cessation of hostilities 
between the government 
forces and the CPLA.

For the symbolic 
exchange of peace tokens, 
Aquino gave a rifle, a 
rosary, and a bible and 
from the CPLA, a shield, 
spear, head ax and bolo.

The CPLA and its 
political wing, the CBA 
had split up with the New 
People’s Army.  

The agreement between 
the two parties paved the 
way for the government’s 
recognition of the aspi-
rations for the establish-
ment of an autonomous 
region for the Cordillera 
resulting to the issuance 

of Executive Order 220 
creating the Cordillera 
Administrative Region 
as a transition towards 
autonomous region.

Palao-ay said that 
the commemoration of 
the Mount Data Sipat 
will also instill in the 
minds of the learners the 
greatness of the Filipino 
race, the legacy of their 
local heroes and the ideals 
of their nationhood and 
also reawaken their sense 
of responsibility and 
patriotic commitment 
to truly demonstrate the 
spirit of heroism, patrio-
tism, nationalism, unity 
and regional identity.

Schools are encour-
aged to carry out activi-
ties such as the conduct 
of information, education 
and communication 
campaign on Regional 
Autonomy which can 
be coordinated with 
the Social Preparation 
of CAR into an Auton-
omous Region of the 
Regional Development 
Council for students to 
learn, understand and 
appreciate Cordillera 
history and the impor-
tance of the pursuit of 
Cordillera autonomy.

Other activities that 
could be done until the 
end of September include 
the conduct of inter-
school quiz bee, essay 
writing, poster making, 
storytelling debate and 
oratorical contests and 
the organizing of a simple 
campus program to be 
participate in the learners 
and to be spearheaded by 
the social studies depart-
ment with the putting up 
of bulletin board within 
the campus and display 
any informative materials 
concerning the commem-
orative event.

Teachers are also 
encouraged to integrate 
in the classroom discus-
sion the historic event in 
the subjects being taught 
to student such as Araling 
Panlipunan, Edukasyong 
Pagpapahala, HEKASI, 
MAPEH, Filipino and 
English. (JDP/RMC- PIA 
CAR)

CAR still hopeful to 
get autonomy
TA B U K  C I T Y, 

Kalinga-- The call 
for the autonomy of the 
Cordillera Administra-
tive Region (CAR) still 
continues 33 years after 
the Cordillera Bodong 
Association-Cordillera 
Peoples Liberation Army 
(CBA-CPLA) and the 
government exchanged 
tokens for a peace accord 
where the declaration of 
self-determination is the 
primary condition.

"Let us not waste what 
our forefathers planted, 
this is our right as CPLA 
and Cordilleran. Let us 
care and continue to push 
for autonomy,” said Abra 
vice Governor Ronald 
Balao-as in his speech 
during the 33rd “Sipat” 
anniversary celebration 
program on Friday here.

The event was attended 
by local government 
officials, regional line 
agency heads and rep-
resentatives and around 
200 commanders and 
members of the CPLA.

Balao-as is also the 

chairman of the Unified 
CPLA.

He said Kalinga Rep. 
Allen Jesse Mangaoang 
is finalizing the draft bill 
for the Cordillera Organic 
Law (COL), which the 
region’s voters will ratify.

On September 13, 1996, 
the peace accord, locally 
known as the “Sipat” 
or exchange of tokens 
with the government, 
represented by former 
president Corazon “Cory” 
Aquino, was done with the 
CPLA, a New People’s 
Army (NPA) break-away 
group led by former 
rebel priest Conrado “Ka 
Ambo” Balweg at Mt. Data 
Hotel in Bauko, Mountain 
Province.

"Because of 'Sipat', 
we made an impression 
in the Filipino nation, 
reminding that there is 
still unfinished business 
in the peace agreement 
between the government 
and the Cordillera. In 
the history of the peace 
process in the Philippines, 
the Mt. Data is the second 

peace accord entered by 
the government,” he said.

“ We  h av e  b e e n 
clamoring for autonomy, 
33 years have passed but 
we have not yet received 
our autonomy. We were 
given the administrative 
region as a start to prepare 
us, but 33 years after, 
where is it now?” he said.

With the peace accord 
between Cory and Balweg 
in 1986, the CBA-CPLA 
submitted a 26-point 
demand, which the gov-
ernment adhered to.

In an interview with 
Philippine News Agency 
(PNA) in Baguio City 
on Thursday, Sadanga, 
Mountain Province 
Mayor Gabino Ganggan-
gan, one of the secretari-
at during the 1986 peace 
accord, said the 26-point 
demand is summarized 
in the region’s continuing 
clamor for autonomy.

The call for the Cordil-
lera’s self-determination is 
a recognition of its right 
of the indigenous people 
to its land and resources 
and to manage itself based 
on legal grounds./Jesse 
Maguiya (PNA)

City to embark on digital 
transformation
BAGUIO CITY – The 

local government will 
embark on digital trans-
formation to cope with 
the advancement of infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology as part 
of the efforts of the city 
to achieve the present 
administration’s 15-point 
agenda particularly in 
speeding up government 
action.

Mayor  B e nj am i n 
Magalong ordered an 
assessment and evalua-
tion of the local govern-
ment’s internet connectiv-
ity to be undertaken by a 
third party to ascertain 
the aspects which need 
improvement to achieve 
the projected digital trans-
formation in the city.

