
DISPATCH FROM CRAME
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KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Mga pinunong gahaman sa 
pondo, sumpa sa bayan

BAGUIO CITY -- After almost three years in hiding, 
the housemaid who allegedly killed the teenage 

daughter of her employer here in 2016 was finally 
arrested by authorities in Pangasinan province. 

A belated report reaching the Philippine News 
Agency (PNA) on Friday said Marites Judan, the 
primary suspect in the killing of 15-year-old Allery 
Wagayen at their house in Barangay Pinsao proper back 
in May 2016, was nabbed by operatives of the Police 
Regional Office - Cordillera, the Alaminos City police 
and the Baguio City police tracker team on Dampay 
St., Poblacion, Alaminos, Pangasinan on Wednesday

Police personnel, armed with an arrest warrant, 
apprehended the suspect, along with her partner 
Manuel Carbonel Balangatan, who is also Judan’s 
“partner in crime” in robbing the houses of the family 
that takes in the housemaid.

Wagayen, who bore 13 stab wounds on her body, 
was found inside the comfort room of their house.

Based on police records, two relatives of the victim 
found her body, after giving Judan a ride to the market 
when they saw her at the parking area of the victim’s 
residence.

However, the relatives said that even before reaching 
the market, Judan got off the vehicle and walked toward 
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KAMPAI FOR FRIENDSHIP AND PROSPERITY  - Newly-designated Consulate of the Peo-
ple's Republic of China in Laoag City, Consul Chen Jing calls for a toast to welcome the Year of 
the Pig in celebration of the Chinese Lunar New Year, to City officials headed by Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan and Congressman Marquez Go's wife,Soledad, and members of the Fil-Chinese Exec-
utive Committee and elders headed by Peter Ng during the Spring Festival Dinner and Awards 
Night  held at Supreme Hotel last February 6./Bong Cayabyab 
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Mayor gives in to council stand to 
remove trade fair at skating rink
BAGUIO CITY – Mayor 

Mauricio Domogan 
on Monday gave in to the 
city council’s resolve not to 
allow Baguio Blooms Expo-
sition and Exhibition at the 
Burnham Park skating rink 
area and asked the body to 
instead approve the use of 
the Jadewell parking site 
to relocate the Panagbenga 
activity.

The city council in its 
session also last Monday 
denied with finality the 
mayor’s appeal for the alder-
men’s reconsideration of their 
stand to prohibit the use of 
the skating rink site.

“It is unfortunate that you 
did not consider my reasons 
in not singing the two res-
olutions which is actually a 
veto and denied my series of 
appeal,” the mayor said.

“Be that as it may, I do not 
insist to let the 2019 Panag-
benga Baguio Blooms stay at 
the Skating Rink and its sur-
roundings for it is obvious 
that this August Body do 

not agree despite the expla-
nations I made.”

He requested the body 
to immediately approve the 
transfer of the fair to the 
Jadewell parking.

He asked however that the 
landscapes put up as entries 
to the landscaping contest, 
also a regular feature of the 
Panagbenga, to remain at 
the skating area site citing 
the difficulty of transferring 
them to another venue.

These landscapes do not 
cause damage and on the 
contrary enhance the beauty 
of the skating rink environs, 
he added.

The mayor did not sign 
Resolution No. 19-19 of 
the city council which dis-
approved the trade fair at 
the skating rink site saying 
it violates the Environment 
Code and the Trade Fair 
Ordinance of the city and 
will destroy the park.

In his veto message dated 
Jan. 28, the mayor said it does 
not violate the Environment 

Code and cited section 14 
of Ordinance No. 18-16 
which allows the temporary 
closure of the protected land-
scapes for events conducted 
in relation to institutional-
ized activities organized or 
co-sponsored by the city gov-
ernment.

The mayor also called out 
the city council on an old 
measure Resolution No. 11-A 
series of 2014 which declared 
the fair as exempt from the 
Trade Fair ordinance being 
a city government under-
taking.

The mayor said Baguio 
Blooms has been part of the 
traditional attractions of the 
Panagbenga.

Proceeds from the fair 
helps sustain the budget 
which is being used to 
finance the subsidy being 
given to participating ele-
mentary and high schools 
and the prices of the winners 
in the grand street dance 
and floral parades./Aileen P. 
Refuerzo 

Green infrastructure incentives 
in Baguio proposed
BAGUIO CITY – The 

City Council approved 
on first reading a proposed 
ordinance requiring the 
design, construction, or ret-
rofitting of buildings and 
other structures to meet 
minimum standards of a 
‘green infrastructure’ in the 
city, providing incentives and 
for other purposes.

The ordinance authored 
by Councilor Leandro B. 
Yangot, Jr. stated it will be a 
declared policy of the local 
government to establish 
and maintain building 
standards that require the 
planning, design, construc-
tion, operation and mainte-
nance, including the retro-
fitting of building projects 
that is dedicated to fostering 
positive change and public 
attitude towards environ-
mental issues; emphasize 
that land conservation, urban 
planning and development 
should include ‘green infra-
structure’ as key planning 
framework to understand 
the necessity of preserv-
ing a healthy environment 
to allow future generations 
to reach prosperity; require 
the planning and integration 
of ‘green spaces’ and instal-
lation of available and cost 
efficient technologies prior to 
any infrastructure develop-
ment; create and maintain a 
network of ‘green spaces and 
integrate them in the whole 
gamut of infrastructure 
projects and developments; 

increase the demand for 
environmentally preferable 
building materials, finishing 
and furnishings; emphasize 
that a participatory approach 
is necessary to ensure buy-in 
by all stakeholders, including 
businesses, government and 
the public in general; provide 
measures for the protec-
tion of ground water on all 
vertical structures; provide 
incentives for land users, 
developers and planners 
who incorporate, implement, 
install and actually use envi-
ronment-friendly technolo-
gies that promote a strong 
biodiversity, improve the 
state of health of the popula-
tion and abate the continuing 
destruction of the ecosystem, 
ground water and air quality 
and identify all problems 
and solutions that come in 
the way of applying ‘green 
building’ standards and the 
continuity of application.

The ordinance stipulat-
ed that all vertical struc-
tures whether or not used 
for commercial, industrial, 
institutional or residential 
use are mandated to apply 
and implement the policies 
provided under the proposed 
local legislative measure, 
including the provision for 
mechanisms that shall reduce 
‘greenhouse’ gas emissions, 
including waste water 
treatment.

In the case of proposed 
and new structures, Yangot 
explained that an applicant 

must apply with the City 
Buildings and Architec-
ture Office (CBAO), City 
Planning Environment and 
Parks Management Office 
(CEPMO) and City Planning 
and Development Office 
(CPDO) for preliminary 
certification if the applicant 
will be the owner or contact 
purchaser of the facility at 
the time of construction, in 
writing, on a form prepared 
and provided for and shall 
contain a statement that the 
applicant plans to construct 
a facility that will meet the 
prescribed requirements; a 
detailed description of the 
proposed facility and its 
operation and information 
showing that the facility will 
operate as represented in the 
application; the estimated 
start and completion dates 
of the construction of the 
facility and any other infor-
mation determined by the 
offices to be necessary prior 
to the issuance of an initial 
certificate.

The ordinance added the 
CBAO may order the revoca-
tion of the final certificate it 
issued upon the recommen-
dation of the CEPMO or 
CPDO, if the City Building 
Official finds that the cer-
tification was obtained by 
fraud or misrepresentation 
and the holder of the certif-
icate has substantially failed 
to construct or complete the 
facility in compliance with 
the submitted plans, spec-
ifications, and procedures 
in such certificate./Dexter 
A. See

39 stalls called out for violating 
plastic-free ordinance
BAGUIO CITY – Thirty 

nine stalls at the city 
market were called out for 
violating the Plastic and 
Styrofoam-Free Baguio 
City Ordinance of the city.

Market Division Chief 
Fernando Ragma Jr. said 
of the 39, 14 were caught 
providing plastic bags 
to customers while 25 
failed to post the required 
signage.

Ragma said the stall 
owners were issued 
notices of violation which 
serve as their first and last 
warning.

He said monitoring 
will continue and those 
who will commit second 
offense will be subjected 
to a fine of P1,000.

As of Dec. 7 last year, 
Ragma placed the market 
stall owners’ compliance 
to the ordinance at 80-90 
percent.

