
SEEKING JUSTICE - Mayoralty candidate and incumbent City Councilor Edgar Avila explains 
his side on the COMELEC’s decision to disqualify him from the mayoralty race. He vowed to 
appeal the decision and pursue his candidacy./Bong Cayabyab

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

By:  Sen. Leila De Lima

On the Killing of Negros 
Oriental Farmers
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KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

250,000 or so drugs cases 
now pending with RTCs

The rehabilitation of the historic Baguio Convention 
Center may take longer time as the ongoing private 

treasure hunting backed by the National Museum is 
causing ground instability. 

This was based on the report of Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau – Cordillera entitled “Geohazard Identi-
fication Report on the Abandoned Drilled Holes from 
the Treasure Hunting Conducted by the Team of Mr. 
Eliseo A. Cabusao Jr., at Baguio Convention Center.” 

The MGB-CAR report recommended that 
“proponent should conduct forensic engineering 
and structural engineering assessment to define and 
improve the durability, stability and seismic resiliency 
of the structures.” 

Engr. Tiburcio Canlas, Regional Director of the 
Department of Public Works and Highways Cordil-
lera, who leads the rehabilitation project of the Baguio 
Convention Center called the attention of the city gov-
ernment and recommended for the restoration of the 
drilled holes. 

Canlas likewise advised the city government to 
cause the withdrawal of the bond posted by Cabusao 
and expedite the engagement of a technical expert to 
undertake assessment as recom-
mended by the MGB-CAR. 
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Treasure hunting caused holes on 
Convention Center’s ground

SLU, UB among top performing schools 
in Med Tech Board Exams

Tourism activities suspended in 
Bauko  to ensure safety

Kennon Road remains 
closed this weekend

RPOC chair condemns 
Bauko atrocities

NDRRMC turns over 
evacuation center to 
Benguet 
CAAP aeronautic survey 
on Loakan airport now 
available
Israel envoy vows technical 
aid to Baguio
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Baguio towing - There it goes! A vehicle illegally parked along the 
Abanao Extension was towed by the towing service of the city govern-
ment of Baguio./RMC PIA-CAR

City Council studies school 
policies on pregnancy test
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

local legislative body 
is currently studying 
existing policies of higher 
education institutions in 
the city on the conduct 
of pregnancy tests on 
female students who 
will be enrolling medical 
subjects.

L o c a l  l eg i s l ators 
invited officials of higher 
education institutions 
offering medical courses 
to inquire on the impo-
sition of pregnancy tests 
to female students who 
will be taking up medical 
courses which might be 
in violation of the right 
to privacy of the students.

S c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s 
explained that the conduct 
of pregnancy tests on 
female students wanting 
to take up medical courses 
have been done for a long 
time and that there were 
no complaints that were 
raised against the impo-
sition of the policy.

Further, the school 
officials asserted that the 

conduct of the pregnancy 
tests for female students 
who will be enrolling in 
laboratory subjects is a 
protection for them and 
the children in their womb 
because it will relieve 
them of the stress and the 
exposure of their children 
to harmful chemicals.

The school officials 
asserted that students 
who will be found to be 
pregnant based on the 
results of the pregnancy 
tests will be advised to 
take a leave of absence 
totally or drop their labo-
ratory subjects and pursue 
the less strenuous ones.

Among the schools 
that sent their represen-
tatives to the consulta-
tions conducted by the 
local legislative body last 
Monday were the Pines 
City Colleges, Saint Louis 
University, University of 
Baguio, University of the 
Cordillera and Easter 
College Inc.

L o c a l  l eg i s l ators 
agreed to consolidate all 

the pronouncements of 
the school officials who 
attended the meeting 
and for the concerned 
committee to come out 
with its detailed report 
and recommendations on 
the issue for the guidance 
of all sectors concerned.