 He stressed the need 
for the city government 
to be at par with other 
highly urbanized cities 
in internet connectivi-

ty to speed up the trans-
actions in the different 
offices for the delivery 
of quality services to the 
people from all walks 
of life.             The city 
chief executive gave the 
city’s technical people 
from the Management 
Information Technical 
Division under the City 
Budget Office ample time 
to do an inventory of 
the internet connectivi-
ty in the different offices, 
the different service 
providers, the internet 
speed being provided 
to the city, among other 
aspects of connectivity 
so that policy makers and 
decision makers will be 
guided on what actions to 
take in achieving the goal 
of digital transformation 
in the city.

He also tasked Secretary 
to the Mayor Engr. Philip 
Puzon as the focal person 

for said project.
According to the mayor, 

it is important to convene 
the Local Zoning Board of 
Adjustments and Appeals 
(LZBAA) to possibly grant 
exemptions to telecom-
munication towers in the 
different parts of the city 
to improve the telecom 
providers’ signals and 
services by providing 
higher internet speeds 
for users, especially those 
living in remote areas in 
the city.

The mayor admitted 
having personally talked 
to Manuel V. Pangilinan 
on the alleged reports 
that telecommunica-
tion companies are not 
interested to expand 
their facilities in the city 
which was belied by the 
latter.  He said Pangilinan 
pointed to the problems 
being encountered by 
service providers such 
as the tedious require-
ments imposed by the city 



INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “… `Ipapangaral sa buong sanlibutan 
ang Magandang Balitang ito tungkol sa kaharian ng Diyos upang 
magsilbing patotoo sa lahat ng mga bansa. At saka darating ang wakas’…” 
(si Jesus, ang ating Diyos at Tagapagligtas, sa Mateo 24:14, Bibliya).

-ooo-

GULO SA AGAWAN NG MGA LUPA SA BANSA: Hindi ko alam 
kung paniniwalaan ng mga autoridad sa gobyernong Duterte lalo na ng 
mga nasa Philippine National Police ang mga naglalabasang mga ulat sa 
social media sa ngayon, lalo na sa Facebook, ukol sa mga pagkakagulong 
nagaganap sa maraming lugar sa bansa kung saan ang mga mahihirap 
ay puwersahang pinaaalis ng mga mayayaman o mga makapangyarihan.

Kasama sa mga ulat na ito ang pagbaril diumano ng mga private security 
guards sa mga taong lumalaban sa pagpapa-alis sa kanila sa isang isla sa 
West Philippine Sea, at ang pagsalakay din diumano ng mga armadong 
tao sa isang bayang nakaharap din sa nasabng karagatan at pagsira ng mga 
armado sa mga bahay ng mga mamamayan.

Sa mga ulat na ito, kapansin-pansin ang mga taong nasa likod ng mga 
karahasan laban sa mga maliliit at mahihirap nating mga kababayan. Hindi 
ordinaryong tao lamang ang mga nagpapa-alis. Kaya nilang magbayad 
ng mga armadong guwardiya, kaya nilang pigilan ang pagkilos ng mga 
kapulisan o ng iba pang mga autoridad. In short, mayayaman ang mga 
nagpapaals na ito, o di kaya naman ay makapangyarihan.

-ooo-

LINDOL SA BIYERNES 13: Habang isinusulat ko ang kolum na 
ito noong Biyernes, alas 4 ng hapon, Setyembre 13, 2019, dalawang 
halos magkasunod na lindol ang yumanig sa lugar sa Teachers Village, 
Diliman, Quezon City, sa punong-tanggapan ng BATAS, o Buklod ng mga 
Abogadong Tagapagtaguyod ng Adhikaing Sambayanan.

Ayon sa Philippine Institute of Volcanology (PHIVOLCS), ang lindol ay 
tectonic, o yung pagyanig ng lupa. Ang sentro nito ay tumama sa Burdeos, 
Quezon, na may lakas na Intenisty 5. Ganap na alas 4:30 ng hapon ko ito 
naramdaman. Noong alas 5:18 naman ng hapon, yumanig ulit sa Quezon 
City.

Sa mga ulat sa radyo at social media, nakita natin ang pagkakagulong 
dulot ng dalawang lindol na ito. Naglabasan ang mga kawani ng isang 
radio company dito din sa Quezon City, huminto ang biyahe ng LRT at 
MRT, nagkatakutan na naman ang maraming taga Metro Manila, at mga 
kalapit na lalawigan.

-ooo-

Was it right or wrong for Presidential Spokesperson Salvador Panelo to 
forward the written plea for clemency of convicted rapist-murderer Antonio 
Sanchez to the Board of Pardons and Parole (BPP)? Was Senator Bato 
dela Rosa right or wrong in claiming that it’s acceptable for policemen 
to accept gifts?

These recent controversies have sparked public debates about what is 
proper and improper behavior in and outside of government.

In this piece, I argue that what is proper and improper behavior in 
government and in society depends to a large extent on our understanding 
of what should be considered “public,” “private” and when the public and 
the private should be linked or de-linked.

I further argue that many of the problems that we face in Philippine 
society today have to do with our fragmented – and oftentimes convoluted 
– understanding of these concepts.

Mandates and favors

Panelo has been insisting that he did nothing wrong when he forwarded 
the written plea of the family of the convicted Sanchez to the BPP because 
this was just standard practice. Panelo claimed that Sanchez’s letter was 

just one of the many letters that his office 
often forwards to other government 
agencies. No less than President Rodrigo 

Duterte supported this claim, saying that Panelo did the right thing to send 
the letter to “the proper entity.”