“It is important to 
note that thee buying 
public are now aware and 
bring their own re-usable 
bags or containers when 
they come to the public 
market,” he noted.

The Plastic Carry/

Shopping Bags and Sty-
rofoam-Free Baguio 

Task Force or Task Force 
Anti-Plastic recently 
formed by  Mayor 
Mauricio Domogan is also 
set to conduct spot inspec-
tions of business establish-
ments all over the city to 
sustain awareness and 
ensure their compliance 
to the ordinance.

Engr. Moses Lozano, 
acting assistant head of 
the City Environment 
and Parks Management 
Office (CEPMO) which 
spearheads the task force 
with the General Services 
Office said the inspections 

should sup-
p l e m e n t 
the regular 
check-ups 
being done 
b y  t h e 
M a r k e t 
D i v i s i o n 
of the City 
Tr e a s u r y 
Office and 
by the Public 
O r d e r 
and Safety 
D i v i s i o n 
of the City 

VP Robredo turns over 2-classroom 
building in Ifugao town
KIANGAN, Ifugao 

- A two classroom 
building with Informa-
tion and Communica-
tion Technology (ICT) 
equipment was  turned-
over by Vice President 
Leonora Robredo to 
the  Department of 
Education - Duit Ele-
mentary School here  
last week.

The school building 
was made possible 
under  the  Angat 
Buhay Program of Vice 
President Robredo with 
financial assistance 
from the LBC Founda-
tion, PhilAm Life-Phil-
ippines Foundation and 
the Rodl Philippines, Inc. 
to provide better and 

more comfortable class-
rooms to the pupils and 
teachers.

The new building that 
started construction in 
2017 will serve as addi-
tional learning rooms 
for the pupils who were 
displaced when their old 
school was relocated due 
to geographical hazard as 
found out by the Depart-
ment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
in 2015.

The turn-over and 
inauguration ceremony 
was witnessed by stake-
holders led by Mayor 
Joselito Guyguyon, 
Ifugao Schools Division 
Superintendent Gloria 
Buya-o, local officials, 

representat ives  of 
partner non-govern-
ment organizations and 
the community.

Joining them were 
LBC Foundation rep-
resentatives Richard 
Gomez and Victor Belen, 
PhilAm Life representa-
tive Max Ventura and 
Mariano Norbert Majer 
of Rodl Philippines, Inc.

Robredo also visited 
the Kiangan Heritage 
Center located at the 
Kiangan Central School 
in Barangay Poblacion 
and   interacted with the    
native weavers. 

This was the fourth 
time that Robredo visited 
the town bringing along 
with her projects for the 
people.  (JDP/DBC- PIA 
CAR, Ifugao)
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her destination.
“Judan goes by many aliases and has perfected the 

modus of posing as a house helper and eventually 
robbing and harming the unsuspecting family,” said 
Supt. Allan Docyogen, Baguio police chief of intel-
ligence.

Docyogen said Judan also goes by the name “Marites 
Relloraza”, “Florence Macalay”, “Marites de Guzman”, 
“Brenda Mendoza”, and “Brenda Ducusin” to evade 
arrest.

He said Judan has a pending case for homicide with 
robbery in Baguio City, and standing warrants of arrest 
for crimes ranging from qualified theft to robbery in 
the provinces of La Union and Ilocos Sur.

Docyogen called on those who were victimized by 
Judan to coordinate with the police./Dionisio Dennis, 
Jr. (PNA)

Baguio’s ‘killer maid’...
...from page 1

BUED CLEAN UP: More than 500 volunteers participated in the massive clean 
up drive along the stretch of the Bued River along Kennon Road on Friday, 
February 08 spearheaded by the DENR-CAR with the Provincial and Community 
Environment and Natural Resources Office. The clean-up drive aims to involve the 
different stakeholders in protecting and preserving the river within parts of Baguio 
City and Tuba, Benguet against any environmental degradation./RMC PIA-CAR

Chinese consul impressed on 
Spring festival celebration
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

newly installed consul 
and head of post of the 
Consulate of the Peoples 
Republic of Chine based 
in Laoag City, Ilocos 
Norte was impressed on 
the strong partnership 
between the local govern-
ment and the city’s Filipi-
no-Chinese community 
in the celebration of the 
annual Spring fes-tival in 
the country’s undisputed 
Summer Capital.

Consul Zhou Youbin, 
who was the guest of 
honor and speaker during 
the Dinner Awards Night 
of the 2019 Spring festival 
celebration in the city, 
commended the local 
government led by Mayor 
Mauricio g. Domogan 
for having in-stitution-
alized the celebration of 
the Chinese Lunar New 
Year in the city over two 
decades ago that con-
tributed in strengthening 
the harmonious working 
rela-tionship between 
the Filipinos and Chinese 
living in the city.

He stated that the 
st ronger  diplomat-
ic relations between the 
Phil-ippines and China 
which is being espoused 
by President Rodrigo 
Duterte is a sign of much 
stronger ties between the 
people of both countries 
who are aspir-ing for 
growth and development.

“We will continue with 
the age-old tradition of 
strengthening our part-
nership for the benefit 

of the people of the two 
countries. China will 
al-ways be at the forefront 
of extending assistance to 
less developed countries 
through a series of 
exchanges,”  Youbin 
stressed.

He disclosed that one of 
the priority programs that 
he will initi-ate will be an 
exchange of local govern-
ments in China and the 
Philippines and the estab-
lishment of sisterhood 
relations between them for 
the enhanced ex-change of 
best practices that could 
result to the growth and 
development of localities 
in the different parts of the 
country.

For his part, Mayor 
Domogan commended 
the Filipino-Chinese 
commu-nity in the city 
for their unrelenting and 
uncompromising support 
extended to the local gov-
ernment and the people, 
especially during the 
onslaught of natu-ral 
calamities and emergency 
situations, because they 
are always at the fore-front 
in extending assistance to 
the people without being 
called upon to do so.

Domogan claimed 
the spirit of voluntarism 
of the Filipino-Chinese 
community is worthy of 
emulation by other foreign 
nationals who are also 
liv-ing with the residents 
so that there will always be 
an interplay of people in 
helping the city move up 
to greater heights.

Ordinance N. 18, series 
of 1999 institutionalized 
the celebration of the 
Chinese Lunar New Year 
otherwise known as the 
Spring festival in the city 
purposely to strength-
en the bond between the 
Filipinos and Chinese 
who are living together 
in the city.

Peter Ng, chairman of 
the 219 Spring festival 
celebration in the city, 
assured city officials and 
residents that the support 
being extended by the Fil-
ipino-Chinese community 
will not change but will 
continue to improve 
amidst the fast changing 
times because they 
learned to co-exist with 
the peo-ple in the different 
barangays.

He underscored that 
as bonafide residents of 
the city, they also feel 
the same problems as 
the Filipinos that is why 
they are always keeping 
their doors open for 
whatever assistance there 
are capable of providing 
to those who are in need 
to ensure the significant 
improvement in their 
existing living conditions. 
Ng pointed out that the 
Chinese are known for 
their being compassion-
ate and generous to those 
who are in need that is 
why among the ma-jor 
activity that were lined up 
during this year’s Spring 
festival celebration were 
gift-giving activities in a 
number of city barangays./
Dexter A. See

Massive clean up drive along 
Bued River 
BAGUIO CITY -- More 

than 500 volunteers 
participated in the massive 
cleanup drive along the 
stretch of the Bued River on 
Friday (Feb.8).

 The Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) regional 
office with the Provincial 
and Community Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
Office spearheaded the 
massive clean up drive with 
the different stakehold-
ers including government 
agencies, local government 
units, private institutions 
and people in the commu-
nities in Baguio City and 
Benguet to clean up the Bued 
River which stretches along 
Kennon Road.

The more than 500 volun-
teers were distributed in 10 
sectors along the Bued River 
including its tributaries from 
Camp 8 and Camp 7 areas in 
Baguio City to Camp 3 and 
Camp 6 in Tuba, Benguet. 

The clean up drive was 

done following the suc-
cessful rehabilitation of 

Boracay and the recent clean 
up of the Manila Bay.

  Benguet PENR Officer 
Carlos Arida said the 
clean-up drive aims to 
involve the different stake-
holders in protecting and 
preserving the river within 
parts of Baguio City and 
Tuba, Benguet against any 
environmental degrada-
tion. The  Bued River, he 
said,  has experienced envi-
ronmental degradation due 
to many threats including 
the presence of household, 
mining and animal wastes.