The schools include in 
their miscellaneous fees 
the fee needed for the 
conduct of the pregnancy 
test for female students 
wanting to enrol their 
laboratory subjects on the 
medical courses that they 
are currently taking up in 
the different private and 
public universities and 
colleges in the city.

Earlier, the National 
Data Privacy Commis-
sion (NDPC) also took 
cognizance of the matter 
on the possible data 
breach in the conduct of 
the pregnancy tests by 
higher education institu-
tions in the city because of 
suspicion of alleged data 
branch on the part of the 

Cont. on page 5

CAAP aeronautic survey on 
Loakan airport now available
BONTOC, Mountain 

Province – The 
Cordillera office of the 
National Economic 
Development Authority 
(NEDA-CAR) is now in 
possession of an aero-
nautic study conducted 
by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of the Philip-
pines (CAAP) showing 
the feasibility of the 
possible opening of the 

Baguio-based Loakan 
airport for commer-
cial operation to help 
improve the accessibil-
ity to other potential 
tourist destinations in 
the region.

NEDA-CAR regional 
director Milagros A. 
Rimando reported to 
the first quarter meeting 
of the Regional Devel-

opment Council (RDC) 
and Regional Peace and 
Order Council (RPOC) 
that the CAAP aeronau-
tic study of the Loakan 
airport showed that 
the local air facility is 
conducive for commer-
cial operation but there 
is a need to address the 
identified obstacles in 
the area.

“We were informed 
that CAAP is currently 
preparing the obstacle 
plan of the Loakan 
airport to serve as a 
reference in dealing with 
the previously identified 
obstacles in the vicinity 
of the airport that were 
pinpointed as major hin-
drances to its full com-
mercial operations,” 
Rimando stressed.

The  NEDA-CAR 
official revealed one of 
the airline companies 

Marcoville residents told to 
vacate PNR area
BAGUIO CITY – A 

giant bus company are 
evicting at least 79 houses 
composed of some 482 
households occupying a 
former Philippine railway 
property in Barangay 
Marcoville.

In a demand letter 
dated March 18, 2019, 
the Victory Liner, Inc., 
through their legal counsel 
Atty. Edwin U. Marquez, 
demanded the United 
Marcoville Barangay 
Residents Association to 
vacate the premises within 
15 days from receipt of the 
document. “Otherwise, we 
shall be constrained to 
take the necessary legal 
action to protect our 
client’s best interest,” the 
demand letter furthered.

The residents being 
evicted are the descen-
dants of the workers of 
the defunct Benguet Auto 
Line Buses which later 
became the Philippine 
National Railway (PNR). 
The workers stayed in 
their housing area even 
after the buses ceased to 
operate within the 4,770 
square meter coverage of 
Special Patent No. 3544 
for more than five decades 
now.

The demand letter 
of Marquez states that 
the bus company have 
entered into a contract of 
lease with the PNR over 
a parcel of land covered 
by Transfer Certificate 
Title No. 018-2016000412 
effective January 1, 2019.

“As per verification of 
our client, you have your 
structure built over the 

said parcel of land by way 
of tolerance. Considering 
the imperative need of our 
client to use the property 
as a yard site, this formal 
demand and/or notice is 
hereby served upon you,” 
Marquez stated in his 
demand letter.

F l o r e n c e  O s t i l , 
president of the associ-
ation, sought the help 
of the city government 
through Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan to intercede on 
the demand to vacate the 
premises. She explained 
that they had been nego-
tiating with the PNR for 
the purchase of the land at 
an affordable price in the 
form of socialized housing 

Cont. on page 6

City grateful to GSIS on 
maintenance of tree park
BAGUIO CITY  – The 

City Council passed 
a resolution expressing 
the local government’s 
sincere appreciation and 
gratitude to the State-
owned Government 
Service Insurance System 
(GSIS) for its previous 
declaration to preserve 
the tree park adjoining 
the city-owned Baguio 
Convention Center by 
not having the lot sold or 
allowed to be converted 
into a commercial area 
as posted in its website 
and reported in various 
papers and further man-
ifesting the city’s interest 
and willingness to be a 

partner in the preserva-
tion of the same.