The elephant in the room is the fact that Secretary Panelo is the 
President’s spokesperson and Chief Legal Counsel. Spokespersons are 
supposed to work with the political communications team, not the BPP.

What Panelo did then was a favor, not a mandated task. That he was 
a former lawyer aiding a former client beyond his mandate clearly puts 
himself in a conflict-of-interest situation. That he apparently forwarded the 
letter of just one convict and not all possible convicts already smacks of 
favoritism or of doing someone a favor. But nobody seems to be pointing 
this out. For many Filipinos, it is a trivial thing: “Wala ‘yun. Maliit na 
bagay ‘yun.”

The Panelo incident is not the only time that we see the blurring of the 
line between “mandates” and “favors.”

When Senator Bong Go insists that it is alright for him to continue his 
stint as the President’s close-in aide even now that he is a senator, he is 
actually doing the President (and I guess, himself) a favor and not fulfilling 
any mandate.

When Senator Bato dela Rosa says gifts to policemen are acceptable, 
he is actually undermining the principle that people need not be grateful 
to policemen in that way because that’s what taxes are already for: public 
safety and protection.

The basic difference between a favor and a mandate is that the former 
can be withheld while the latter must be fulfilled. The idea of gift-giving 
suggests that only those who can give gifts can be secured. This is the seed 
upon which corruption often grows.

Public office as family enterprise

Right after the 2019 elections, pictures of “empty” public offices vacated 
by losing candidates immediately started circulating in mainstream and 
social media. The images of public offices stripped of property because 
these were supposedly “personal” property illustrate the erroneous concept 
that people can treat public property as personal belongings.

Obviously, what is public is what is paid for by taxpayers’ money and 
what is private is what is paid for by private individuals or 
entities. One can understand if a losing mayor brings home his/
her personal effects, but to strip an office of all supplies and 
all property is clearly a breach of one’s 
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City  e-mail: linisgobyerno@yahoo.com website: 
www.linisgobyerno.org
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mandate.
The overreach of “the personal/the private” 

is so deeply embedded in our political culture 
that we can no longer seem to imagine having 
alternatives to political dynasties. The very notion 
of a political dynasty suggests an overreach of 
“the personal” and thereby the distortion of “the 
public.” (See map of major political clans after 
the 2019 elections)

A public office should not be viewed as a family 
enterprise because viewing it as such undermines 
the democratic principle of political equality: 
everyone has a right to vote and to compete for 
public office. Nobody is deemed entitled to any 
public office. Nobody is supposed to “own” any 
public office.

Another example of how convoluted the 
Filipinos’ sense of the public-private divide is the 
notion that President Duterte is a father (Tatay 
Digong). Many would dismiss this as part of 
“Filipino culture,” a sign of respect for our elders, 
but this is in reality an aberration from the concept 
of accountability.

We are not supposed to view our politicians as 
our fathers because in families, fathers often can 
do no wrong. In politics, a politician can make a 
mistake or commit a crime that is unforgivable. 
To treat our politicians as relatives is regressive, 
not progressive. No one can be a father to more 
than 100 million people.

The sacred versus the secular

By: Sen. Leila De Lima

On Duterte’s remarks blaming me and 
Roxas for alleged vague GCTA rules

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

Mr. Duterte’s logic (why he is blaming Sec. 
Mar and me) goes: Your IRR does not say that 
my people CANNOT release convicts who have 
committed heinous crimes. So they release them. 
Why fault us? Fault them (Sec. Mar and me)!

This argument hides the reason for the 
questionable releases: BuCor and prison 
corruption. Regardless of the nature of the 
crime committed, the law and the IRR require 
that the persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) meet 
the stringent standards and screening process for 
GCTA. The questions should be: do the prison 
records of the released and almost released 
heinous crime convicts support the grant of 
GCTA, thus meriting their early release? Did 
they even go through the process mandated under 
the law, the IRR and the BuCor manual on the 
GCTA? Did the Management, Screening and 
Evaluation Committee (MSEC) created under 
the IRR do its job faithfully?

If not, then anomalies and corruption are the 
real cause of this whole controversy, not the law, 
not the IRR.

oOo

On the swift approval at the House Committee 
level of the President’s intel funds

Where in the Constitution does it state that 
Congress cannot exercise its oversight function 
over the Intelligence Funds of the President? 
Why is the House of Representatives allowing 
this so-called tradition of “courtesy” to prevail 
over public scrutiny? Considering how bloated 
the budget is, all the more the President has to 
justify this amount.

This P4.5 billion budget of President Duterte 
for Confidential, Intelligence and Extraordinary 
(CIE) funds is already suspicious as it is. This is 
way too much for an office, which already has 
direct control over institutions that are mandated 
to gather information in relation to national 
security. There is no sense for an executive 
office to ask for the highest confidential and 
intelligence funding than any other security and 
law enforcement agency in the government.

The continuing attacks and fabricated 
accusations in the past three years against the 
opposition, myself included, casts a shadow of 
doubt on how the President would use this budget. 
For what it’s worth, intel funds under President 
Duterte has only resulted in rubbish matrices, 
with the sole purpose of 

LINDOL, TANDA NG PAPALAPIT NA 
WAKAS NG MUNDO: Kakatwang sa kabila 
ng galing at husay na ng mga tao sa ngayon ay 
wala pang naiimbentong magsasabi kung may 
magaganap na lindol. Natatantiya na natin kung 
may ulan o bagyo, pero wala tayong kakayahan 
upang sabihin na may paparating na lindol.