I n  h i s  m e s s a g e , 
DENR-CAR Regional 
Director Ralph Pablo said 
that the clean up drive was 
conducted to clean the solid 
wastes being dumped at the 
river which caused its deg-
radation. He stressed on the  
need to conduct the clean 
up drive with the different 
stakeholders including 
people in the barangays to let 
them realize the worsening 
condition of river which 

needs to be revived.
 Pablo said the massive 

cleanup will serve as an 

information, education and 
communication campaign 
in  making sure that the Bued 
River will not be used as a 
dumping site for waste.

 He thanked the volunteers 
who participated in the clean 
up drive, adding that their 
presence is a manifestation 
that they are united to clean 
and show care to the Bued. 

Arinda  reminded the 
residents, owners of business 
establishments and visitors to 
refrain from discharging any 
kind of wastes which contrib-
ute to the degradation of the 
river. He stressed that the 
participation and self-disci-
pline of everyone will make 
the river more vibrant and 
will  encourage more aquatic 
life in the river.  

 Pablo bared that  clean up 
drive will also be done in the 
different river systems in the 
region including the Lamut 
River in Ifugao and the 
Balili River in La Trinidad, 
Benguet. (JDP/RMC- PIA 
CAR) JHMC belies 

hospital project in Scout barrio
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

John Hay Manage-
ment Corporation, a sub-
sidiary of the State-owned 
Bases Conversion and 
Development Authority 
(BCDA), belied the 
existence of an approved 
project for the put up of a 
hospital in a portion of its 
property in Scout Barrio.

JHMC president and 

chief executive officer 
Allan R. Garcia said that 
it is unfair to conclude 
that there is already 
an approved hospital 
project in the open area 
in barangay Scout barrio 
when the BCDA Board 
has not yet approved 
any proposal on the said 
project.

“There are no struc-

tures that were approved. 
There is also no approved 
hospital project in the 
area. We were wondering 
why there were reports 
that there will be a hospital 
that will be built in the 
area,” Garcia stressed.

The JHMC official 
underscored that it will 
be the BCD Board that 
will approve whatever 
proposals that will be 
found feasible after the 
conduct of a comprehen-
sive assessment and evalu-

ation of existing unsolicit-
ed proposals but there are 
no plans yet to use the 
contested area for the put 
up of a privately-owned 
hospital.

According to him, 
JHMC allowed some 
groups to conduct soil 
testing in some of its 
properties which will be 
used by proponents to 
support their feasibility 
studies for their unso-
licited proposals but the 
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INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “… Ang inyong mga pinuno ay mapaghimagsik 
at mga rebelde, ksaabwat nila ang mga magnanakaw… naghahabol ng mga suhol 
at mga regalo…” (Isaias 1:23,Bibliya).

-ooo-

TOTOO BANG MGA PULITIKO ANG MAKIKINABANG SA 2019 
BUDGET? May kailangang ipaliwanag ang Pangulong Duterte, at ang mga 
senador at kongresista natin, sa P3.97 trilyong pambansang budget para sa 2019: 
totoo ba ang akusasyon ni Sen. Panfilo Lacson na puno ito ng mga pondong 
hiniling lamang ng mga mambabatas na maisingit bilang bahagi ng 2019 budget ng 
Pilipinas, para magastos nila ang perang ito para sa kanilang sariling kapakanan?

Sa pananaw ng marami nating mga kababayan, ang pagsisingit ng mga pondo sa 
taunang budget sa 2019, kung totoo man, ay maniobra lamang ng mga mambabatas 
upang magkaroon sila ng pondong magagamit sa halalan sa Mayo.

Kung totoo kasi ang pagsisingit ng mga pondo para sa 2019, tiyak maraming 
mga kontraktor at mga negosyante ang papayag magbigay na ng “advance” sa 
mga mambabatas batay sa pondong inilaan sa kanila sa 2019 budget. Sigurado na 
kasi ang mga proyektong makokopo ng mga kontratista at mga negosyante mula 
sa mga pork barrel ng mga pulitiko.

-ooo-

HILING KAY LACSON: NAME NAMES SA PORK INSERTION! Ang 
gusto ko lamang hilingin ngayon kay Sen. Lacson at sa mga kaalyado niyang 
tumutuligsa sa sinasabi nilang pagsisingit ng pondo para sa kapakanan ng mga 
mambabatas ay ang pagbubunyad sa mga sumusunod na bagay: Una, magkano 
ang kabuuang halaga ng isiningit na pondo?

Pangalawa, sino ang mga pulitiko na nakapag-singit ng pondo para sa kanilang 
mga sarili, at magkano ang inilaan sa bawat isa sa kanila? Sa isyung ito, may 
patunay ba si Lacson na may halos P2.9 bilyon pondo ang inilaan para sa 
kasalukuyang Speaker of the House, Pampanga Rep. Glor Macapagal Arroyo 
mula sa 2019 budget?

Pangatlo, ano ang balak gawin ni Lacson sa ngayon na naghihintay na lamang 
ng lagda nn Pangulong Duterte ang panukalang budget para sa 2019 upang ito 
ay magkaroon ng bisa? Magsasampa ba siya ng kaso sa Korte Suprema upang 
kuwestiyunin ang pagsisingit ng pondo? O magsasampa ba siya ng kasong plunder 
o graft and corruption man lamang sa mga mambabatas na sangkot sa pagsisingit 
ng pondo para sa kanilang sariling interest?

-ooo-

MGA PINUNONG GAHAMAN SA PONDO, SUMPA SA BAYAN: Ang 
pagkagahaman ng mga lider o pinuno ng mga bansa sa salapi, o sa mga regalo, 
ay isang katotohanang nagaganap na noon pa man, hindi lamang sa ngayon. Sa 
isang nagbabasa ng Bibliya, nalalaman niyang ang isa sa mga matinding hinanakit 
ng Diyos sa mga lider at mga pinuno ay ang pagkagahaman 

Inaccessible SALNs

KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

Mga pinunong gahaman sa 
pondo, sumpa sa bayan

It has brought down two chief justices already and continues to be the bête noire 
of many a public official. “It” is, of course, the Statement of Assets, Liabilities, and 
Net Worth or SALN, a requirement imposed on all public officers and employees 
by Article XI, Section 17 of the 1987 Constitution and implemented by Republic 
Act No. 6713, Section 8.

Very recently, the House of Representatives, led by no less than the Speaker 
herself, passed H. Reso. No. 2467 adopting the “Rules of Procedure in the Filing, 
Review, and Disclosure of, and Access to, the Statements of Assets, Liabilities 
and Net Worth (SALNs) of Members, Officers and Employees of the House of 
Representatives.”

The short story behind the long title is that access to House SALNs is now 
subject to a majority vote by the House in plenary session under Section 14 of 
the proposed Rule.

We take a Deep Dive into House Resolution No. 2467 and the parallel measures 
in the two other branches regulating access to SALNs.

Presumption in favor of access

Both the Constitution and the law establish a presumption in favor of access to 
information on a public officer or employee’s state of wealth.

Article XI, section 17 of the 1987 Constitution requires every public officer and 
employee to submit a SALN “upon assumption of office and as often thereafter 
as may be required by law.” Section 8, RA 6713 provides that public officials and 
employees have an obligation to accomplish and submit their SALNs including 
those of their spouses and of unmarried children under eighteen (18) years of 
age living in their households but, more importantly, that the public has the right 

Cont. on page 5

to know.
The law also provides that SALNs shall be 

made available for inspection at reasonable 
hours. They shall also be made available for copying or reproduction after ten 
(10) working days from filing, subject to the payment of a reasonable fee to cover 
cost of reproduction and mailing, as well as the cost of certification.

The only constitutional limitation to this access would be with regard to SALNs 
filed by specific officers, namely, the President, the Vice President, Cabinet 
members, Congress, the Supreme Court, the constitutional commissions and other 
constitutional offices (such as the Ombudsman and the Commission on Human 
Rights), and officers of the armed forces with star or flag rank, where limitations 
on disclosure may be provided by law.

