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Baguio registers 2 Delta cases

MASS TESTING - The Aggressive Community Testing has been going on at Melvin Jones. Free swab tests 
are administered for the following: uniformed personnel, private clinic/dialysis clinic employees, construc-
tion workers, eatery/food handlers, market vendors and porters, BHERTs, security guards, bank employ-
ees, BPOs, contact tracers and line agency and city government personnel./Neil Ongchangco

Baguio City - The city has 
set in motion its control 

measures against the more 
infectious Delta variant af-
ter registering two cases last 
Aug. 15.

Mayor Benjamin Maga-
long said the city’s lead con-
tact tracing team immediate-
ly revisited the record of the 
local case, a 23-year old male 
English as Secondary Lan-
guage (ESL) teacher who was 
part of the cluster of 22 indi-
viduals who tested positive 
for the Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) last July and re-
covered hence.

They processed the data 
through the link analysis tool 

which yielded 130 contacts, 
86 of whom are being con-
sidered as probably infected 
with the variant, according 
to the mayor.

These 86 are now being re-
interviewed for back tracing 
and more analysis.

The mayor said data 
showed that the Delta patient 
was not the original or index 
case in the cluster.

“Yung ating Delta patient, 
not necessarily na sa kanya 
nanggaling ang virus.  Hindi 
siya ang index case at base sa 
link analysis, mayroong mga 
nauna pa sa kanya.  Nagkata-
on lang na ang specimen nya 
ang nai-submit for testing.  

Sa susunod na mga 
araw, maaar-

ing matukoy 
natin  kung 
sino ang 

Rescuers retrieve body 
in Benguet landslide
City to manage, operate proposed 
modern abattoir • page 2

Genealogical Family 
Tree of a Kagaway Ibaloi 

clan from the 1300's
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Chief PNP leads funeral hon-
ors for slain Igorot cop
La Trinidad still free from 
COVID-19 Delta variant • page 3
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NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE with  
SIMULTANEOUS WAIVER OF 

RIGHTS
NOTICE is hereby given that the estate of the late CAMILO A. 

CANUTO, who died intestate on October 12, 2005 at Buyagan, 
La Trinidad, Benguet, leaving certain parcels of registered land 
covered by Transfer of Certificates of Title Nos. T-23473 and 
T-18626, has been the subject of ExtraJudicial Settlement of 
Estate with Simultaneous Waiver of Rights dated April 27, 2021 
as per Doc.79; Page No.17; Book No.XL; Series of 2021 in the 
Notarial registry of Atty. Allan C. Sacpa of La Trinidad, Benguet.

August 7, 14, and 21, 2021

NOTICE OF AFFIDAVIT OF 
SELF-ADJUDICATION OF 
ESTATE WITH DEED OF 

ABSOLUTE SALE
NOTICE is hereby given that the estate of the late 
Spouses CONES (a.k.a. Conis) ORO and PAZ 
(a.k.a. Cornelia) PADINAY, who died intestate on 
January 18, 1986 and July 6, 1995, both at Tabaan, 
Sur, Tuba, Benguet, leaving certain two (2) parcels 
of registered land covered by Original of Certificate 
of Title No.P-433 and Transfer Certificate of Title No. 
T-404, has been the subject of Affidavit of Self-Adju-
dication of Estate with Deed of Absolute Sale as per 
Doc. No.93; Page No.20; Book No. XXXIII; Series 
of 2019 in the Notarial registry of Atty. Allan C. Sac-
pa of La Trinidad, Benguet. August 7, 14, and 21, 2021

Republic of the Philip-
pines

REGIONAL TRIAL 
COURT

First Judicial Region
BRANCH 10

La Trinidad, Benguet

HEIRS OF THE LATE 
SPOUSES ROMEO A. 
GARCIA  AND  ES-
TRELLA GARCIA,  
herein represented  by 
ANTHONY  R. GARCIA,

Plaintiffs,

-versus-

KAREN MANZA-
NO KIM AND ALICIA 
CAWAING  PUMAH-
ING,

Defendants.

LRC CASE 
No. 20A-CV-3520

FOR:

QUIETING OF TITLE 
AND/OR DECLARA-
TION OF  NULLITY  OF 
DEED,  SURRENDER 
OF ORIGINAL OWN-
ER’S COPY OF TCT  
NO.  T-26793,  AND  
DAMAGES.

x---------x

SUMMONS BY
 PUBLICATION

WHEREAS,  on January  
22, 2020, a Complaint  was 
filed with the Court which 
reads as follows:

Plaintiffs, by the  under-
signed counsel, unto  this Hon-
orable Court, r espectfully state 
that:

1.  Plaintiffs  are the surviv-
ing children of the late  Sps. 
Romeo  A. Garcia and  Estrella 
Garcia,  namely: Gayle G.  Am-
dengan, Romel R. Garcia  and 
Anthony  R. Garcia, all  of le-
gal age,  Filipino  citizens and 
residents of AD 121 Central 
Buyagan, Poblacion, La Trini-
dad,  Benguet.  They  are  being 
represented  by  plaintiff  Antho-
ny  R.  Garcia pursuant  to  a  
special  power of attorney  copy  
of which  is  hereto attached as 
Annex A;

2.  Defendant  Karen  Man-
zano Kim (KIM)  is of legal age, 
Filipino,  married  and  resi-
dent of # 88  Marcos  Highway, 
Bakakeng  Central,  Baguio  
City while defendant Alicia  
Cawaing Pumahing is also of 
legal age, married, Filipino cit-
izen and whose last known ad-
dress is  43  Lower  San Carlos 
Heights;