Nakakapagtaka ito, di ba? Magkaganunman, 
sa Bibliya, may pagpapahayag kung kailan 
magaganap ang mga lindol. Batay sa mga 
Salita ng Panginoong Jesus, ang ating Diyos 
at Tagapagligtas na Siyang Diyos Ama, Anak, 
at Espiritu Santo, magaganap ang maraming 
paglindol pag malapit ng magwakas ang daigdig 
na ito.

Sabi ni Jesus, ang pagkakaroon ng lindol sa 
iba’t ibang dako ay tanda na malapit ng matapos 
ang ating planeta. Tila nagaganap na ang mga 
paglindol na ito sa ngayon, pero may isang bagay 
pala na dapat munang maganap bago tuluyang 
mawasak ang daigdig. Ano ito? Basahin po sa 
Mateo 24:14.

-ooo-

REAKSIYON? Tawag po sa 0977 805 
9058, 0918 574 0193, 0933 8251308 o sa aking 
Messenger account sa Facebook: Melanio Lazo 
Mauricio Jr. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.
com, mmauriciojr111@gmail.com. Maaari din 
po kayong mag-post ng inyong mga reaksiyon 
sa aking Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
attybatas.

Kakampi mo ang batas
from page 4

Another “standard practice” is when senators 
and congresspersons invoke Catholic teachings to 
assail public policies that run counter to Catholic 
Church teachings. When they do this, they are 
actually going beyond their mandates and, in fact, 
are abusing them to favor their church.

This is not to say that the Catholic Church may 
not hold or express views on public policies. Any 
church has the right to express its views in public 
and to participate in public discourse.

Public officials, however, should not be guided 
primarily by their personal religious faiths 
when crafting public policy, because said policy 
is supposed to be for everyone. That is what 
having a secular state entails (as stipulated in 
the Philippine Constitution). Public officials can 
of course be informed by their religion, but they 
cannot impose said religion on policy because 
policy is meant to be inclusive.

Whenever this kind of secular argument is 
made, a counter-argument is often given: that 
the reason the government is corrupt is because 
it is devoid of (religious) values. This point is 
unacceptable because it neglects the fact that 
values already underpin laws and that not one 
religion has the monopoly of what is right or 
wrong. Even in a country where majority are 
Catholics, government’s standpoint should be 
that not everyone is Catholic and there is nothing 
wrong with that. The metric for a sound public 
policy should be what works for everyone.

The blurring of the public and the private and 
the sacred and the secular has been happening 
not only in government but even in our social 
institutions. In our public schools we see teachers 
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By: Cordillera Peoples Alliance
Commemoration of the 1986 Mt. Data Sipat is 

a mockery to the Cordillera peoples’ struggle and 
a deplorable act of historical revisionism

The Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) strongly 
denounces the activities of the Cordillera Peoples 
Liberation Army (CPLA) in Baguio City today to 
commemorate the September 13, 1987 Mount 
Data Peace Accord (Mt. Data Sipat) between 
former President Cory Aquino and the CPLAby 
virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 575 by the 
Duterte regime. Such activities should never have 
been allowed,as CPLA has been declared persona 
non grata by the Baguio City Council in 1999. 

CPA reiterates anew its position against the 
commemoration of the Mt. Data Sipat, whichis 
an insult to the Cordillera peoples’ struggle for 
regionalization, genuine self determination and 
the Cordillera indigenous socio-political practice 
of Bodong (peace pact). Commemorating the 
1986 Mt. Data Sipatis a deplorable historical mis-
information and revisionism committed by the 
Duterte regime in complicity with the Cordillera 
Peoples Liberation Army. 

The so-called Sipat Peace Accord which was 
held in Mt. Data, Bauko, Mountain Province was 
also a mockery of the sipat as a revered practice of 
the bodong system. This has long been exposed 
as a sham and totally unacceptable, as only 
binodngan tribes engage in sipat. It was only 
done to symbolize then President Cory Aquino’s 
embrace of the CPLA. It was not a symbol of 
unity between the Cordillera people and the Cory 
Aquino government. Thus, there is no basis to 
declare September 13 as holiday because the 1986 
Mt. Data Sipat does not deserve to be commem-
orated but must instead be condemned.

The 1986 Mt. Data SipatPeace Accord did not 
create the regionalization of the Cordillera. 

The movement for the regionalization of the 
Cordillera towards regional autonomy has been 
led by the Cordillera Peoples Alliance since its 
establishment in 1984. It was an assertion of the 
right to self determination 

Setting the record straight
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praying even if public schools, by virtue of their 
being public entities, are expected to implement 
the state policy of the separation of the church 
and the state.

More notions to discuss

There are many other facets and notions of the 
public, the private, and the public-private divide.

The Gretchen Diez case, for example, brings to 
light the question of inclusivity of public spaces. 
This case, however, needs a separate articulation 
because it is embedded in the entire discourse of 
the personal being political.

There is also that issue of privatization – when 
public goods are being provided by private 
corporations and the lines between public service 
and profit get blurred. The recent water shortage 
controversy also needs proper articulation. Where 
public goods are concerned, should citizens really 
be treated as costumers?

Finally, there is that notion of the public as 
“everybody,” the notion that the community/
nation is important, not just the individual. 
Filipinos can’t seem to get this right. A glaring 
piece of evidence is traffic. Motorists always 
think that only they have the right to the road – not 
the cyclists or the pedestrians. We just can’t seem 
to get this: everyone has the right to the road.