The Implementing Rules and Regulations to RA 6713 provide that access to 
official information, records, or documents shall be provided to any requesting 
member of the public, except if:

such information, record or document must be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or security or the conduct of foreign affairs;

such disclosure would put the life and safety of an individual in imminent danger;
the information, record or document sought falls within the concepts of 

established privilege or recognized exceptions as may be provided by law or 
settled policy or jurisprudence;

such information, record or document compromises drafts or decisions, orders, 
rulings, policy, decisions, memoranda, etc;

it would disclose information of a personal nature where disclosure would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

it would disclose investigatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
or information which, if written, would be contained in such records or information 
that would interfere with enforcement proceedings; deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication; disclose the identity of a confidential source 
and, in the case of a record compiled by a criminal law enforcement authority 
in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful 
national security intelligence investigation, confidential information furnished 
only by the confidential source; or unjustifiably disclose investigative techniques 
and procedures; or

it would disclose information the premature disclosure of which would (i) in 
the case of a department, office or agency which agency regulates currencies, 
securities, commodities, of financial institutions, be likely to lead to significant 
financial speculation in currencies, securities, or commodities or significantly 
endanger the stability of any financial institution, or (ii) in the case of any 
department, office or agency be likely or significantly to frustrate implementation 
of a proposed official action, except that subparagraph (f) (ii) shall 
not apply in any instance where the department, office or agency has 
already disclosed to the public the content or nature of its proposed 
action, or where the department, office or agency is required by law to 
make such disclosure on its own initiative prior to 

February 9-15, 2019

By: Therodore Te (www.rappler.com)
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nila sa tiwaling kita.
Sa Exodus 18, may payo si Jethro sa manugang 

niyang si Moises, ukol sa mga iluluklok niyang 
mga pinuno ng mga Israelita, ang sambayanan ng 
Diyos. Binabalaan ni Jethro si Moses na tanging 
ang mga taong galit sa masamang kita ang marapat 
na maluluklok sa posisyon. Ginawa ni Jethro ang 
babalang ito dahil noon pa man, marami ng mga 
opisyales ang tiwali at mahilig sa pera.

Sa Isaias 1, matindi naman ang galit ng Diyos sa 
mga pinunong mahilig sa mga suhol at lagay, at sa mga 
regalo sa kanila. Sabi ng Diyos, ang mga pinunong 
ito ang dahilan kaya wasak ang Kaniyang bayan. 
Ano, kung ganoon, ang panlaban sa mga pinunong 
gahaman sa katiwalian? Isang sambayanang nakikinig 
at nag-aaral ng Salita, at sumusunod sa utos, ng Diyos. 
Panahon na upang ang mga Pilipino ay matutong 
makinig sa Salita, at sumunod sa utos, ng Diyos.

-ooo-

TAWAG NA PARA SA MGA TANONG, PAYO, 
AT TULONG: Sa mga nais tumawag o magtanong, 
o humingi ng tulong, sa akin sa mga tinatalakay sa 
“Ang Tanging Daan” o sa “Kakampi Mo Ang Batas”, 
maaari po kayong tumawag o mag-text sa mga numero 
ko: 0977 805 9058, 0917 984 2468, 0918 5740193 at 
0933 825 1308. Maaari din po kayong mag-email sa 
akin sa batasmauricio@yahoo.com, o magpadala ng 
inyong mga mensahe sa aking Messenger sa Facebook 
(Melanio Lazo Mauricio Jr.). Salamat sa Diyos sa 
Ngalan Ni Jesus!

Kakampi mo ang batas
...from page 4

Editorial
...from page 4

taking final official action on such proposal.
In view of the presumption in favor of access, 

any restriction or regulation bears a heavy burden of 
justification.

Judiciary, executive and the Corona lesson

Parallel to H. Reso. No. 2467 are the guidelines 
provided by the Supreme Court in 2012 for the release 
of the SALNs of justices, judges, and court officials.

In 2012, fresh from the removal of former chief 
justice Renato C. Corona for his failure to disclose 
specific information in his SALN, the Court provided 
guidelines for access to the SALNs of judiciary 
members. The guidelines provided a procedure 
for access with specific exceptions, with the final 
determination being left to the Supreme Court En 
Banc.

The Supreme Court would later, in a Resolution 
dated July 3, 2018, authorize the posting of summary 
reports of the SALNs of the Justices starting from 
2017, subject to specific guidelines contained therein. 
The Court would also later provide for updated 
guidelines on requesting information, including 
requesting for SALNs, in its “Rule on Access to 
Information About The Supreme Court.”

For the Executive Branch, the latest policy directive 
on access to SALNs is found in Executive Order 
No. 2 (S. 2016), which provides that SALNs shall 
be made available for scrutiny subject to any of the 
exceptions enshrined in the Constitution, existing law 
or jurisprudence.

A legal presumption in favor of access to 
information, public records and official records is 
expressly provided and “(n)o request for information 
shall be denied unless it clearly falls under any of 
the exceptions listed in the inventory or updated 
inventory of exceptions circularized by the Office 
of the President provided in the preceding section.”

House’s more burdensome guidelines

Similar to the guidelines issued by the judiciary 
and executive branch, the House guidelines on access 
to SALNs provides for regulation of access to the 
SALNs on file.

Unlike, however, the two other branches, the 
procedure in the House is much more stringent.

Under the judiciary guidelines, it is only the Clerk of 
Court of the particular court that makes a preliminary 
determination and only to forward it to the Supreme 
Court En Banc. Under Executive Order No. 2, any 
requests shall be received by the specific government 
office with a tracer to track the status of the request 
and a deadline to respond to a request that is considered 
fully-compliant with the requirements for access.

The House guidelines provide for a three-step process 
starting with a preliminary determination and evaluation 
by the SALN Review and Compliance Committee 
Secretariat, which determines if any of the limitations 
under section 12 (7) of H.B. 2467 exist.

In specific instances, the Committee Secretariat may 
even require the House Member to provide a comment 
to the request. The Secretariat then recommends the 
appropriate action to SALN Review and Compliance 
Committee itself, which may grant or deny access to 
the filed SALNs. It is the House, in plenary, which 
determines if access to the copies of the SALN will 
be provided.

There are no timelines provided in the House 
guidelines, unlike in Executive Order No. 2. There are 
also no standards for the members of the Secretariat to 
act in the event that specific House Member disagrees 

By: Sen. Leila De Lima

On the passage of milestone 
social justice bills

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

Social Justice lies at the heart of the 1987 Constitution, 
evinced by Art. II, Sec. 10 thereof, which provides that the 
“State shall promote social justice in all phases of national 
development,” and Art. XIII where both concepts of Social 
Justice and Human Rights were combined to make clear 
that the promotion of the former is essential for the real-
ization and enjoyment of the latter.

This I have always reminded myself and my team with 
since I chaired the Senate Committee on Social Justice, 
Welfare and Rural Development in 2018. Kaya naman sa 
halos walong buwan kong serbisyo bilang pinuno nito, 
ikinigagalak kong i-ulat ang mga matagumpay na natapos 
ng komite sa pagsusulong ng mga panukalang batas na 
may layuning maghatid ng mas mahusay na kalidad ng 
buhay at may pangkalahatang pagtuon sa pagtulong sa 
mga may pinakamaraming pangangailangan at margin-
alized sectors.

Just recently, three priority legislations were success-
fully passed in the Senate with the goal of improving the 
lives of the most vulnerable sectors of our society. Their 
cries have finally been heard, and they will no longer be 
consigned in the shadows.

The Magna Carta of the Poor, which will put premium 
on the fundamental rights of the poor to food, work, 
education, shelter and health, is the State’s response to 
decades-old ills that have for the longest time prevented 
the rise of the poor in the social ladder.

The National Commission of Senior Citizens Act, which 
recognizes the rising number of Senior Citizens in our 
population, is the State’s faithful compliance with its moral 
obligation to give back to those who have served this 
nation with blood and sweat in their yesteryears.

And finally, the 4Ps Institutionalization Act which will 
ensure that as we protect the lynchpin of the government’s 
social protection program and poverty reduction strategy 
from political transitions through its institutionalization, 
we also enhance this massive and effective program by 
prioritizing farmers and fisherfolk, ensuring a livelihood 
component that will provide more income to the poor 
households and help them graduate from the program, 
and assuring that the poor and qualified households are 
covered and protected and the targets of the program met.

More equally meaningful social justice measures are 
in the pipeline.