3.  The  late  Spouses  Romeo 
A. Garcia  and  Estrella  Garcia 
died  at  La  Trinidad, Benguet 
on  November  25, 2005 and 
June 11, 1999, respectively, 
leaving behind s everal  proper-
ties  including  a parcel of land s 
ituated  at  Poblacion, La Trini-
dad,  Benguet  with  an  area of 
279  square  meters  and  em-
braced  in  Transfer  Certificate 
of  Title  No . T-26793.  Copies of  
the   certificates  of  death  of  de-
ceased  spouses  and  TCT  No. 
T-26793  are  hereto as Annex  
B.  Annex  C  and  Annex D; 

4. On  March  5,  2015,  plain-
tiffs  executed  a  deed  of  extra-
judicial  settlement  of  the es-
tate of  their  deceased  parents. 
A copy  of  the  deed  is  hereto 
attached  as  Annex  E:

5. In  April  2015,  plaintiffs 
turned  over  the  deed  of ex-
trajudicial  settlement  and other  
documents including the orig-
inal owner’s copy of TCT No. 
T-26793  to  defendant PUMA-
HING  who  promised  to  regis-
ter  the  deed  at  the  Office  of  
the   Register  of  Deeds  of Ben-
guet.  However,  PUMAHING 
neither  registered  the  deed  
nor  return  the  owner’s  copy;

 1st  Cause  of  Action:     
Quieting  of  Title  and/or  Dec-

laration  of  Nullity  of  Deed

Plaintiffs r eplead  the  fore-
going  paragraphs  and  in  ad-

dition  over  that:

6.  Sometime  on 2017,  plain-
tiffs  were  shocked  to  discover 
a  September  22,  2015  Deed  
of Sale  with  Right  to  Repur-
chase over  the  lot  covered  by 
TCT  No.  T-26793  purportedly 
executed  by  the  late  Romeo A.  
Garcia  in  favor  of  KIM. The  
Dead  of  Sale  with  Right to  
Repurchase  is  null  and  void 
ab  initio  because  Romeo A. 
Garcia  was  already  deceased 
at  the  time of  its  supposed ex-
ecution. A copy  of  the  deed is 
attached as Annex  F;

7.  The  Deed  of  Sale  with 
Right  to  Repurchase  which  
appear  to  be  valid  but  in  
truth and  in  fact  void,  con-
stitutes  cloud  in  plaintiffs’  ti-
tle over  subject  property  The 
Cloud must  be  removed;

2nd  Cause  of  Action:  
Surrender of  Original  Copy  

of TCT No. T-26793

Plaintiffs replead the forego-
ing  paragraphs  and  further 
allege that:

8.  PUMAHING and KIM 
have  no  right  to  retain  pos-
session  of   the  original  own-
er’s copy  of  TCT  No. T-26793   
and should be  compelled  to  
surrender it to  plaintiffs.  In 
case  defendants  fail or  refuse  
to surrender,  the  owner’s  copy  
in their  possession  should  be 
cancelled  and  the  Honorable 
Court  should  order  the  issu-
ance  of  a n ew  owner’s  copy;

3rd Cause of  Action: 
Damages

Plaintiffs replead the fore-
going paragraphs and further 
allege that:

9. The unjustifiable and 

fraudulent  acts of  defendants 
constrained  plaintiffs  to  en-
gage the  services of counsel 
fo r and in  consideration of 
P25,000.00  and  a  per court 
appearance  fee of  P1,000.00. 
Defendant  must  also  pay the 
costs of this suit. 

10. The  matter was not 
brought  under  the  Katarun-
gang  Pambarangay Law be-
cause  the  parties  reside  in  dif-
ferent  city  and  municipality;

11. The assessed  value  of 
subject  property  is  P27,790.00. 
A  copy  of  ARP  No.  2010-03-
01-00964  is  attached  as  An-
nex G.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE,  plaintiffs  
respectfully  pray  that  the  
Honorable  Court render a DE-
CISION (1) DECLARING the  
September  22,  2015  Deed of  
Sale with Right  to  Repurchase  
as  null  and  void ab initio; 
(2) DIRECTING defendants 
to surrender  to  plaintiffs  the 
original  owner’s  copy  of  TCT 
NO.  T-26793  and  in  case  they 
refuse  or  fail  to  surrender  the 
same,  DIRECTING  the  can-
cellation of said owner’s copy 
and  ORDERING  the  issuance  
of  a  new one;  and  (3)  OR-
DERING  defendants  to  pay  
the  plaintiffs  P25,000.00  as  
attorney’s fees, P1,000.00 for 
every  appearance in court as 
well as the costs.

Plaintiffs  pray  for  such  oth-
er  reliefs  that  are  just  and 
equitable  under  the  premises.

La Trinidad, Benguet, Janu-
ary 20, 2020.

(Sgd.) AMADEO B. DEGAY
Counsel for Plaintiffs

2/F D&L Building, La Trini- August 7, 14, and 21, 2021

dad, Benguet
Mobile No. 0908-892-7758/

Landline No. (74) 422-6616
Roll No. 42332: 05-06-97
Lifetime IBP No. 937810: 

12-18-13: Baguio-Benguet
PTR No. 6316494: 01-02-

2020 Benguet
MCLE Compliance No. VI-
0007538: April 18, 2018

WHEREAS, on May 18, 
2021,  Atty.  Amadeo  B.  Degay, 
counsel   for  plaintiffs  filed a 
Motion for Leave of Court 
to Serve  Summons  by  Pub-
lication to  Defendant  Alicia 
Cawaing  Pumahing.

WHEREAS,  on  May  18, 
2021,  the  Court  granted  the 
issuance  of  Summons  by  
Publication  to  Defendant  Ali-
cia  Cawaing  Pumahing. 