Indeed, many notions of the public, the 
private, and the public-private divide need to be 
discussed. But first, let’s resolve that Panelo case: 
that was a favor, not a mandate. – Rappler.com

Carmel V. Abao is an assistant professor of the 
Department of Political Science of Ateneo de 
Manila University.

SALE OF PUBLIC LAND
Notice is hereby given that the Patent and Deeds, DENR-CAR at PENRO Benguet, Wangal, La 

Trinidad, Benguet will sell through oral bidding at exactly 10 o’clock (10:00) A.M. on December 23, 2019 
the tract of land described below:

Location:    Res. Sec. “L”, Irisan, Baguio City
Description:    RESIDENTIAL LAND
Area:    232 Square Meters
Appraised Value of Land:   Php1,775.00 per square meter
Improvements:   Php 1,950,000.00
Reference:    TSA 131102-2230
   HILARIO REGNER DIOQUINO
No bid shall be accepted that does not equal at least two-thirds (2/3) of the appraised value of the 

land. In order that a person may be entitled to participate in the bidding, he must, before the commence-
ment thereof, make a deposit of at least ten percent (10%) of his bid. A person bidding in representation 
of another may do so under a duly executed power-of-attorney and presentation of any authorized identi-
fication card. During the bidding, the bidder has to make an additional deposit every time his bid is raised 
to complete the 10% of his raised bid; otherwise, such bid as raised shall not be accepted. The chairman 
of the Bidding Committee reserves the right to reject any or all bids. Only deposits in cash, postal money 
order, certified check, cashier’s check and manager’s check can be accepted. 

All persons interested to participate in the scheduled public auction sale shall submit pre-qualification 
requirements and subjected to pre-qualification screening on or before fifteen (15) days prior to the day 
of the auction sale as provided for under the provisions of DENR Memorandum Circular No. 2007-11, 
series of 2007. 

Any bidder must possess all the qualifications and none of the disqualifications to acquire a parcel of 
land in consonance with the provisions of law; he or his spouse should no be an owner of any home lot 
within the City of Baguio; he must be equipped with a Certificate of No-Home lot to be secured at the City 
Assessor’s Office and a Voter’s I.D. (to verify citizen); marriage contract; and birth certificate, which ever 
is applicable to be presented to the Bidding Committee before the start of the bidding. non-compliance 
thereof will be an outright ground for disqualification of any interested bidder.

The successful bidder, if other than the applicant, shall reimburse the latter within a period of 120 
days from the date of bidding of the total value of the improvements, the expenses for the publication of 
the notice of auction sale and the survey cost of the land.

DENR-CAR, Wangal, La Trinidad, Benguet, Philippines ,18 JULY 2019.
(SGD) CARLOS S. ARIDA, SR., PHD

	 	 	 	 PENR	Officer
Aug. 17, 24, 31 & Sept 7, 14, 21, 2019

with Regional Autonomy as the appropriate 
political form. But when the Cordillera Peoples 
Liberation Army emerged in 1986, it coopted this 
political initiativeto ride on the popular clamor 
for Regionalization and Regional Autonomy. 

On April 29, 1986, CPA held a dialogue with 
then President Cory Aquinoin Malacañangfor 
the recognition of Cordillera indigenous peoples’ 
rights to ancestral lands and self determination. 
But Cory Aquino reneged her promises of support 
to the Cordillera mass movement and instead 
coddled the Cordillera Peoples Liberation Army 
starting with the Mt. Data Sipat. Despite this, the 
CPA has successfully lobbied the Constitutional 
Commission for the inclusion of provisions on 
ancestral land (Article VII, Section 5) and regional 
autonomy (Article X, Section 15) in the 1987 Phil-
ippine Constitution.

The regionalization of the Cordillerawas already 
realizable and inevitable with the momentum and 
popular push by the Cordillera mass movement. It 
was merely formalized by Cory Aquino through 
Executive Order 220 in 1987. 

No amount of revisionism can alter the history 
of CPLA with its notorious human rights record 
and terrorism.

The 1986 Mount Data Sipat led to the bloody 
human rights record and terrorism of the Cordil-
lera Peoples Liberation Army, with impunity. This 
is marked by the murder of Cordillera Peoples 

Setting the Record Straight
from page 5

Alliance officers Ama Daniel Ngayaan and Romy 
Gardo in 1987; Robert Estimada and Ferdinand 
Bragas in 1988; Ayangwa Claver, son of Atty. 
William “Billy” Claver who was the founding 
Chairperson of the CPA, in 1990; Christopher 
Batan in 1993; and many other victims in interior 
villages of the region. 

CPLA’s terrorism victimized progressive Cor-
dillera leaders and activists as well as organiza-
tions that criticized the narrow indigenist CPLA 
politics (formation of a “Cordillera nation” with 
the bodong system as its form of government) 
and the opportunism of its leaders. But amid the 
terrorism unleashed by the CPLA, the govern-
ment of Cory Aquino gave its all out support. 
Clearly, the deafening silence of the Cory Aquino 
regime and the succeeding regimes on CPLA 
atrocities manifest government complicity in 
such terrorism. 

In 1987, the Movement to Disband and Disarm 
the CPLA and other Vigilante Groups in the Cor-
dillera was formed. In 1988, the annual Cordil-
lera Day led by the Cordillera Peoples Alliance 
conducted a Peoples Tribunal on the CPLA, which 
declared the CPLA guilty of crimes and atroci-
ties against the Cordillera people. The peoples’ 
call for the disbandment of the CPLA continues 
up to this day.