Ito ay hindi natin makakamit kung hindi dahil sa 
suporta at gabay ng mga kasamahan ko sa Senado, par-
tikular na yung mga may akda ng mga panukalang batas 
na ito, sina Sen. Ralph Recto at Sen. Risa Hontiveros na 
nagpasok ng mahahalagang susog sa kaso ng 4Ps Act, 
sa masigasig na pamumuno ni Senate President Vicente 
Sotto III, at ang kasama kong nagsulong ng mga prayor-
itad na ito, ang aking kaibigan at kasangga na si Sen. 
Sonny Trillanes.

Nais ko ring magbigay pugay sa mga primary stakehold-
ers – kabilang ang mga eksperto, mga batayang sektor ng 
lipunan at ang dating Kalihim ng DSWD Dinky Soliman 
– sa kanilang aktibo at walang humpay na partisipasyon 
sa paglikha ng mga panukalang ito.

With these milestones, it is imperative that we all do 
our part and remain ever vigilant in ensuring that these 
measures are signed into law and dutifully and responsibly 
implemented by the national government.

Bagaman malayo na ang ating narating, kailangan pa 
natin ng patuloy pang pagsusog at suporta upang tuluyang 
maisabatas itong mga panukalang ito na makatutulong 
sa ating mga kababayang nangangailangan. This is but 
another step forward in our continuing journey towards 
attaining social justice for the disadvantaged sectors.

Walang tatalo sa pwersa ng nagkakaisang sambayanan.

with the request. Instead of providing for greater 
access, the House guidelines make it more difficult to 
gain access.

And because any decision to release copies is left 
to the vote of the House in plenary, this would subject 
the request to an unduly burdensome and unreasonable 
requirement of obtaining a majority of members of the 
House voting to release copies to those requesting.

In view of the presumption in favor of access, 
H.B. No. 2467 might appear to be in conflict with the 
Constitution, something which even the President’s 
spokesperson has noticed.

The guidelines limit access to SALNs of members, 
officers, and employees of the House and impair 
transparency and, ultimately, accountability. – Rappler.
com

conduct of such study does not mean that there is 
already an approved project in the said area.

He explained that if the unsolicited proposals of 
project proponents who want to use some of its proper-
ties for business purposes, then the JHMC will own the 
results of whatever technical studies that were under-
taken that could be used for future references in case 
the corporation will have plans to develop the said areas 
for suitable projects that will ensure the generation of 
added income for the BCDA.

BCA was created by law to administer, manage and 
operate former American military bases in the different 
parts of the country and whatever proceeds that will be 
generated from the operation of the said government 
properties will be earmarked for the modernization 
of the country’s armed forces.

Garcia claimed that there are numerous unsolic-
ited proposals for the development of portions of 
the former American rest and recreation center but 
the BCDA s seriously assessing and evaluating said 
proposals to screen which among them will be the 
most advantageous to the gov-

JHMC belies hospital...
...from page 3

Cont. on page 6
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Republic of the
Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL 
COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL 
REGION

BRANCH 63
La Trinidad, 

Benguet
regionaltrialcourt-

br63@yahoo.com.ph
Tel. No. (074) 

422-2812

In Re: PETITION 
FOR THE CORREC-
TION OF ENTRY IN 
THE CERTIFICATE 
OF LIVE BIRTH OF 
OFELIA S. BENI-
TO-ROMAN.

OFELIA S. BENI-
TO-ROMAN,

-Petitioner,

-versus-

OFFICE OF THE 
L O C A L  C I V I L 
REGISTRAR OF 
ATOK, BENGUET 
AND THE PHILIP-
PINE STATISTICS 
OFFICE (PSO),

-Respondents.

Special Proceedings 
Case No.:

18-SP-1955
x------------x
NOTICE OF 

INITIAL HEARING

Petitioner OFELIA 
S. BENITO-ROMAN, 
through  counsel,  filed a 
verified  petition  in  this 
Court  for  the  COR-
RECTION  OF  ENTRY  
IN THE  CERTIFICATE  
OF LIVE  BIRTH  OF  
OFELIA  S.  BENITO-RO-
MAN  under  Rule  108  
of the Rules  of  court,  
alleging  in  essence,  thus:

PETITION

PETITIONER  through 
the PUBLIC  ATTOR-
NEY’S OFFICE,  and 
unto  the  HONORABLE 
COURT,  respectfully 
states  that:

1. Petitioner  is  of legal 
age,  Filipino  Citizen, 
married  and  bonafide 
resident  of  Tulodan, 
Cattubo,  Atok,  Benguet;

2. Respondents  are 
government offices: 
The  office  of  the  Local 
civil  Registrar  of  Atok, 
Benguet  has  its  office  
at  the  Municipal  Hall of  
Atok,  Benguet  while the  
PHILIPPINES  STATIS-

TICS AUTHORITY (PSA  
for  brevity)  has  its office  
address  at  Quezon  City, 
Philippines;

3. In  her  Certificate  of  
Live  Birth  duly  issued by 
the  PSA,  her  date  of birth  
as  appearing  therein is  
December 23, 1961 instead  
of  December  23, 1954.  A  
photocopy  of  her Certif-
icate  of  Live  Birth duly 
issued  by  the  Philippine  
Statistics  Authority (PSA)  
is  attached  hereto and 
made  as  integral  part  as 
Annex  “A”;

4. Petitioner  avers  that 
the  facts  of  her  birth  was 
never  registered  by  her 
parents  and  it  was  only  
in  the  year  1994  when  
she  applied  for  job 
overseas  that  she  became 
aware  of  the  non-regis-
tration  of  her birth;

5. She  then  applied  for 
late  registration  of  birth  
in order  for  her to  be  
able to  apply  for  a  job 
abroad,  however,  the  year 
of  birth  was  erroneously 
entered  as  1961  instead 
of  1954;

6. Her  correct  date of 
birth,  the  one  she  had 
been  continuously  using 
is December  23, 1954  as 
evidenced  by  her  Certifi-
cate  of  Marriage,  Elemen-
tary  Student’s  Permanent 
Form  and  Baptismal  cer-
tificate, copies  of  which  
are  hereto  attached as 
Annex “B”, “C”  and “D” 
respectively;

7. Further,  her  records 
in  the  Social  Security 
System  and  in  the  Office 
of  the  Senior  Citizens 
Affairs  of  Atok,  Benguet 
show  that  her  correct 
year of  birth  is  1954,  
photocopies  of  her  SSS 
Identification  Card  and 
Senior citizens  Identifi-
cation  Card  are  hereto 
attached  as  Annexes  “E” 
and  “F”  respectively;

8. Petitioner  was  never 
involved  in  any  crime  nor  
does  she  want  to conceal  
her  identity,  a  copy of 
her  barangay  clearance, 
police  clearance  an NBI 
clearance  are  hereto 
attached  as  Annexes “G”, 
“H” and  “I” respectively;

9. Still,  her  neighbors 
and  acquaintances  know 
her  to  have  been  born in  
1954  and  not  in  1961, 
a  joint  affidavit  of  Two 
Disinterested  Persons  is 
hereto  attached  as  Annex 
“J”;

10. P e t i t i o n -
er caused  the  filing  of  
this Petition  in  order  to  
set  her  official  record  
straight and avoid 
confusion  as  to  her  true 
identity.

PRAYER
PREMISES  CONSID-

ERED,  Petitioner  respect-
fully  pray  that after  
notice,  publication and  

hearing,  and  Order  be 
issued  by  this  Honorable 
Court  directing  respon-
dents  to  correct  and  
rectify  the  entry  pertain-
ing  to  her  date  of  birth  
(Entry No. 3  in  her Certif-
icate  of  Live  Birth) from  
“December 23, 1961” to 
“December 23,  1954” in 
the petitioner’s  Certificate 
of Live  Birth.

Such  other  remedies 
just under  the  premises 
are  likewise  prayed  for.

At  Tublay, Benguet for 
La Trinidad,  Benguet, 
This 13th  day  of 
December 2018.

PUBLIC ATTOR-
NEY’S OFFICE, DOJ

Tublay District Office
Senior citizen 

Building
Acop, Caponga, 

Tublay, Benguet
By:

(signed)
FEBHAY P. BAYON
Public Attorney II

IBP LIFETIME MEM-
BERSHIP No. 010757, 

Baguio-Benguet  Chapter
Roll No. 61636;  

March 30, 2012; Manila, 
Philippines

MCLE  Compliance 
No. V-0009961

(signed)
JUNIA ANTONIA F. 