NOW  THEREFORE,  pur-
suant  to  Rule  14  Section  16 of  
the  Amended  Rules  of  Civil 
Procedure, Defendant Alicia 
Cawaing  Pumahing  is  here-
by directed   to file their  An-
swer to the  Complaint  within  
ninety  (90)  days  from  the  
last  publication  of  this Sum-
mons. The   Summons  shall  
be  published  in  a  newspaper  
of  general  circulation in  the  
Philippines  at  the  Expense  
of   Plaintiff   Heirs  of  the Late 
Spouses Romeo A. Garcia and 
Estrella  Garcia  represented 
by  Anthony  R.  Garcia.

WITNESS  THE  HONOR-
ABLE  JORGE  S.  MANAO-
IS  JR.,  Presiding  Judge  of  
this  Court,  August 9,  2021,  
La  Trinidad,  Benguet, Phil-
ippines.

(SGD) EDINA REYES 
DAGUISON

OIC-Legal Researcher II

City to manage, operate proposed modern abattoir
The Baguio City gov-

ernment will bankroll, 
manage and operate the 
proposed modern abattoir 
that will be established 
within a 1-hectare portion 
of the 10-hectare proper-
ty ceded to the city by the 
agriculture department as 
an expansion area for the 
city’s high impact projects.

The agreement for the 
city to fund and eventu-
ally manage and operate 
the modern slaughter-
house was reached by city 

officials during the recent 
management committee 
meeting held at the Bagu-
io Convention Center af-
ter the city’s local finance 
committee presented the 
proposed options on how 
to undertake the imple-
mentation of the project.

Assistant City Budget 
Officer Severina de Leon 
stated that privatization 
is a possible 
option for the 
project if the 
local govern-

ment cannot afford to do 
so but for as long as the 
city has available funds, 
it is still best for the local 
government to construct, 
manage and operate the 
facility.

Earlier, the City Vet-
erinary and Agriculture 
Office (CVAO) proposed 
a funding of at least P108 
million for a modern ab-

attoir in the Baguio Dairy 
farm property that was 
ceded to the local govern-
ment by the agriculture 
department but it was not 
yet certain whether or not 
the same will be imple-
mented by the city or it 
will be privatized.

Based on the financial 
study conducted by the 
committee, the city gov-

ernment can recover its 
investment spread for 
over 7 years with a return 
of investment of around 
23 percent per annum of 
which can be part of the 
income-generating proj-
ects of the city.

Further, the proposed 
modern abattoir will 
make the city one of the 
few local governments in 
the Cordillera that will 
have a double A slaugh-
terhouse compliant with 
existing standards of the 
National Meat Inspection 
Service (NMIS) as the 
city’s present slaughter-
house has not yet been 
issued such accreditation 
because of the absence of 
the required environmen-
tal compliance certificate 
(ECC) due to the absence 
of a separate sewerage 
treatment plant (STP) for 

the existing facility.
Initially, the slaughter-

house was planned to be 
relocated within a prop-
erty in Pinsao Proper but 
the same did not materials 
because of problems on 
the proposed site, thus, 
the city to look for other 
alternatives to facilitate 
the transfer of the abattoir 
to a suitable area that will 
allow its expansion for the 
mechanized operation of 
the facility.

The city’s local finance 
committee was tasked 
to conduct a financial 
study on which existing 
options will be the most 
advantageous to the city 
in modernizing its slaugh-
terhouse to improve the 
existing facilities and ser-
vices offered.

The city government 
benchmarked the exist-
ing modern abattoirs in 

the cities of 
Tanauan and 
Lipa, Batangas 
in designing 
the city’s pro-
posed modern 
slaughterhouse 
to further im-
prove its ser-
vices to the 
local meat 
industry and 
to provide 
m e c h a n i z e d 
operation for 
efficient and 
effective ser-
vices./Dexter 
A. See

City completes plan 
for Southwestern 
Growth Corridor
Baguio City completed the comprehensive master 

development plan for the proposed southwestern 
growth corridor in the city to help decongest the cen-
tral business district.

The proposed southwestern growth corridor will be 
located within the 10-hectare property at the Baguio 
Dairy Farm ceded by the agriculture department to 
the city government for its high impact development 
projects towards decongesting the city proper.

Arch. Donna R. Tabangin stated that the ced-
ed property will host the Atab isolation center and 
district health center, the fire sub-station, the in-
ter-modal terminal, the city’s modern abattoir and 
the relocation site for the city’s temporary waste 
transfer station.

Initially, the proposed Atab district health cen-
ter will be funded with P20 million from the public 
works department to put up an isolation facility to 
be eventually converted into the Atab district health 
center to replace the present building located along 
the road-right-of-way of the Sto. Tomas Road.

Further, the construction of the fire sub-station of 
the Baguio Fire Department will be funded by the 
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) 
which has an allocation for this 
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Other alleged victims 
of LG, currently being 
verified

Buyers of Daniel Monang 
Domagto, Sitio Marooc, Brgy. 
Loacan, Itogon, Benguet Sps. 
Freddie & Benigna Farres et. al. 

Heirs of Peter Paran et.al.., Sitio Ma-
rooc, Brgy. Loacan, Itogon, Benguet 
Heirs of Daniel Monang Domagto 
Rosalina Domagto (Spouse),  Jun-
Jun, Erlinda, Rogelio et. al.

Heirs of Peter Paran et.al.., Sitio Ma-
rooc, Brgy. Loacan, Itogon, Benguet 
Heirs of Segundo Monang Domagto 
William Monang, Jenny Tamayo et. al.

Heirs of Juan Amor , Sitio 
Camisong, Brgy. Loacan, 
Itogon, Benguet Ereneo Amor, 
Maggie Amor Antero et. al.  

Heirs of Peter Paran et.al.. Sitio 
Marooc, Brgy. Loacan, Itogon, 
Benguet Jaime Paran, Reynal-
do Paran et. al.

Heirs of Incio Tumayan, 
Brgy. Paoay, Atok, Benguet 
Rosa T. Atin-an, Anita T. 
Buda et. al.