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n 
authored by Councilor 
Peter Fianza stated that 
considering the value of 
the property, the recent 
pronouncement of GSIS 
not to sell the same is a 
gesture of an exalted 
moral excellence that 
should exceed the noble 
offer of the city to buy 
the tree park for its pres-
ervation.

The resolution added 
that as clearly stated 
in the website post of 
GSIS and as reported 
in various papers, 
the statement was an 

assurance made by GSIS 
president and general 
manager Jesus Clint 
Aranas in an interview 
in response to the sen-
timents of pupils of the 
Baguio Pines Family 
Learning Center who, 
on January 28, 2019, 
submitted to Mayor 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
their letters of appeal 
for Presideent Rodrigo 
R. Duterte to intercede 
in the preservation of 
the trees at the GSIS lot 
adjoining the convention 
center.

The local legislative 

Cont. on page 5
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In response to the MGB and DPWH observations, 
the City Engineering Office of Baguio explained that 
department cannot cause the restoration of the drilled 
holes caused by the treasure hunting activity since it is 
not their department that issued the Excavation Permit. 

“Mr. Cabusao has Treasure Hunting and Dispo-
sition of Revered Treasure Permit as he alleged but 
the same had been issued by the National Museum,” 
CEO Departmnet Head Engr. Edgar Victorio Olpindo 
explained. 

Olpindo also said his office is not aware of any bond 
posted by the treasure hunter Cabusao. 

The treasure hunting at the Baguio Convention 
Center started sometime in 2016 after director Jeremy 
Barns of the National Museum signed the permit of 
Cabusao to conduct of treasure hunting at the vicinity 
of the Baguio Convention Center and the ladies 
dormitory of the University of the Philippines—Baguio.

City officials raised objection to the treasure hunting 
as it is in conflict with the existing Environment Code 
that bans such activity in a public land. Treasure 
hunting excavations has been declared unlawful within 
the territorial limits of Baguio City based on city ordi-

nances 522 in 1969 and 
525 in 1970.

Cabusao, a resident 
of Bakakeng Central, 
Baguio City, earlier 
claimed that he learned 
the presence of truckloads 
of gold bars deposited in a 
tunnel somewhere in the 
vicinity of the location of 
the Baguio Convention 
Center from a 90-year old 
Japanese.

“We have posted a 
Performance Bond of 
P250,000 in case of our 
failure to provide the 
same, to answer for and 
guarantee payment to 
whatever actual damages 
that may be caused by 
our exploration-retrieval 
activities,” reads Cabusao’s 
letter to the city in 2016./
Jessa Mardy P. Samidan

Treasure hunting caused...
...from page 1

Kennon bridge inspection - The DPWH-Cordillera with the Cordillera Regional 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council continues to conduct 
assessment and evaluation of the different sections and structures along Kennon 
Road particularly with the rainfall that occurred in the past days in Baguio City 
and Bengeut. Here, DPWH-CAR technical personnel led by Regional Director 
Tiburcio Canlas with OCD-CAR Regional Director Albert Mogol and Tuba 
Mayor Ignacio Rivera recently visited the Camp 1 Bridge in Kennon Road 
which is also undergoing rehabilitation./RMC PIA-CAR

SLU, UB among top performing 
schools in Med Tech Board Exams
BAGUIO CITY - Two 

universities in Baguio 
City are among the top 
performing schools in 
the recent Medical Tech-
nologist licensure exam-
inations.

 Saint Louis Universi-
ty (SLU) is ranked as the 
second best performing 
school while the Univer-
sity of Baguio (UB) is the 
sixth best performing 
school in the March 2019 
Medical Technologist 
board exams released by 
the Professional Regula-
tion Commission.

 SLU has a 99.65 
passing rate with its 
285 passers out of 286 
examinees while UB had 
a 92.55 passing rate with 
84 passers out of the 91 
examinees.