SAYOG
Public Attorney III
Public Attorney’s 

Office
LA TRINIDAD 

DISTRICT OFFICE
IBP Member No. 

1086539 – 01/10/18 
Baguio-Benguet Chapter

Roll No. 46481, 
05/02/2002

MCLE Compliance 
No. V-0007416

W H E R E F O R E , 
finding the  petition to 
be sufficient  in form and 
substance,  let  the initial 
hearing  be  set  on 26 
MARCH  2019  at  8:30 
a.m.  at  the  Session  Hall 
of  this  court,  Justice  Hall 
Building,  La Trinidad, 
Benguet,  where any 
person  interested  may 
appear  and  show cause, 
if any,  why  the  petition 
should  not  be  granted.

Let copies  of  this 
NOTICE OF  INITIAL 
HEARING  be  published 
at  the  expense  of  the  
petitioner  in  JUNCTION, 
a newspaper  of general 
circulation  in  Baguio  
City and  Benguet, once 
a week  for  three (3)  
consecutive  weeks,  the  
first  publication to be  
made  not  later than  26 
JANUARY 2019.

Furnish copies  of  the 
Petition  and  its  Annexes 
to  the  Philippine  Statis-
tics Authority,  the Local 

Civil  Registrar  of La 
Trinidad,  Benguet, the 
Office  of  the Solicitor 
general, the  Provincial 
Prosecutor’s  Office,  the 
Petitioner and  Counsel.

W i t n e s s  t h e 
Honorable  JENNIFER P. 
HUMIDING, Presiding 
Judge of this court, 21 
January 2019, La Trinidad, 
Benguet, Philippines

(SGD) Atty. 
MARIANITA J. 

CAOILE-GAYAMAN
Branch Clerk of Court V

Jan 26, Feb. 2, & 9, 2019

Republic of the 
Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL 
COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL 
REGION

OFFICE OF THE 
PROVINCIAL 

SHERIFF
La Trinidad, 

Benguet

EXTRA-JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE 
OF REAL ESTATE 
M O R T G A G E 
UNDER ACT NO. 
3135, as amended by 
Act. No. 4118

BANCO LAGAWE 
( L A G A W E 
H I G H L A N D S 
RURAL BANK),

-Mortgagee,

-versus-

ROSEMARIE I . 
BIMMANGON,

-Mortgagor.

FORECLOSURE 
CASE NO.

19-EJF-2100

x------------x

SHERIFF’S 
NOTICE OF SALE

U p o n  e x t r a - J u d i -
cial  petition  for  sale 
under Act.  No.  3135,  
as amended,  filed  by  
BA N C O  L A G AW E 
(LAGAWE  HIGHLANDS 
RURAL BANK), here-
inafter referred  as  the 
Mo r t g a g e e  a g a i n s t 
R O S E M A R I E  I . 
BIMMANGON,  of  legal 
age,  Filipino  Citizen, 
with residence  and  postal  
address  at  32  North 
Sanitary  Camp,  Tran-
coville,  Baguio  City,  

herein referred  as  the  
Mortgagor;

To  s a t i s f y  t h e 
mortgage  obligation of  
the  mortgagor, which  
is  as  of  December 
10, 2018,  amounts to 
FOUR  MILLION  FOUR 
HUNDRED  EIGHTY 
FOUR  THOUSAND  SIX 
HUNDRED  SEVENTEEN 
PESOS and 24/100 
(Php4,484,617.24)  Philip-
pine  Currency,  including 
stipulated  interest  and 
penalties  and  legal  fees, 
and  all  other  necessary 
expenses  and  charges 
incidental  to  the  enforce-
ment of  the requested 
extra-judicia l foreclosure 
and sale of the property at 
public auction;

That  the  undersigned 
Sheriff  will  SELL  at public 
auction  of  February 26, 
2019 at  10:00  o’clock in 
the  morning  or  soon 
thereafter  in  front  of  the 
Benguet  Justice  Hall,  La 
Trinidad,  Benguet,  to  the 
highest  bidder  for  CASH 
or  Manager’s  Check  and 
in  Philippine  currency, 
the  hereunder  described 
real  property,  including 
all  existing  and  future 
improvements  thereon, 
to wit:

KATIBAYAN NG 
ORIGINAL NA TITULO 

BLG. P-20023
“A parcel  of  land  (lot 
28, GSS-CAR-000455) 
situated at Barangay 
Bineng, La Trinidad, 
Province of Benguet, 
Island  of  Luzon.  
Bounded on the SE., along  
line  1-2  by  Lot 27,  on 
corner 2  by  public  land; 
on  the  SW.,  along line 
2-3  by  lot  No.  29,  on  
the  S., on the  NW.,  along  
line  3-4 by  Lot  114;  on  
corner 4 by existing  road  
and  PSU-1-000964;  and  
on  the  NE.,  along line  
4-1,  by  existing  road. All  
adjoin  lots  are in  GSS-
CAR-000455,  La Trinidad, 
Benguet;  thence:

S. 26-30 W., 132.59 m. to 
point 2;
N. 31-46 w., 58.60 m. to 
point 3;
N. 14-40 E., 105.06 m. to 
point 4;
S. 78-14 E., 12.66 m. to 
point 5;
S. 59-22 E., 29-32 m. to 
point 1;
Points of beginning.
Containing  an area of 
SEVEN THOUSAND 
EIGHTY-FIVE (7,085)
SQUARE  METERS, more 
or less.

This notice shall be 
posted  for  twenty  (20) 
days  in  three (3)  conspic-
uous  places,  viz:  Munic-
ipality  of  La  Trinidad; 
Bulwagan  ng  Kata-
rungan,  Justice  Hill, 
La  Trinidad,  Benguet 

and  Provincial  Capitol 
Building and likewise 
shall  be  published  in  the 
JUNCTION  newspaper,  a 
newspaper  of  general cir-
culation  in  Baguio  City 
and  Benguet  Province  for 
three  consecutive  weeks 
beginning  on  January 27, 
2019.

Prospective buyers/
bidders are  hereby 
enjoined  to  investi-
gate for  themselves  the  
estate property  herein  
above  described  and  the  
encumbrances  thereon,  if 
there be any.

In  the  event  that  the 
Public  Auction  should  
not  take  place  on  the  
said date, it shall be  
held  on March 12, 2019,  
without further notice  
and  republication.

La Trinidad,  Benguet, 
this 22nd  day  of January 
2019.

FOR THE PROVINCIAL 
SHERIFF

EX-OFFICIO OF 
BENGUET

BY: (SGD)DANIE D. 
CELINO
Sheriff 4

Jan 26, Feb. 2, & 9 , 2019

Republic of the 
Philippines

FIRST JUDICIAL 
REGION

REGIONAL TRIAL 
COURT BR. 64

Abatan, Buguias, 
Benguet

OFFICE OF THE 
E X E C U T I V E 
JUDGE

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE PETITION 
FOR COMMISSION 
A S  N O TA R Y 
PUBLIC FOR THE 
MUNICIPALITIES 
O F  B U G U I A S , 
B A K U N  A N D 
MANKAYAN, ALL 
O F  B E N G U E T 
P R O V I N C E , 
U N D E R  T H E 
JURISDICTION OF 
THIS HONORABLE 
COURT

ATTY.  LLOYD 
MATT GARETTE 
B. LUSPIAN,

-Petitioner

SPEC. PROCEED-
INGS CASE NO. 

19-NC-037

x--------------x

NOTICE OF 
HEARING

(19-NC-037)

NOTICE is hereby given 
that a summary hearing 
on the Petition for notarial 
commission of ATTY. 
LLOYD MATT GARETTE 
B. LUSPIAN for the 
Province of Benguet, 
particularly within the 
Municipalities of Buguias, 
Buguias, and Mankayan, 
shall be held on February 
13, 2019 at 1:00 in the 
afternoon at the Session 
Hall of this Court.

Any person who has any 
cause or reason to object 
to the grant of the Petition 
may file a verified written 
opp osition thereto, 
received by the under-
signed before the date of 
the summary hearing.

DONE this 30th day of 
January 2019 at Abatan, 
Buguias, Benguet.

(SGD) SERGIO T. 
ANGNGANAY, JR.
Acting Executive & 

Presiding Judge

February 2, 9, 2019

ernment.
Camp John Hay 

has a total land area 
of over 680 hectares 
wherein 247 hectares 
was leased by the 
BCDA to the Camp 
John hay develop-
ment corporation 
(CJHDevCo) for a 
50-year period.