Heirs of Jose Esteban, Brgy. Yag-
yagan,  Tuba, Benguet Maggie E. 
Akia,  Jane E. Walang et. al.

LG 

Retired PNP  
Official

1 SOB lawyer instrumental in manu-
facturing the docs, etc at kinabit ang 
asawa ng best friend niyang patay na 

Other corrupt persons- 
sa konting pera puros 

kasinungalingan 

3 Corrupt Lawyers 
(2 young ones & 1 old)

1 Old Lying-Corrupt 
Lawyer

Very, Very Corrupt 
Prosecutors

Very, Very Corrupt 
Judge

Local Municipal 
Official

X- Barangay 
Captain

Land Developer
(Born Again pa)

WHAT DO THESE PARTIES HAVE IN COMMON?
ANYA NGATA TI PAGPAPADAAN DA?!!

The enablers. Mga kontsaba at kumukunsinte sa mga gawaing masasama at karumaldumal. 
KILALA NIYO ANG MGA SARILI NINYO. BATO-BATO SA LANGIT ANG TAMAAN, MAGBAGO 

NA KAYO AT HINDI NINYO MADADALA SA HUKAY ANG KATARANTADUHAN NINYO!!! 

AFP-Military 
Official

Chief PNP leads funeral 
honors for slain Igorot cop

LA TRINIDAD, Beguet - 
Full funeral honors were 

accorded to Police Colonel Mi-
chael Cadiogan Bawayan Jr. as 
he was laid to his final resting 
place here.

Chief PNP General Guiller-
mo Eleazar together with other 
high ranking PNP officials, col-
leagues from the Special Action 
Force and other PNP Units led 
the funeral honors to the fallen 
police officer during the buri-
al ceremony at the Pyramid 
Memorial Park on August 13, 
2021.

Eleazar expressed con-
dolences to the family of   
Bawayan and thanked the fall-
en hero for the sacrifices he had 
given to the country during his 

stint as a police officer until he 
assumed as the Provincial Di-
rector of the Sulu Provincial 
Police Office.

“The men and women of 
the Philippine National Police 
joins the bereaved family in 
mourning the death of Police 
Colonel Michael Bawayan Jr, 
a man of honor and dignity,” 
Eleazar said during the burial 
rites which was accentuated by 
a 3-volley rifle salute and bugle 
taps according to prescribed 
police customs and tradition.

Bawayan was  killed  last  
August 6, 2021  by alleged 
gunman, Police Staff Sergeant 
Imran Jilah who was  assigned 
with the 3rd Maneuver Platoon 

of the 2nd Provincial Mobile 
Force Company.

The chief PNP,  who earlier 
ordered a deeper  probe into 
the circumstances surround-
ing the shooting incident, said   
the sacrifices made by Bawayan 
will not be forgotten and it will 
be an instrument to further im-
prove the PNP organization.

“Hindi masasayang ang mga 
sakripisyong ibinigay ni Mi-
chael, at ito ang magiging da-
hilan na lalo pa nating aayusin 
ang pagtanggap ng kapusilan 
sa ating hanay, at sa aking pa-
nunungkulan ay aming sinim-
ulan sa recruitment pa lamang, 
yan ay aming babalikan at pat-
uloy na palalakasin,” Eleazar 
said.

Eleazar said that the PNP is 
looking on the expansion of 
the neuro psychiatric tests for 
the police force primarily and 
making it a regular activity to 
ensure mental health wellness 
of the police force.

He said that traditionally, 
the neuro psychiatric tests is 
being done when an applicant 
enters the police force or as 
requirement during recruit-
ment. It also is being done for 
police officers applying for the 
promotions and mandatory 
schooling.

“Sa ngayon kasi, ang neuro 
psychiatric test ay ginagawa 

lamang kung ikaw ay aplikan-
te ng PNP o mag aaply for 
promotions or sa mandatory 
schooling, aside from that hi-
nid natin ginagawa iyon. Pero 
kagaya ang AFP na every three 
years kasi mayroon silang en-
listment at sa atin po ay ganun 
din po ang gusto nating gawin,” 
Eleazar said.

He stressed that there is a 
need to conduct regular neuro 
psychiatric test to ensure that 
incidents such as what hap-
pened to Bawayan  and other 
incidents involving police offi-
cers will not be repeated.

The PNP Health Services 
have  started to conduct the 
neuro psychiatric tests but it 
is focused on those personnel 
who are prone to such inci-
dents./Redjie Melvic Cawis 
(RMC- PIA CAR)

La Trinidad still free from COVID-19 Delta variant
LA TRINIDAD, Benguet 

-- The local government of 
La Trinidad maintains that the 
municipality is still free from 
the COVID-19 Delta variant.

Mayor Romeo Salda said that 
the first  COVID-19 Delta vari-
ant case  detected in the prov-
ince of Apayao recently was not 
infected in  La Trinidad and the 
municipality remains free from 
the more infectious COVID-19 

Delta variant.
Salda said that based on the 

investigation and contact trac-
ing conducted by the Munic-
ipal Health Office, the patient 
from Apayao could not have 
acquired the virus  in La Trini-
dad. He  clarified that although 
the patient had travel history   
in La Trinidad visiting family 
members, the travel was not 
within the 14-day incubation 
period of the virus.

The provincial government 
of Apayao thru the Provincial 
Inter-agency Task Force re-
ceived notification from the 
Philippine Genome Center on  
August 6 that a specimen from 
Apayao  submitted to them 
last month tested positive for 
the Delta variant. The patient   
from the municipality of Pud-
tol was tagged as recovered on 
July 26, 2021.   

In the contact tracing con-
ducted, the patient came to La 
Trinidad   prior to testing pos-

itive for COVID-19. With this 
information,  the LGU thru its 
Municipal Health Office  with 
the Department of Health  re-
gional office  immediately con-
ducted contact tracing, swab 
testing and isolation to  possi-
ble contacts.