Cagayan State Univer-
sity- Andrews Campus 
in Tuguegarao City and 
the Adventists Univer-
sity of the Philippines 
tied as the Top 1 per-
forming schools having 
100 percent passing rate 
with 127 passers and 72 
passers, respectively.

Meanwhile, Ina Desiree 
Lacno Mamauag of UB is 
at the Top 9 with an 89.10 
rating while Graciela 
Mariel Quintos Cabreros 
of SLU is in Top 10 spot 
with an 88.90 rating.

 The PRC announced 
that 2,801 out of 4,092 
passed the Medical Tech-

nologist Licensure Exam-
ination given by the 
Board of Medical Tech-
nology in the cities of 
Manila, Baguio, Cagayan 
De Oro, Cebu, Davao, 
Iloilo, Tuguegarao and 
Zamboanga this March 
2019. The results were 
released in three working 
days from the last day of 
examination.

Registration for the 
issuance of Professional 
Identification Card (ID) 
and Certificate of Reg-
istration will be done 
on-line   from April 1 to 
April 12, 2019. Passers are 
advised to visit www.prc.
gov.ph and follow instruc-
tions for initial registra-
tion.

 Those who will register 
are required to bring the 
following: downloaded 
duly accomplished Oath 
Form or Panunumpa ng 
Propesyonal, notice of 
admission (for identi-
fication only), 2 pieces 
passport sized pictures 
(colored with white back-
ground and complete 
name tag), 2 sets of doc-
umentary stamps and 
1 piece short brown 
envelope. Successful 
examinees should per-
sonally register and sign 
in the Roster of Registered 
Professionals. 

The date and venue 
for the oath taking 

ceremony of the new suc-
cessful examinees in the 
said examination will be 
announced later.

 Those who failed the 
board examination but 
had obtained a general 
rating of at least 70% can 
register as Medical Labo-
ratory Technician.

 SLU is also the second 
best performing school in 
the March 2019 Pharma-
cist Licensure Examina-
tion with a 97.22 passing 
rating. 

 SLU is also the second 
best performing school in 
the March 2019 Pharma-
cist Licensure Examina-
tion with a 97.22 passing 
rating.  (JDP/RMC -PIA 
CAR)

Tourism activities suspended 
in Bauko  to ensure safety
BAUKO, Mountain 

Province - All tourism 
activities in this town 
are suspended   while 
residents are warned from 
going to the mountains to 
ensure safety of everyone. 

Mayor Abraham Akilit 
said the advisory was 
issued as a precaution 
to ensure the safety and 
security of all concerned 
citizens resulting from 
insurgency problem that 
is currently affecting the 

peace and order situation 
of the municipality.

 “All residents and 
tourists are thereby called 
upon to observe and desist 
from conducting tourism 
and other related activities 
to include farming, espe-
cially in the mountain-
ous areas of the munic-
ipality and to abstain 
from staying out late 
on the streets when not 
necessary,” Akilit stated.

He particularly warned 
residents especially those 
near the areas of conflict 
to exercise extreme pre-
caution. He also reminded 
the public, particularly 
the youth, to follow the 

curfew. 
Among the tourist areas 

temporarily  closed are the 
Cotcot Aso, Nentingli, 
Spanish Trails, Toktok 
Allan, Layaan Burial 
Cave, Pangayapang Falls, 
and Mount Polis which is 
a famous trekking desti-
nation in the municipality.

 Also closed is the 
Mount Kapuwaw in 
barangay Bagnen  where 
the firefight started 
between members of the 
Regional Mobile Force 
Battalion of the Police 
Regional Office – Cordil-
lera and alleged members 
of the New People’s Army  

last  March 29. A police 
was killed while one was 
injured in said incident.

 In the ensuing pursuit 
operation, a police 
corporal was killed and 
nine others were wounded 
when an improvised 
explosive device allegedly 
planted by the rebels  at 
Mount Am-o between the 
area of Bauko and Tadian 
exploded in the evening 
of April 2. 