Under the lease 
agreement that was 
executed between 
the BCDA and the 
winning developer in 
1997, the local gov-
ernment is entitled 
to have a 25 percent 
share from the lease 
rentals that will be 
paid by the developer 
to the BCDA and 
that the same will 
be released upon the 
submission of projects 
by the city that will be 
funded from the said 
share.

How e v e r,  t h e 
current  impasse 
between the BCDA 
and the developer 
had resulted to the 
non-release of the 
local government’s 
share from the lease 
rentals because the 
developer has not 
paid the same to the 
coffers of the govern-
ment./Dexter A. See

JHMC belies 
hospital...
...from page 

5
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CANDY FESTIVAL -  Newly-designated Consulate of the People's Republic 
of China in Laoag City, Consul Chen Jing and City officials headed by Mayor 
Mauricio Domogan and members of the Fil-Chinese Executive Committee and 
elders headed by Peter Ng share candies and goodies to thousands  of spectators 
who received gift sharing  "shower of candies"  with the Chinese community who 
welcomed the Year of The Pig during Chinese Lunar New Year Grand Parade 
last February 6./Bong Cayabyab.

Fil-chinese community 
awards six top contributors
BAGUIO CITY – Six 

individuals received 
plaudits from the Filipi-
no-Chinese Community 
for their significant con-
tributions to the aspira-
tions of the community 
and the City of Baguio 
during the Spring Festival 
Dinner Awards Night held 
last Feb. 6 at the Hotel 
Supreme.

Awarded during the 
program attended by 
Hon. Zhou Youbin, head 
of post of the Consulate 
of the People’s Republic 
of China in Laoag 
City, Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan and Mrs. Sol 
Go were Baguio City 
Jail Female Dormitory 
Warden Chief Insp. April 
Rose Ayangwa for govern-
ment service, Engr. Felino 
Lagman for community 
service, Rizaldy Comanda 
for photo journalism, 
Engr. Marc Janssen Pe, 
business management, 
Roland Wong, community 
service and Mark Jefferson 
Ng, public relations.

Ayangwa was a Dangal 
ng Bayan awardee of the 
Civil Service Commission 
in 2017 and was one of 
the Outstanding Women 
Leaders of Baguio also on 
the same year.

Under her leader-

ship, the (female dorm) 
has been elevated to the 
Red Orchid Award Hall 
of Fame by the Dept. 
of Health for being a 
“Smoke-Free Facility” 
and also recognized in 
2018 at the best Regional 
Program Implementer by 
the Bureau of Jail Manage-
ment and Penology-Na-
tional Headquarters.

Lagman, an Outstand-
ing Citizen of Baguio 
awardee in the field of 
civil engineering, was 
cited for his contribu-
tion as a builder who 
completed buildings for 
religious purposes of 
priests and nuns and for 
the community.

Aside from being the 
founding chair of the 
Philippine Institute of 
Civil Engineers, he is 
also a member and past 
president of the Baguio 
Pines City Lions Club 
and member of the YMCA 
Baguio and the city’s 
zoning board that recom-
mends policies on zoning.

Comanda is a photo-
journalist of the Manila 
Bulleting and correspon-
dent of the Amianan 
Balita Ngayon who 
received various awards 
including the Journalism 

Leadership Award from 
BAPR Foundation and top 
finishes in various photog-
raphy contests.

He also served as pho-
tography lecturer and 
is currently a barangay 
kagawad of AZCKO 
barangay, a post he has 
held since 1989.

Pe is a civil engineer and 
is currently the assistant 
vice president for oper-
ations of the Shopping 
Center Management Cor-
poration.

He has been a member 
of the Spring Festival 
Executive Committee for 
the past eight years and  
of the Baguio Fil-Chi-
nese Community that 
fosters closer ties among 
the city’s various sectors.

Wong is the owner of 
the iconic Luisa’s Café and 
an active member of the 
Rotary Club of Summer 
Capital.

“In his own low-key 
way, Mr. Wong has also 
donated his time, talent 
and treasure to many 
activities of the Baguio 
Fil-Chinese Association 
in fostering closer ties 
and cooperation among 
the various sectors in 
Baguio thus earning the 
title of ‘Coordinator Par 
Excellence’,” the associa-
tion noted.

  Ng is also an active 
member of the associa-
tion who is also involved 
in various clubs like the 
Baguio City Host Lions 
Club, Hotel and Restau-
rant Association of Baguio 
and the Baguio Chinese 
Baptist Church.

The selection committee 
is headed by committee on 
awards chair William Ang 
and co-chair City Admin-
istrator Carlos Canilao./
Aileen P. Refuerzo 

ment’s 220 budget.
Secretary Pernia underscored that the resettlement 

of the informal settlers around the airport and the 
building of the proposed access road in one side of the 
airport to cater to the needs of residents living on the 
opposite side of the airport are all doable things which 
must be done with utmost political will of concerned 
government agencies and the local government.

According to him, government must be able to 
exercise its power of eminent domain over portions 
of the airport to make sure that the proposed reha-
bilitation of the facility will be realized and for the 
resumption of higher level of commercial flights in 
and out of the city.

Secretary Pernia disclosed that when the Loakan 
airport was still open for commercial flights, a single 
flight of a commercial plane already breaks even the 
operational expenses of the Civil Aviation Authority 
of the Philippines (CAAP), thus, the need to increase 
the frequency of the flights to and from the city to 
generate added income for the government to recover 
its investment in upgrading the facility.

He claimed the operation of the Loakan airport will 
surely help in spurring the robust growth of tourism 
in various parts of the country because there will be 
available flights that could be scheduled from Davao 
via Clark to Baguio city, Baguio to Puerto Princessa, 
Baguio to Cateclan, Baguio to Batanes and vice versa 

among other routes that 
will allow the discovery of 
other pristine destinations 
in the different parts of the 
country.

Pernia stated that there 
is also a need for the 
department of Transpor-
tation, Department of 
Public works, NEA, CAAP 
and other concerned gov-
ernment agencies as well 
as the local government 
to convene and discuss 
the appropriate strate-
gies on how to approach 
local problems hindering 

Loakan airport rehabilitation...
...from page 8

barangay was completed in November last year but its inau-
guration was postponed 5 times because of the availability 
of ranking officers of the BFP who were supposed to grace 
the occasion.

However, Gorio claimed that the BFP Director, who 
was supposed to attend Wednesday’s ribbon cutting and 
blessing of the fire substation, was not able to attend the said 
important activity because he was a called upon to attend 
the confirmation of interior and local government Secretary 
Eduardo Ano scheduled on the same day, thus, regional and 
city fire officers and local officials decided to push through 
with the said event.

The project was conceptualized in 2015 when Gorio was 
still the deputy city fire marshal when he informed Quirino 
Hill barangay officials during their annual general assembly 
that the local government was appropriating funds for the 
construction of a fire substation that could probably be 
located in the Quirino Hill area to cater to emergency situ-
ations in the vicinity.

PB Tao-ing claimed that the original site where the fire 
substation was supposed to be constructed was in Middle 
Quirino Hill barangay but the proposed area was not suitable 
for the said purpose, thus, West Quirino Hill barangay 
officials saw the opportunity to host the fire substation and 
offered an area within their jurisdiction identified for public 
use that eventually passed the evaluation of the local govern-

ment and the BFP for the put 
up of the desired structure.

Domogan underscored 
the realisation of the long 
overdue project only shows 
the commitment of the local 
government in bring closer to 
the people in the barangays 
key services for residents, 
especially during fires and 
other forms of emergencies 
that require the immediate 
response of volunteers.

He appreciated the ini-
tiative of barangay officials 
within the said district to 
form their own fire brigades 
to be composed of volunteers 
who will assist the assigned 
personnel of the fire substa-
tion in the discharge of their 
assigned duties and respon-
sibilities.

Initially, the Baguio fire 
department will be assigning 
5 personnel who will be 
manning the operation of 
the Quirino Hill fire substa-
tion round the clock./Dexter 
A. See

P6M Quirino hill fire...
...from page 8

for the purchase of the property at the pegged purchase 
price, GSIS finally decided to inform the local government 
that it is no longer interested to sell the property because it 
was allegedly looking for a partner for the overall develop-
ment of the property.