Salda said none of the family 
members of the patient showed 
symptoms and  none tested  
positive  for the COVID-19  in 
the  risk-based testing conduct-
ed by the contact tracing team.

Just the same,  the mayor  
called on the people  to contin-
ue adhering  to all the health 
and safety protocols and stay 
protected against COVID-19  
especially with the  more infec-
tious Delta variant. He remind-
ed    to always wear facemasks 
and face shields, maintain so-
cial and physical distancing, 
avoid  mass gatherings and 
crowd drawing activities, wash 
and sanitize always, and stay 
healthy./Redjie Melvic Cawis 
(JDP/RMC- PIA-CAR)

Sa susunod na issue ay ating ipapaa-
lam sa inyo ang  tungkol sa naka baba-
halang  pang-aagaw ng lupa ng mga 
Tumayan sa Paoay, Atok, Benguet.
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The purpose for the publication of the
Genealogical family tree of an Ibaloy clan is 
to show to the public the ancestry of certain 
legitimite ancestral land claimants that are 
unfortunately currently being the subject to 
land grabbing (by private and government 

officials, etc). 

RESEARCHED AND PREPARED BY:
MERCEDES SALMING PIRASO CARANTES 
FAUSTINO FOUNDATION, INC:
SEC REG.NO.B200200041, TIN-005-867-317 
TIN ROD CONTROL NO. 2002-008-0352 NV
MATHEW CARANTES FAUSTINO - CEO

This Genealogical Tree was attested by the 
following:

ATTY. BENEDICTO T. CARANTES, VICTOR 
T. CARANTES, ATTY. ANDRES”BIGONG” J. 
CARANTES, ALEVO “ALEX” S. CARANTES, 
JOSEPH “Jude” A. CARANTES, LEO SMITH 
CAMILO,  VENAMICO CARANTES CAM-
DASPHILIP PIRASO CAMDAS, JULIE CAR-
ANTES CAMDAS-CABATO, TOMASA CA-
RINO SMITH-GUILLERMO DE GUZMAN, 
RONALDO “ADAROG” C. PEREZ, ARTHUR 
SUELLO BADUA, ARTHUR LEE PARAN, 
JAIME LEE PARAN, JUANITA PIRASO 
ACOP - ESPIRITU, TITO PIRASO ACOP JR

Note: Our apologies on the quality of the image. Once 
we are provided with a better quality we will republish 
the same. 

- Publisher, The Junction
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index case at kung saan niya 
maaaring nakuha ang virus,” he 
said.

Executive Asst. V Felipe Puzon 
of the lead contact tracing team 
said initial results of back tracing 
showed one co-employee had ex-
perienced symptoms as early as 
June 19 and they are now estab-
lishing if this was the index case.

Records and reinvestigation 
also showed that some of the 
contacts had been traced to have 
had activities in some Benguet 
towns and other areas and these 
local government units had been 
notified and furnished the names 
of the contacts for them to un-

dertake follow 
up contact trac-
ing and other 
measures.

“It’s a good thing that when the 
patient tested positive along with 
20 other individuals last July, 
the workplace was immediately 
locked down and control strat-
egies like contact tracing were 
done,” the mayor said.

City Health Officer Dr. Rowe-
na Galpo said they are assuming 
that all the 22 belonging to the 
cluster had been infected by the 
Delta thus control measures are 
now centered on them.

Apart from back tracing and 
data and link analyses, the city 
will also conduct repeat RT 
PCR tests, interviews, checking 

on contacts and travels done on 
these patients.

The second case, meanwhile, 
is 34-year old male returning 
Filipino worker (ROF) who re-
turned July 18 and had a 10-day 
quarantine in Manila before re-
turning to Baguio last Aug. 4 for 
an additional seven-day home 
isolation.

Contact tracing is now ongo-
ing for his co-passengers at the 
sweeper bus and the taxi he rode 
home.

The mayor said stricter restric-
tions especially at the borders will 
continue along with the other 
contingency measures prepared 
by the city against the dangerous 
variant. /Aileen P. Refuerzo

lines of fundamentalism.
Haiti has again had a major 

natural calamity after its recent 
political crisis caused by the assas-
sination of its president. A shocking 
loss of lives has resulted from the 
recent 7.1 earthquake that the 
country experienced and which it 
is ill-prepared to cope with alone. 
It needs outside assistance which 

Editorial
...from page 6

in the current crisis events among 
nations will hardly be addressed 
as quickly and decisively as it 
should.

Here we are going through 
the political maneuvers prior 
to an electoral campaign. The 
self-nomination of candidates are 
to the fore as there are no mecha-
nisms to hold conventions to get 
a consensus. Which means that 
there will be a welter of them, as 
usual splitting the country in so 

many ways. Let us hope that reason 
and freedom of choice will prevail 
despite the unnerving and mysteri-
ous surveys that keep assailing us 
with surreal results, the constant 
demagoguery from some quarters, 
the ad hominem attacks and the 
false promises. Are we incompetent 
or corrupt, or both? Pray that we 
come out whole and united with 
better leaders for a better country 
as we journey toward the next 
election and the future.

Honorable Gentlemen and Ladies, panahon na  para 
harapin at talakayin once and for all ang accreditation 
ng First Citizens of Baguio City Organization (FCBCO) 

By:  Roldan Ramos

HATAW NA KAIBIGAN
ATTN: Hon. V.M. Tino 

Olowan & Hon. Councilors

as an accredited indigenous peoples organi-
zations. At the same time dapat na ring mag 
talaga ng kinaukulang  IPMR  or  Indigenous 
Peoples Multi Sectoral  Representative.  As this 
newspaper is in full support to the advocacies 
of the FCBCO,  this columnist is publishing 
the Resolution No. 07, s. 2021 dated August 4, 
2021. 