The mayor is asking the 
cooperation of everyone 
in reporting to the proper 
authorities any suspicious 
persons or activities in 
their respective areas. 

Bauko Councilor Ricky 
Samidan in a social media 
post said all roads going in 
and out of Bauko are all 
open including the road 
to Bontoc and Baguio City 
and the Tadian-Cervant-
es Road./(JDP/RMC- PIA 
CAR)

NDRRMC turns over evacuation 
center to Benguet 
LA  T R I N I D A D , 

Benguet - The Benguet 
Provincial Government 
received a new regional 
evacuation center from 
the National Disaster 
Risk and Reduction 
Management Council 
(NDRRMC).

O n  We d n e s d a y, 
NDRRMC Executive 
Director Usec. Ricardo 
Jalad with Department 
of Public Works and 
Highways-Cordil lera 

Administrative Region 
(CAR) Regional Director 
Tiburcio Canlas, Dept. 
of Social Welfare and 
Development -CAR 
Regional Director Janet 
Armas, and other repre-
sentatives from the Cor-
dillera Regional Disaster 
Risk and Reduction 
Management Council 
(CRDRRMC) turned over 
and inaugurated the evac-
uation center located at 
the Provincial Engineer-

ing Office compound in 
barangay Wangal in this 
capital town.

 The P36-million-worth 
facility built on a 3,000-
square meter land area 
donated by the provincial 
government can accom-
modate 130 families  or 
at least 390 families for 
an average family of 3. 

The facility consists of 
a building complex with 
series of structures that 
would help minimize 
the risk and ensuring 
the safety of users espe-
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Tired of Graft & Corruption? Contact Nos. (0917) 5069123, (074) 422-4215 
or you can write  to P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio 
City  e-mail: linisgobyerno@yahoo.com website: 
www.linisgobyerno.org

  is an anti-graft, Linis Gobyerno
corruption prevention and detection office.

Cont. on page 5

LIFE’S INSPIRATIONS: “… There are those who hate the 
one who upholds justice in court and detest the one who tells the 
truth. You levy a straw tax on the poor and impose a tax on their 
grain. Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, you will 
not live in them; though you have planted lush vineyards, you will 
not drink their wine…” (Amos 5:10-11, the Holy Bible).

-ooo-

250,000 OR MORE ILLEGAL DRUGS CASES NOW 
PENDING WITH RTCs: Documents reaching the Suprmee Court 
show that around 250,000 cases involving illegal drugs are now 
being tried and litigated in the nearly 1,100 Regional Trial Courts 
(RTCs) in the country today, according to Supreme Court Deputy 
Court Administrator Raul Bautista Villanueva last April 01, 2019.

In a lecture he delivered for about three hours at the Mandatory 
Continuing Legal Education seminar on the current status of the 
country’s courts at the UP Law Center in Diliman, Quezon City, 
Villanueva (who was himself a Regional Trial Court judge in Las 
Pinas City before he went to the Supreme Court) disclosed that 
some 640,000 cases are pending trial before the RTCs across the 
country.

About 80% of this number, or about 510,000, are criminal cases, 
and more than half of these criminal cases, or about 250,000, are 
illegal drugs cases. Villanueva said the present work load of RTC 
judges are truly terrible and too taxing, although on account of 
various issuances by the Supreme Court, some 70,000 of these 
cases have been resolved asof 2018.

-ooo-

POSPONEMENTS CAUSE OF DELAY IN COURT CASES: 
On the other hand, for the cases that are being tried by the so-
called “first level courst” of the country (or the Metropolitan Trial 

Michael Yang – ang crony ni 
Digong

KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

250,000 or so drugs cases now pending 
with RTCs

Mukhang mayroong isang klase ng pagkakaibigan sa Palasyo na hindi 
matitinag ng intel report, kahit na iniuugnay nito ang kabarkada ng 
Presidente sa droga.