Through the years, the CPLA has been discred-
ited and falling apart. A number of its members 
were integrated with the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines while some transformed into a socio-eco-
nomic group of the government.The CPLA should 
have long been disarmed and disbanded but 
impunity is allowing its continued existencesince 
they are not punished for their human rights 
atrocities. CPLA also becomes active whenused 
by the government in the implementation of its 
counter-insurgency program.

The Duterte regime is repeating the govern-
ment’s mistake of recognizingthe terrorist group 
CPLA.

The Duterte regime issued Proclamation 575 
in September 2018 declaring September 13 a 
special holiday to commemorate the Mt. Data 
Sipat despite the fact that the Mt. Data Sipat is 
not accepted by many Cordillera people. Why? 
There is no doubt the Duterte regime may use the 
CPLAas anotherinstrument in further heighten-
ingstate terrorism and tyranny in the Cordillera, 
and especially in itsimplementation of Executive 
Order 70 or its “whole of nation approach to end 
local communist insurgency”. EO 70 has clearly 
identified the Cordillera Peoples Alliance and 
other civil society organizations as “enemies of 
the state”, thereby openly targeting civilians and 
activists. 

It is therefore imperative to be vigilant and 
continue to strengthen the peoples’ struggle 
against the tyranny of the Duterte regime and 
for the disbandment of the CPLA as we call for 
justice for victims of state terrorism, human rights 
violations and CPLA atrocities. 

Collective memory must always be retold to 
defeat revisionism that threatens to distort history 
as in the case of the CPLA.

Stop historical revisionism! 
Disband the CPLA! Justice for all victims of 

the CPLA!
Hold the Duterte regime accountable to CPLA 

terrorism!
Stop the attacks against indigenous peoples and 

human rights defenders!
Defeat the tyranny of the Duterte regime!
Junk Executive Order 70!
CORDILLERA PEOPLES ALLIANCE

 

harassing or persecuting critics and dissenters.
Kailangan talaga siyasatin ng Kongreso kung 

bakit napakalaki ang hinihinging CIE funds ng 
Pangulo, lalo na at hindi basta-basta puwedeng 
ilabas ng Commission on Audit ang resulta ng 
pag-audit nito. Kailangan manaig ang interes ng 
maayos na paggugol sa budget, lalo na at ang 
bilyong-bilyong nais ng Pangulo ay maaaring 
abusuhin.

My fellow legislators, let us be reminded 
that our chambers hold the power of the purse. 
As we extend the necessary courtesies due 
our counterparts in the executive, we ought to 
remember that we also have the bounden duty 
to safeguard public interest against abusive and 
anomalous practices. We cannot just cite tradition 
on a whim that scrutinizing delicate funding, 
such as the CIE of the Office of the President, 
can be foregone, especially with the limiting 
accountability features for these budgets.

The failure to have the President justify these 
budgets is also the failure to respond to the clamor 
for accountability from the people. National 
interest and public trust are at stake here.

also began the campaign to require buildings to 
address their own waste water by putting up their own 
treatment facilities. 

Meanwhile, four projects are currently in the works 
to improve the city’s sewage treatment capability./
Aileen P. Refuerzo

CBAO identifies 39...
from page 7
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opportunities in the countryside.
For the first six months of this year, the tourism 

official stated that the foreign tourist arrivals reached 
over 4.1 million which means that the projected 8.2 
million foreign tourist arrivals this year is likely to be 
achieved considering the enormous foreign tourist 
arrivals recorded in the different tourist destinations./
Dexter A. See

DOT designates Baguio...
from page 8

The Philippine Ambassadors of Goodwill for the 46th Ship for Southeast Asian 
and Japanese Youth Program (SSEAYP).

2 Baguio youth join PH contingent 
to SSEAYP 2019
BAGUIO CITY - Two 

young professionals 
from this city are among 
the 27 youth leaders from 
across the country selected 
as Philippine Ambassa-
dors of Goodwill for the 
46th Ship for Southeast 
Asian and Japanese Youth 
Program (SSEAYP).

Franzes Ivy Carasi, 
a part-time college 
professor at the Univer-
sity of the Cordilleras 
and Adrian Fernandez, 
president of the alumni 
group of the Outstanding 
Students in the Cordille-
ra Administrative Region 
(OSCAR),   will join the 
other youth leaders for a 
52-day journey on board 
the luxurious cruise ship 
MS Nippon Maru along 
the oceans of Asia to 
enhance their diplomacy 
skills on various topics 
that are relevant to society.

They will participate in 
a wide range of activities 
including discussions on 
pressing issues, cultural 
introductions, club activ-

ities, institutional visits, 
home-stay experience 
and community service 
and will sail to ports of 
call in Japan, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Singapore and 
Vietnam.

Carasi  is the assistant 
youth leader of the Phil-
ippine contingent to this 
year's SSEAYP that will 
run from 0ctober 23 to 
December 13.

As former personnel of 
the Office of Civil Defense 
- Cordillera, Carasi is 
championing disaster risk 
reduction and manage-
ment (DRRM) alongside 
her other advocacies 
focusing on information 
and media management, 
education, and environ-
ment.