Opinion & Commentaries
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EDITORIAL

Crisis overload
By: Ma. Isabel Ongpin (www.manilatimes.net)

It’s bad enough that we are undergoing a Covid-19 surge with variants popping up to 
create more mayhem, with hospitals under pressure and the people running them equally 

so, but why are funds allocated to alleviate this situation not being distributed to the des-
ignated parties?

Why are the frontliners still having to clamor for their risk and hazard allowances? This 
was the case last year when funds were made available but not distributed on time to those 
who deserved and needed them. Apparently, no one has learned from their mistakes, that is 
why the error, oversight or criminal neglect (judge for yourself which) is being repeated. 
Morale among nurses and other medical personnel facing the responsibility and hardship 
to care for our pandemic emergency is so low to the point of threats of a strike from them 
because of not receiving what is rightfully due and critically needed. When will we learn 
to give our medical personnel their due in respect and deserved compensation?

It may be true that the red tape to get the funds moving to their destination is just too 
onerous. If that is so, should not our anti-red tape agency be asked to assist? This agency 
must go beyond speeding up licenses and investments to aiding the moves to better gover-
nance. Or should there not be an assigned task force for the sole purpose of bringing the 
funds allocated to their designated recipients as the agencies responsible fall down on the 
job? It seems the PUV drivers are also left waiting for their no-work pandemic conditions.

The whole affair may not be a matter of corruption unless proven so. Though from the 
creative ways government funds have been siphoned off in unconscionably large amounts 
in the past from whatever funds are made available for legitimate needs, there is some 
credible reason not to discount corruption. Suspending that suspicion for a moment, the 
failure to distribute the funds is certainly proven incompetence. Incompetence is what 
undermines democracy. Citizens become impatient, desperate and easily misled by dem-
agogues promising quick fixes when incompetence becomes a given. That is why it is a 
pernicious reality in governance.

Having said all of the above, the world outside our 
incompetent one seems to be in its own crisis. Climate 
change is creating havoc with floods in China and Japan, 

before that in parts of Europe (Belgium and Germany), and Indonesia, brought on by 
unprecedented record-breaking rainfall. We have had a small share, with floods in Bulacan 
and Pampanga in recent rains brought in by the habagat.

In the developed world these floods were things of the past with their modern infrastructure 
but with the climate change brought on by human activity, they are very much in the here 
and now unmitigated by infrastructure that is in place. Material damage and a shocking 
loss of lives have resulted. There is too the extraordinarily high temperatures that the US 
northwest has had and is still experiencing causing health and fire hazards. Huge and 
long-lasting forest fires have erupted in these areas, with the fires invading settlements and 
burning houses, causing evacuations, an all-around upheaval despite modern firefighting 
equipment and trained firefighters. Europe from Greece to Spain is under a siege from fires 
in their forests, also explained by the high temperatures and dry conditions. Farther on, 
both Algeria and Turkey have had serious outbreaks of fires too. Turkey even had floods at 
the same time. Italy has had record-breaking high temperatures, particularly in Sicily. In 
their case causing agricultural damage to crop on the ground and fruits.

Melting glaciers caused by high temperatures are bringing up water levels in oceans 
enough to endanger the coastal settlements of the world. We have our own multitude of 
coastal settlements to worry about as rising temperatures melt snow into water. It may seem 
far-fetched now because not so patently noticeable but a meticulous and regular measure-
ment of sea level rise along our coasts should be in order.

The United Nations has convened a panel of scientists to study what to do about climate 
change, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Their latest report is that climate 
change is caused by humans. Fossil fuel is the culprit, which means that there has to be a 
universal move to curb its use, if not replace it altogether with something more suitable to a 
healthy environment. In November there will be a global summit on climate change, under 
the auspices of the United Nations, in Glasgow, Scotland, where the world through each 
individual nation will be expected to make decisions on what they will do to combat it. It is 

By:  Nestor “Paken” Castro

MAGKASANGGA TAYO
•	 Magrehistro sa COMELEC!!!

•	 ATTN: Mayor Benjie Magalong, 
DENR-RED Ralph

Mag rehistro sa COMELEC - Mga mahal na dear readers, 
huwag nating sayangin ang ating boto. Hindi ko maisip 
kung paano ipapahiwatig sa inyo ang importansya at ka-
halagahan na magparehistro at siyempre kapag rehistrado 
ay kailangan ay bumoto rin kayo. Hanggang September 30 
na lamang ang last day for registration. Dapat sana ang ma-
gandang gawin ng COMELEC ay pakinggan ang panawa-
gan ng maraming mga sektor na palawagin pa o i-extend 
pa kahit na for another month o hanggang October 30 ang 
registration, lalo na sa mga lugar na naka ECQ dahil hindi 
sila makapag parehistro. 

####
Bakit napaka laking development sa BUSOL  kulang-
kulang ng permit? -  Ano ba namang klaseng bullshit at 
kagaguhan itong ginagawa sa Busol na ito?! Ayon sa aking 
DPA o deep penetrating angel ay yung kasalukuyang ex-
pansion na mga water basin collection system jan sa Busol 
na isinasagawa sa mga valid and legitimate ancestral land 
claims ay kulang-kulang ng mga  permit. Makikita sa mga 
larawan sa pahayagang ito sa LG Komentaryo section (page 
8) ang ilan sa ating mga katanungan. Kulang daw yung 
na-issue na Environmental  Compliance Certificate (ECC) 
at yan bang ECC na na-issue ay mayroon isinagawang En-
vironmental Impact Statement/Study? Atin ding napag-ala-
man na wala rin daw kinaukulang Development  and Build-
ing Permit! Pagdating sa mga puno na pinutol mukhang 
malinaw na hindi rin sinunod ang mga guidelines ng 
na-issue na tree cutting permit.  Iba talaga itong mga Diy-
os-diyosan sa ating local government at itong Baguio Water 
District (BWD) na isang government owned and controlled 
corporation at hindi rin sumusunod sa mga patakaran ng 
ilang mga national agencies.  Kung bakit naman kasi lumal-