Narito ang timeline.

Nobyembre o Disyembre 2015. Dinalaw ng mayor pa noon na si Rodrigo 
Duterte si Michael Yang sa Xiamen. Makikita sa mga larawang naka-post 
sa Chinese social network Baike at website Huadu Press na itinu-tour si 
Duterte sa Chinese city.

March 28, 2018. Personal na nag-abot ng regalo sa ika-73 na kaarawan 
ni Duterte si Yang. Ganoon sila kaclose.

April 18, 2018. Dumalo sa binyag ng anak ni Nicanor Faeldon si Michael 
Yang. Nandoon din si Presidente Rodrigo Duterte at Special Assistan 
Bong Go.

Oktubre 4, 2018. Matapos maabutan ng dossier na nagli-link kay Yang 
sa drug trade, ibinulalas ni Duterte, “Hindi ‘yan totoo. Matagal na ‘yan sa 
Davao.” Dagdag pa n’ya, “Ang ambassador ng China natutulog diyan sa 
bahay niya. At saka kasama ‘yan sa entourage ni Premier.” Patunay daw 
ito na marangal na tao si Yang.

Oktubre 9, 2018. Itinanggi ni Pangulong Duterte na adviser niya si Yang. 
Hindi niya raw puwedeng maging adviser ang isang “Chinese citizen.”

Oktubre 10, 2018. Napag-alaman ng 
Rappler na gumagamit si Yang ng calling 
card na may seal ng Office of the President 

at nagbabansag sa kanya bilang “Presidential Economic Adviser.” Sa 
opisina niya sa Makati, makikita ang malaking karatulang nagsasabing 
“Office of the Presidential Economic Adviser.”

Nobyembre 5, 2018. Inireport ng Rappler na may dalawang kontrata sa 
pagitan ni Yang at Malacañang na nagtatalaga sa kanya bilang “Economic 
Adviser to the President” mula “January 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018” at “July 
1, 2018 to December 31, 2018.”

Nobyembre 6, 2018. Sa isang Palace briefing, tinanong ang tagapagsalita 
ng Pangulo na si Sal Panelo kung ano ba talaga ang job description ni Yang. 
“That’s between him and the President,” ang kanyang sagot.

Nobyembre 20, 2018. Kasama si Michael Yang sa state banquet para 
kay Xi Jinping.

Marso 25, 2019. Ibinulgar ng dating deputy director for administration ng 
Philippine National Police Drug Enforcement Group (DEG) na si Eduardo 
Acierto na nag-tengang kawali ang pamunuan ng pulisya at mismong si 
Pangulong Duterte sa intelligence report niyang nag-uugnay kay Michael 
Yang sa droga. “Dragon” daw ang alyas ni Yang dahil sa tattoo niya sa 
balikat. Umano’y “facilitators” ng mga shipment ng droga si Yang at isa 
pang Chinese na si Allan Lim.

Marso 26, 2019. “Cleared” daw si Yang, ayon kay PNP spokesman 
Colonel Bernard Banac.

Marso 26, 2019. Sa isang talumpati sa Koronadal City, South Cotabato, 
sinabi ni Pangulong Duterte: “Huwag kayo maniwala dito, lalo na si 
Acierto. Tanong ko ‘yung military and police, bakit buhay pa ‘yung 
putanginang ‘yan?”

Ano ba ang ipinakain ni Michael Yang sa Pangulo na minahal siya nito 
na parang matalik na kaibigan? Ayon sa mga report, may sleep-overs pa si 
Duterte sa bahay ni Yang noong siya’y mayor pa. Mabilis pa sa alas-singko 
ang pagdepensa sa Intsik, at sa harap pa ng national television.

Kung ano man ang bonding na pinagdaanan nina Digong at Michael 
Yang ay hindi mahalaga, dahil bilang presidente, ika nga ni Erap, dapat 
“walang kaibigan, walang kumpare, at walang kama-kamag-anak.”