Carasi, who was a par-
ticipant in the World 
Youth Congress in Hawaii 
in 2017, said that she 
wants to keep reminding 
her fellow youth from the 
whole of Southeast Asia, 
Japan and the rest of 
the world that DRRM is 

everyone’s responsibility.
Fernandez, a former 

tourism operat ions 
officer of the Department 
of Tourism - Cordillera, 
continues to encourage 
young people to partic-
ipate in nation-building 
through responsible and 
sustainable tourism, and 
financial literacy.

“It has always been my 
mission to travel with 
purpose while embracing 
cultural differences. My 
message to the 30 million 
Filipino youth – make 
sure to live a meaning-
ful life in the service of 
others,” he said.

Fernandez was awarded 
as one of the Ten Out-
standing Students of the 
Cordillera Administrative 
Region (OSCAR) in 2009. 
He now heads the OSCAR 
Alumni Community that 
is active in serving the 
nation through training, 
facilitation, and coordi-
nation services especially 
among the young sectors 
in order for youth leaders 
to learn and deepen their 
appreciation for leader-
ship and nation building.

SSEAYP is an annual 
peace-building, and 
c u l t u r a l  e x c h a n g e 
program started in 
January 1974, and is 
funded by the Cabinet 
Office of Japan. More than 
300 youth leaders from 
Japan and member states 
of the Association of the 
Southeast Asian Nations 
embark in a life-chang-
ing journey in Japan, 
Vietnam, Myanmar, 
Malaysia, and Singapore.

The program is an 
opportunity to promote 
the Philippines’ rich, 
diverse cultural identi-
ties. Delegates are also 
given the chance to meet 
the head of states and 
immerse themselves in 
various cultures through 
homestay programs.

This year’s batch is 
called  “Sakabyas,” 

government in the put up of towers under the city’s 
existing zoning ordinance.

The city mayor said the part of improving the con-
nectivity in the city is ensuring the presence of tele-
communication towers within prescribed distances 
based on industry standards so that the efficiency of 
the signals will not be compromised.

Currently, the city government is spending some 
P200,000 to P300,000 monthly for several internet 
service providers for the different offices but a common 
complaint of the users is the alleged poor internet 
service.

Among the identified problems affecting the poor 
internet service in the City Hall are the outdated 
desktop computers procured over a decade and a half 
ago, the low bandwidth provided by the internet service 
providers and the outdated units of equipment in the 
central server of the city government.

Internet service providers have started increasing the 
bandwidth for the local government to improve 

City to embark on...
from page 3

CBAO identifies 39 structures 
with no sewerage connection 
in two barangays
BAGUIO CITY – 

The City Buildings 
and Architecture Office 
(CBAO) has identified 
39 structures with septic 
tanks not connected to 
the city’s sewerage system 
within the Hillside-Sta. 
Escolastica area.

City Building Official 
Nazita Banez said the 
owners will be subjected 
to due process which 
involves the conduct of 
investigation and issuance 
of notices to comply.

The move is part of 
the revitalized campaign 
on the order of Mayor 
Benjamin Magalong to 
weed out illegal septic 
tanks to stop sewage flows 
into the city’s waterways 
and the river tributar-
ies and increase their 
pollution levels. 

Banez said their con-
tinuing inspection is at the 
moment focused on struc-
tures that are built over 
creeks as these directly 

drain their sewage to the 
waterways.

Magalong said the city 
will pursue the expansion 
of the city’s sewerage 
treatment system par-
ticularly the conduct a 
feasibility study on the 
expansion of the South 
Sanitary Camp and the 
proposed construction 
of two new plants, one to 
be put up at Rock Quarry 
barangay and the other 
at the Slaughterhouse 
Compound Magsaysay 
Ave.  

The Baguio Sewerage 
Treatment Plan is “among 
the city-owned facili-
ties capable of treating 
domestic sewage coming 
from residential, com-

mercial and institu-
tional buildings within 
the Central Business 
District and adjoining 
barangays – a 32-year old 
facility covering 65 urban 
barangays operating at 24 
hours daily 365 days a year 
with a design capacity of 
8,600 cubic meters per 
day.”

Its upgrade is long 
overdue as raw wastewa-
ter continually increases 
coming from the city’s 
sewer collection lines or 
sewer lines due to the 
increasing number of sew-
er-connected buildings 
thus leading to the over-
loading of the plant’s 
design capacity, inefficien-
cy of treatment and diffi-
culty in complying with 
the effluent standards.

The city 

the internet connectivi-
ty of the different offices 
hopefully improving their 
service delivery./Dexter A. 
See

a Maguindanaon word 
which means unique or 
new faces. The group 
believes that each indi-
vidual is a unique piece 
that may be different from 
one another but their indi-
vidual pieces contribute to 
create one beautiful mosa-
ic(JDP/RMC- PIA CAR)

 

 Notice of Extrajudicial 
Settlement

Notice is hereby given that the intestate estate of 
VICENTE ROSARIO, who died on January 22, 2009 
in Dagupan City was extrajudicially settled by the heirs 
on September 6, 2019 as evidenced by Doc. No. 135; 
Page No. 28; Book No. X; Series of 2019 before the 
Notary Public Vicente Jose M. Angeles.

Sept. 7, 14, & 21, 2019
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Ad Rates The
JUNCTION1 page :    P19,000.00

1/2 page:      9,500.00
1/4 page:      4,750.00
1/8 page:      2,375.00
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WE ARE THE CHAMPION! - Mayor Benjamin Magalong gamely join a group 
selfie and  congratulating the Baguio Team who successfully  defended the title 
as the Over-all Champion   during the just concluded   Batang Pinoy National  
Championships  during City Hall flag raising ceremonies September 9. - By 
Bong Cayabyab

Manila Water 
mulls harvesting rain for 
Baguio supply
BAGUIO CITY-- Rep-

resentatives of the 
Manila Water Philippine 
Ventures will look at the 
possibility of harvesting 
the rainwater during the 
rainy season as a source to 
assure stable supply in the 
future, an official said on 
Tuesday.