abas ang pagka-inutil nitong 
DENR, CBAO, Mayors Of-
fice at iba pa na kinaukulang 
ahensiya na nakatalaga 
na ipatupad ang mga ba-
tas at ordinansa na dapat 
ipatupad.  Siguro dapat na 
ipakita nitong sina  Baguio 
City Mayor Benjamin Mag-
along  at ni DENR Region-
al Executive Director Ralph 
Pablo na hindi sila nagtutu-
log –tulogan, o baka naman 
nagbibingi –bingihan at nag 
tatanga –tangahan  lang !!! 
Katulad halimbawa ng na-
kikita natin kung minsan na 
drawing ng  tatlong unggoy 
kung saan ang isang ung-
goy ay nakatakip ang mata, 
yun isa naman unggoy ay 
nakatakip ang bunganga at 
yung isa namang  unggoy 
ay nakatakip ang tenga (Say 
Nothing,  See Nothing and 
Hear Nothing).  Ano ba tal-
aga mga kagalang-galang na 
opisyales, alam naman nam-
ing lahat na hindi kayo mga 
UNGGOY???

####
SMARTMAGIC este 
SMARTMATIC – Sinu-sino 
kaya ang magiging mga fa-
vored clients  ng Smartmat-
ic? Bagama’t ito ay pawang 
ispekulasyon lamang at si-
yempre naman ay wala pa 
naman talagang matibay 
na ebidensiya na nailalabas 
hinggil sa diumanoy hokus-
pokus, dagdag-bawas laban 
sa  Smartmatic ang siyang 
tunay at dakilang SMART-
MAGIC. Hi! Hi! Hi! Sinu-si-
no kaya ang mabebendisyo-
nan ng SMARTMAGIC  sa 
pagka Pangulo, Bise Pangu-
lo, Senatong, Tongressmen 
at Mayors?  Kung sabihin sa 
Ingles ay “your guess is as 
good as mine”.

to be hoped that it will 
be a productive game 
changer in how the 
world ‘s environment 
is treated. While we 
may not be too guilty 
of causing global 
warming here due to 
not being as developed 
as the countries that 
are causing major 
pollution, we have our 
own sins in the ubiq-
uitous use of plastics 

and their careless disposal 
in our waterways that lead 
to the seas. This should be 
addressed.

Individual nations are 
having major upheavals 
apart from climate change. 
Afghanistan is in a sudden 
regime change marked by 
violence (and incompetence 
and corruption from some 
parties) which will markedly 
affect democratic rights 

such as human rights, free 
elections, equality of women, 
protection and respect for 
children, education, modern-
ization. It is painful to witness 
the descent into chaos and the 
reversal of the progress that 
has been achieved, with all 
the deprivation and suffering 
that brings. And the frightful 
promise it portends of an 
uncertain future along the 



News/FeaturesAugust  21-27, 2021 J U N C T I O N
TheWEEKEND 7

City completes plan...
  from page 2

Rescuers retrieve body 
in Benguet landslide

RETRIEVED. Emergency responders retrieve the body of Nestor Talangcag on Thursday 
(August 19, 2021) under tons of mud that buried him and his live-in partner on August 17 at 
Antamok River in Barangay Loacan, Itogon, Benguet. Rescuers have yet to find Talangcaq’s 
live-in partner. (Photo courtesy of Col. Elmer Ragay)/PNA

CAMP DANGWA, La Trinidad, Ben-
guet – Responders searching for the 

live-in couple in a landslide on Tuesday 
have retrieved a male cadaver Thursday 
afternoon.

Maj. Elpidio Pagoy of the Itogon Munic-
ipal Police Office, in a report, said Nestor 
Talangcag’s body was recovered at the 
landslide site in Antamok, Loacan, Itogon, 
Benguet.

The body of Morina Simeon Lintal, 
who was earlier identified as Maureen Ta-
langcag, 57, on the other hand was recov-

ered August 20 at 7:47 AM.
The soil erosion from the mountain be-

side the Antamok River happened past 10 
a.m. on August 17 that buried the couple 
who were gold panning in the river with 
two other relatives.

Dante Tomi, brother of Nestor, who 
was at the site, said the couple hid beside 
a boulder when the erosion started while 
their 17-year-old son ran for safety.

A boulder covered with mud eventually 
buried the couple./PNA/PROCOR

purpose and the counterpart 
of the local government is the 
500-square meter property 
where the structure will be 
built.

On the other hand, the city 
government will provide the 
more than P100 million re-
quired for the proposed city 
modern abattoir within a 
1-hectare portion of the ced-
ed property to be relocated 
from its present slaughter-
house located right at the cen-
tral business district area.

However, the put up of the 
inter-modal terminal with-
in a 5-hectare portion of the 
property will be implement-
ed through the private public 
partnership (PPP) scheme 
enshrined under the city’s 
Public Private Partnership 
for the People (P4) ordinance 
with a lone proponent being 
evaluated by the P4 Selection 
Committee.

Aside from the aforesaid 
projects, the city government 
plans to relocate the existing 
waste transfer station to the 
western portion of the prop-
erty upon the approval of 
concerned government agen-
cies so that the area being pro-

posed to serve 
as sites for the 
programmed 
projects could 

No sugar-coating of 
Covid situation
In Baguio City, you get 

Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) facts and sit-
uation straight up, no sug-
ar-coating.

Mayor Benjamin Magalong 
had always emphasized the 

value of truthfulness in in-
forming residents of the ob-
taining situations and factual 
information including those 
on the ongoing pandemic es-
pecially since this concerns 
the health of the populace.