Ano ang padron na lumilitaw pagdating sa mga kaibigan ng Pangulo?
Nariyan ang dating special assistant to the President, ang Boy Friday ni 

Digong na si Bong Go. Mismong si Go ang pabirong umaamin 
na ang kanyang “campaign manager” ay walang iba kundi ang 
Pangulo ng bansa.

Nariyan din si Dennis Uy, na nag-donate ng P30 milyon sa 

April 6 - April 12, 2019
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Courts, MeTCs; Municipal Trial Courts, 
MTCs; Municipal Trial Courts in Cities, 
MTCCs; and Municipal Circuit Trial Courts 
(MCTCs), the Supreme Court has recorded 
some 146,000 cases being tried by them.

As per the lecture of Supreme Court 
Deputy Court Administrator Raul Bautista 
Villanueva before lawyers attending their 
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 
Seminar in UP Diliman, Quezon City last 
Monday, April 01, 2019, it was clarified that 
by virtue of rules and guidelines coming 
from the Supreme Court, these first level 
courst have already disposed of some 6,000 
cases last 2018.

Villanueva also explained that the most 
common cause of delay in the resolution of 
court cases or in the issuance of decisions in 
those cases nowadays is “postponements” 
of trial in the RTCs and the MTCs. For one 
reason or another, trials are often cancelled 
and reset to a longer date, but this problems 
is now being addressed earnestly by the 
Supreme Court, Villanueva said.

-ooo-

S C  R E L E A S E S  N E W R U L E S 
FOR SPEEDIER TRIALS: Deputy 
Court Administrator Raul Villanueva 
also discussed some of the most recent 
regulations issued by the Supreme Court to 
assure the speedier trial of all cases before 
the lower courts of the country. One of 
these regulations is the so-called “Revised 
Guidelines on Continuous Trial of Criminal 
Cases”.

There are many new “styles” of trial 
procedures in the Revised Guidelines that 
would hasten the disposition of both civil 
and criminal cases mentioned by Villanueva, 
and we will try to dwell on many of them in 
the succeeding issues of this column. At this 
point, however, I wish to pay attention to the 
following matters: the Revised Guidelines 
took effect on April 25, 2017, as A.M. No. 
15-06-10-SC.

What are the cases covered by the 
Revised Guidelines? All criminal cases still 
pending of course, and the violations of 
the Comprehensive Drugs Act of 2002 and 
the Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012, as 
well as cases involving the environment and 
intellectual property rights and those being 
tried by family and commercial courts. We 
will deal with all of these later, God willing.

-ooo-

NUMBERS TO CALL, EMAIL 
ADDRESS: I can be reached through my 
numbers: 0977 805 9058, 0917 984 2468, 
0918 5740193 and 0933 825 1308. You can 
also email me at batasmauricio@yahoo.
com, or send messages to my Facebook 
Messenger (Melanio Lazo Mauricio Jr.). 
Thank God in the Name of Jesus, Amen.

Kakampi mo ang batas
...from page 4

Editorial...
...from page 4

By: Sen. Leila De Lima

On the Killing of Negros 
Oriental Farmers

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

The decades-long struggle for genuine agrarian 
reform has continued to fail our farmers and their 
families, who have been struggling for their many basic 
needs, including daily sustenance and opportunities 
to improve their lot.

This predicament forces our farmers to take it upon 
themselves the fight for their own rights and legitimate 
interests, resorting to dialogues and protest actions 
to demonstrate the continued injustices and govern-
ment neglect. But painfully, their cries for help are 
reciprocated with bullets, assaults, and other forms of 
harassment – at the hands of State agents, no less – to 
the detriment of their own lives, limbs and dignity.