It will be recalled there was an attempt to put up a 21-storey 
condotel structure in the said property sometime in 2004 but 
concerned stakeholders in the city went up in arms against the 
project that caused the same to be shelved by the proponents.

Previously, the GSIS ‘tree park’ was a home to over 800 
pine trees in 2012 but the said number already decreased 
to 544 trees, 49 plants with 35 invertebrate species, insects, 
and 24 bird species some of which are  endemic in the Cor-
dillera and the country.

Based on recent studies by environmentalists, more than 50 
percent of the trees planted in the area are allegedly infected 
with pests due to the inability of the GSIs to maintain the 
property.

Recently, nearly 100 students of the Pines Learning Center, 
a private elementary and secondary education institution in 
the city, visited Mayor Domogan in his office and person-

ally handed to him separate 
letters appealing to the 
President to convince GSIs 
to cede the property to the 
local government for the 
sake of enhancing efforts of 
the concerned government 
agencies and the local gov-
ernment to preserve and 
protect the state of the city’s 
environment.

The letters of the children 
will be transmitted by Mayor 
Domogan to the Office of the 
President that will include his 
own personal letter related 
to the said issue to help 
convince President Duterte 
to intervene on the matter 
before the matter will go out 
of control that could result to 
the significant damage that 
will be inflicted to the city’s 
environment./Dexter A. See

Palace intervention on...
...from page 8
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LOAKAN AIRPORT - Motorists and pedestrians will soon be banned to pass 
through the Loakan Airport once it will be fully rehabilitated and be operated. 
At the moment, the Loakan Airport is being open for aircraft operation but is in 
need of major rehabilitation and upgrading for it to be fully operational and be 
used for commercial purposes also./rMC PIA-CAR

Loakan airport rehabilitation 
doable – NEDA chief
BAGUIO CITY  – 

S o c i o - E c o n o m -
ic Planning Secretary 
Ernesto Pernia announced 
that the proposed P492 
million rehabilitation 
of the Loakan airport is 
actually doable since the 
things that should be 
undertaken to ensure the 
significant improvement 
of the airport are also 
doable.

Pernia, who was in 
the city to personally 
spearhead the Cordillera 
stakeholders’ Forum on 
Regional Autonomy and 
the Baguio airport, said 
that there are projects that 
need to be implemented to 
make the airport qualify 
as a national airport con-

sidering that the same 
could no longer comply 
with the stringent require-
ments of an international 
airport.

“We believe that the 
proposed rehabilitation 
of the Loakan airport 
is doable because its 
operation is considered 
to be critical in improving 
the growth of the local 
tourism industry due 
to the airport’s strategic 
location in the country’s 
undisputed Summer 
capital,” Secretary Pernia 
stressed.

The National Economic 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e nt 
Author ity  (NEDA) 
chief said that what is 
important is that the 

regional Development 
Council (RDC) headed 

by Mayor Mauricio G. 
Domogan, businessmen 
and other stakeholders 
should convene to come 
out with unified plan 
on how to sustain the 
operation of the airport 
once the government 
will invest for its desired 
rehabilitation to ensure 
the continuous operation 
of the only airport in the 
Cordillera.

Of the amount required 
for the airports’ rehabili-
tation, the national gov-
ernment has earmarked 
some P246 million to 
jumpstart the initial works 
for its upgrading while the 
balance of the funds will 
be earmarked in the gov-
e r n -

Tailgating of 
emergency vehicles to be 
penalized
BAGUIO CITY  – 

The City Council 
approved on first reading 
a proposed ordinance 
penalizing the tailgating of 
emergency vehicles such 
as ambulances, emergency 
medical services, mini-
trucks and police vehicles.

The ordinance authored 
by Councilor Elaine D. 
Sembrano states that the 
proposed local legislative 
measure prohibits the 
act of numerous drivers 
tailgating emergency 
motor vehicles during 
emergency situations 
posing a serious threat 
to the safety of motorists 
plying the different roads 
and streets in the different 
parts of the city.

Under the proposal, 
a fine of P3,000 shall 
be imposed upon any 
motorist found violating 
the pertinent provisions of 
the measure to instil disci-
pline among motorists not 
to make a habit out of tail-
gating emergency vehicles 
during emergency situa-
tions just to evade being 
trapped in traffic.

The ordinance 
tasked the Baguio 

City Police Office (BCPO) 
to strictly implement the 
measure to ensure the 
overall safety of motorists 
during emergency situa-
tions and to prevent the 
occurrence of untoward 
incidents that will pose a 
serious threat to the safety 
of people.

The ordinance noted 
the observation of the 
general public that 
during emergency situ-
ations when emergency 
vehicles pass through the 
roads and streets, a good 
number of drivers take 
advantage of the situation 
and usually tailgate the 
emergency vehicle to 
make it appear they are 
with the emergency team 
to break through from the 
traffic congestions they are 
in or simply just to evade 
traffic.

According to the 
proposal, it is but proper 
to penalize tailgating of 
emergency vehicles to 
prevent the unnecessary 
loss of lives, limbs and 
destruction of proper-
ties from the reckless and 

careless driving of a few 
unscrupulous drivers.

The ordinance claimed 
there are still numerous 
drivers in the city who 
seem not to understand 
the purpose of emergency 
vehicles having to use their 
siren to warn motorists 
not to impede their path 
because individuals who 
need emergency medical 
attention are on board 
needing to be rushed to 
the nearest medical facility 
the fastest time possible, 
thus, tailgating the same 
can cause serious traffic 
problems among other 
motorists.

The ordinance claimed 
that the reckless action 
of drivers tailgating 
emergency motor vehicles 
influences other drivers to 
resort to the same actua-
tions.

T h e  p r o p o s e d 
ordinance was referred 
to a committee for study 
and recommendation 
whether the same could 
be passed on second and 
third readings and for 
strict implementation./
Dexter A. See

P6M Quirino Hill fire 
substation inaugurated
BAGUIO CITY  – City 

and barangay officials 
and as well as regional and 
city officers of the Bureau of 
Fire Protection led the rib-
bon-cutting and blessing of 
the newly opened Quirino 
Hill fire substation located at 
West Quirino Hill barangay 

Wednesday afternoon.
Mayor Mauricio G. 

D omo g an ,  BF P- C A R 
regional director Senior 
Super intendent  Sof ia 
Mendoza, City Fire Marshal 
Chief Inspector Nestor 
Gorio and barangay officials 
of District 8, specifically 

West Quirino Hill punong 
barangay Anselmo Tao-ing, 
East Quirino Hill punong 
barangay Joel Bangloy, 
Middle Quirino Hill punong 
barangay Genesis Gallente, 
Lower Quirino Hill punong 
barangay Val Oliver Dicang 
and Happy Homes-Old 

Lucban punong 
b ar ang ay  Ev a 
Marie  Fianza , 
including their 
respective barangay 
kagawads, joined 
the barangays con-
stituents in the 
formal inaugura-
tion of the third 
fire substation.

The construc-
tion of the 3-storey 
structure erected in 
a public lot in the 

Cont. on page 7

Cont. on page 7

Palace intervention on GSIS 
property sought
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

local legislative body 
approved a resolution 
requesting President Rodrigo 
R. Duterte to mediate with 
the State-owned Govern-
ment Service Insurance 
System (GSIS) for the local 
government to acquire the 
GSIS property located near 
the Baguio Convention 
Center in support of the 
position of Mayor Mauricio 
G. Domogan for the mainte-
nance of the over 3-hectare 
property as a ‘tree park’ to 
help sustain the state of the 
city’s environment.

After the purchase of the 
Baguio Convention Center 
from the GSIS in 2012, the 
city government signified its 
intention to again purchase 
the portion of the property 
now serving as a ‘tree park’ 
to facilitate its maintenance 
as a haven for trees and other 
insects and as a breathing 
space for the city’s congested 
environment.

The city government 
offered an initial price of 
P300 million for the purchase 
of the property but the GSIS 
management declined the 
offer, asserting that the pre-

vailing fair market value of 
the property was then P434 
million.

Domogan convened the 
local government’s finance 
officers to ascertain the 
availability of the funds that 
could be used to match the 
offer which was made several 
months later.

However, GSIS again 
refused the offer of the local 
government to purchase the 
property at their declared 
P434 million market price 
and informed city officials 
that the revised fair market 
value of the property went as 
high as P670 million.

When the local govern-
ment was again ready to 
agree Cont. on page 7