 “We don’t like to lie to you.  
The worst thing that a local 
chief executive can do is to lie 
to everyone and tell them that 
the situation is okay when it is 
not,” the mayor said in his ad-
dress during the flag-raising 
rites last Aug. 16.

 “That is not the way we do 
it in the city of Baguio. People 
deserve to know the truth and 
telling them the true situation 
would make them more con-
scious of their health and do 
something to protect them-
selves,” he added.

 He said there was also nev-
er an intention to sow fear.  
“Just the facts straight up, no 
alterations so nobody gets 
misled.” / Aileen P. Refuerzo

INTEGRITY OF COVID DATA 
IMPORTANT – MAYOR
Mayor Benjamin Maga-

long has emphasized 
the importance of data in-
tegrity in the ongoing battle 
against the Coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19).

“Throughout the pandem-
ic, we have seen to it that 
our COVID-19 numbers 
are as they are, good or bad, 
uptrend or downtrend.  We 
don’t undermine or manipu-
late them just to look good,” 
he said. 

He said it is important to 
give premium to maintain-
ing the accuracy and truth-
fulness of the data because 

they serve as guide and basis 
for strategic actions in navi-
gating the pandemic.

“These data direct us on 
what actions to take.  We 
should not manipulate or 
tamper with them,” he said.

COVID-19 data in the city 
are also being studied, ana-
lyzed and interpreted to be 
useful.

 In analyzing, the city uses 
analytical tools available 
through technology.

This includes the link 
analysis which is being used 
by the city’s lead contact 
tracing team.

Data analyst Mischelle 
Junio said the tool provides 
information of how one pa-
tient is related to another 
patient, showing their close 
contacts, possible source of 
infection, the common place 
of engagements and the time 
line of the onset of symp-
toms and where they possi-
bly got infected.

 “It also shows gaps and 
creates more opportunities 
of research on how to prop-
erly track down the specific 
period of time where the 
index case might possibly 
come in contact with the 

identified close contacts.  
The information provided 
by this system are very crit-
ical in the decision making 
on what area to lockdown, 
what activity or event needs 
to be suspended and who 
to quarantine. All these are 
curved towards breaking 
the chains of transmission,” 
Junio said. – Aileen P. Re-
fuerzo

be maximized.
Tabangin pointed out that 

one of the important compo-
nents of the site development 
at the southwestern growth 
corridor are buffer forests in 
vacant spaces to balance the 
conflicting facets of develop-
ment in the area.

She claimed the proposal to 
put up buffer forests in vacant 
spaces was one of the recom-
mendations of the agriculture 
department to help maintain 
the forest cover of some por-
tions of the property.

On the other hand, the city 
government, through the City 
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment Office, is also current-
ly dealing with the informal 
settlers that have occupied 
some portions of the prop-
erty for them to vacate the 
occupied areas once the city 
starts the implementation of 
the big-ticket projects in the 
area as they admitted that 
they actually do not own the 
land where their structures 
are built.

The 10-hectare area of the 
Baguio Dairy Farm is part 
of the 94-hectare property of 

the agriculture department 
reserved as part of the Bagu-
io Animal Breeding and Re-
search Center to help in the 
overall development of the 
agriculture sector in the Cor-
dillera.

The inter-modal terminal 
will serve as the terminal for 
south-bound buses to decon-
gest the Gov. Pack Road area 
from parked lowland-bound 
buses to free the road from 
the daily congestions once 
normal activities will resume 
in the area./Dexter A. See
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THE
JUNCTION
PAHAYAGANG PALABAN!! ATTENTION:  Atty. Marlon Bosantog,  National Commission 

on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), Mayor Benjamin Magalong, 
Baguio City Mayor , Baguio Water District (BWD), Depart-
ment of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)     PART 1Paano na ang mga lehitimong 

ancestral land claimants sa 
parte ng Busol na dini-develop ng 
BWD??? Nasusunod ba ang mga 
alituntunin ng ECC, nagsagawa 
ba ng EIAS o Environmental Im-
pact  Assessment Study ang BWD 
para mabigyan ng ECC??? May 

building/development Permit ba 
na issue ang siyudad ng Baguio, 
ilan lamang ito sa ating mga kata-
nungan sa ngayon. 

Para sa kaalaman ng publiko 

Were the terms and conditions of the cutting permit complied with regarding the cutting of the 
80+ pine trees some being century old? Was the cutting witnessed by the concerned Barangay 
Officials, DENR Officials and concerned residents/stakeholders? Was the timber turned over to 
the CENRO? There appears no corresponding signage indicating the usual details with respect 
to the tree cutting activities.

Did the city issue development permit, excavation permit, etc? Was the BWD issued by NWRB 
water rights to drill in this part of the city? Was the Baguio City Mayor made aware of this 
project prior to the letter sent to him on July 1, 2019 by the DILG? Was the Baguio City Council 
made aware of this project? Take note na niluto ito (niluto -translated in English to mean was 
prepared) ito noong  panahon pa ni Mayor Mauricio Domogan!!!  

DPWH Project billboards indicating the Goldrich Construction is un-
dertaking the Ninety Six Million Two Hundred Forty Seven Thousand 
Ninety Nine Pesos (P96,247,099.00) project.

ang mga development na isina-
sagawa ng Baguio Water District 
sa Busol ay nasasakupan ng mga 
lehitimong ancestral land claims 
katulad ng clan ng Kalomis, Mo-
lintas, Gumangan, atbp. Katulad 

halimbawa ng Kalomis 
land claim na mayroong 

duly registered LRA approved 
survey plan and title. Eto ngayon 
ang isang tunay na Palaisipan at 
Katanungan, paano na ang interes 
ng mga lehitimong ancestral land 
claimants? Tingnan ang ilan sa 
mga larawan at ang kinaukulang 
captions. 