In a phone interview, 
Lorie Lim, business devel-
opment manager of the 
Manila Water, said they 
will look at the proposal of 
some city officials to look 
at harvesting rainwater.

Manila Water on 
Monday presented a 
proposed bulk water 
project for Baguio before 
city government officials 
during the Executive-Leg-
islative meeting.

Lim said they are 
looking at two rivers in 
Itogon, Benguet town 
which is capable of 
producing 50 million liters 
of water per day.

Their other option is 
from a river in Tuba, 
Benguet town, which 

be reconsidered as the 
city government always 
has difficulty negotiating 
future projects with neigh-
boring towns.

Manila Water’s proposal 
will address the future 
water needs of Baguio 
which will be at 76 million 
liters per day by the year 
2045.

Lim said Baguio Water 
District statistics show 
that the current demand 
of Baguio residents is 54 
million liters a day but 
the supply is at 50 million, 
needing the rationing of 
water to city residents.

She said the future 
demand will be addressed 
through bulk water 
projects, which officials 
agreed on.

However, city pros-
ecutor Elmer Manuel 
Sagsago raised the pos-
sibility of recouping the 
high volume of rainwater.

“Just like now, we have 
received more than 300 
millimeters of rain and 
we don’t benefit from it 

he said.
He pointed out that in 

August, the city received 
an average of 600mm of 
rainwater, if harvested, 
can assure that the city 
will not run out of the 
natural resource, without 
the need to extract water 
from other water sources 
of other local government 
units.

C ounci lor  B enny 
Bomogao, chairman of 
the committee on public 
utilities, said the city is 
open to all possibilities 
for assured water supply 
in the future.

Bomogao said the city 
government’s effort to 
ask the National Water 
Resources Board (NWRB) 
to stop the drilling and 
extraction of water in 
the city considering its 
effect to the aquifers and 
the supply of the Baguio 
Water District.

He said several hotels, 
water deliveries, and 
other business establish-
ments have asked the city 
government permission 
to drill their own water 
supply./Liza Agoot (PNA)

DOT designates Baguio 
as a vacation spot
BAGUIO CITY – The 

tourism department 
designated Baguio City 
as a vacation spot which 
must be preserved and 
protected by the people 
for the same to be passed 
on to the coming gener-
ations.

Tourism Assistant 
S e c re t ar y  R ob e r to 
Alabado III said the 
agency included Baguio 

City and the Cordillera 
as one of the preferred 
tourist destination for 
culture and nature lovers, 
especially for foreign and 
domestic visitors wanting 
to witness well-preserved 
cultures which had not 
been influenced by the 
country’s colonizers.

He pointed out aside 
from Baguio City and the 
Cordillera, the agency 

also recommends the 
Mindanao area as 
part of the itinerary 

of foreign and domestic 
visitors wanting to witness 
the culture of Filipinos 
that is why tourist arrivals 
in the said areas continue 
to significantly increase.

He disclosed that 
apart from the country’s 
scenic beaches, foreign 
and domestic tourists 
also want to explore the 
rich culture of Filipinos, 
as well as well preserved 

and protected 
nature and the 
cool climate.

For the past 
five years, tourist 
arrivals in the 
city and the 
region had been 
increasing which 
has contribut-
ed in spurring 
economic growth 
in remote areas 
through 

the generation of addi-
tional jobs for qualified 
residents and the mush-
rooming of businesses.

In the Cordillera, the 
tourist arrivals in 2014 
was recorded at 1.1 
million before increasing 
to 1.4 million in 2015, 
1.7 million in 2016, 1.9 
million in 2017 and 2.1 
million last year.

However, Assistant 
Secretary Alabado claimed 
Baguio City accounted 
for over 80 percent of 
the tourist arrivals in 
the region 
through the 
years, thus, 
the need for 
the agency to 
entice more 
foreign and 
d o m e s t i c 
visitors to 
visit other 
scenic places 
o u t s i d e 
the city to 
improve the 
potentials of 
the tourism 
industry in 
other areas 
of the region.

According 
t o  h i m , 
Europeans, 
par t icular-
ly French, 
remain to 
be the top 
f o r e i g n 
tourists who 
f r e q u e n t 
the region 
through the 

years followed by Isra-
elites, Koreans, Chinese, 
Japanese and Americans.

He explained Europeans 
are known nature lovers 
who prefer scenic tourist 
destinations, like the 
well-preserved sceneries 
in the different parts 
of the region, thus, the 
need for other localities 
to aggressively promote 
their existing tourist spots 
worthy of being visited to 
help in spurring economic 
activities in the coun-
tryside considering the 

bright prospects for the 
country’s tourism in the 
coming years.

Last year, the tourism 
department registered 
some 7.1 foreign tourist 
arrivals which was much 
higher compared to the 
foreign tourist arrivals the 
previous years.

Alabado revealed that 
the tourist arrivals con-
tributed some P245 billion 
in the country’s economy 
which played a significant 
role in generating employ-
m e n t 

c o u n c i l o r 
Joel Alangsab 
said should 

because we 
are not able 
to harvest it,” 