Mula Kidapawan, hanggang sa Sagay, at kamakailan 
lamang sa mga siyudad at munisipyo sa Negros 
Oriental, ang mga kaso ng pagpatay sa ating mga 
magsasaka ay maituturing na natin bilang kalunos-
lunos na kalagayan ng Pilipinas ngayon sa ilalim ng 
marahas na rehimeng Duterte.

Totoo nga sigurong sila’y “nanlaban”. Nanlaban 
para sa kanilang karapatan. Nanlaban para sa kinab-
ukasan ng kani-kanilang kabuhayan at mga pamilya. At 
nanlaban sa mapang-api at mapang-abusong sistemang 
pinapairal sa kasalukuyang administrasyon.

Araw-araw na patayan, malawakan at walang tigil 
na karahasan – mula sa mga makikipot na eskinita’t 
pasilyo ng mga lunsod at kabayanan, hanggang sa mga 
malalawak na patag at mga bukid ng kanayunan. Ito 
ang panibagong kaayusan ng ating lipunan. Nakalu-
lungkot. Nakasusuklam. Nakagagalit.

Hanggang kailan na lang ito patuloy na masisikmu-
ra ng taumbayan? Hanggang kailan na lamang tayo 
magbubulag-bulagan at magbibingi-bingihan sa mga 
realidad na dinaranas ng kapwa natin Pilipino?

Itigil na ang patayan at panagutin ang mga 
nang-aabuso!

kampanya ng Presidente at sa huling bilang ay 
bumli ng 36 na kompanya mula nang naluklok 
sa kapangyarihan si Digong.

Maraming katangian ang Pangulong mahirap 
lunukin: ang pagiging misogynist, ang balahurang 
pananalita, ang kakarampot na paggalang sa 
buhay ng tao na bumabalot sa giyera kontra droga, 
ang pambabastos sa Diyos at mga relihiyon, ang 
pagkiling sa mga Intsik at paglalagay sa Pilipinas 
sa panganib ng Chinese debt trap.

Ang lumilitaw sa pagkanlong kay Yang ay ito: 
na hindi rin malayong umusbong ang crony class 
sa ating bansa na kasing-bagsik ng cronyism na 
umiral sa panahon ni Marcos.

Ano ba ang cronyism? Ito ang pagtatalaga sa 
mga kaibigan sa posisyon ng kapangyarihan kahit 
hindi sila kuwalipikado.

Mula Day 1 ng kanyang pamumuno, sinabi na 
ni Duterte na siya’y nagbabayad-utang. Mukhang 
ito ang operational word sa Pangulo – utang na 
loob. Mga kaibigan at pinagkakautangan ng 
loob ang inilagay niya sa gabinete. Kaibigan ang 
pinoprotektahan sa kabila ng sumbong ng isang 
whistle-blower na dating anti-drug cop na may 
track record.

Marangal ba ito? Hindi, kung ikinokompromiso 
nito ang dangal ng pinakamataas ng lider ng 

bansa.
Kung si Marcos mayroong Danding Cojuangco, 

Roberto Benedicto, Antonio Floirendo Sr, at Juan 
Ponce Enrile – mukhang may Yang at Dennis Uy 
naman si Digong.

Mukhang huli na nang hikayatin ang Pangulong 
panindigan ang campaign promise na tanggalin 
ang katiwalian sa gobyerno. Mukhang huli 
na nang sumbatan siyang tuparin ang “rule 
of law” tulad ng pangako niya nang siya’y 
nanumpa. Huli na nang ipaalala na ‘di pa nga 
kumpirmado ay inilalabas na niya ang “narco 
list” sa ngalan ng pagpapakitang-gilas laban sa 
mga pinaghihinalaang drug lord.

Dahil kung mayroong isang malinaw na 
signpost ng pagdausdos sa diktadurya, ito 
ang pagsulpot ng mga mapagsamantalang 
negosyanteng parang langaw na umaali-aligid at 
bumubulong-bulong sa diktador. – Rappler.com

school in the release of the results of the said tests, thus, 
it is currently evaluating the policies of the said insti-
tutions to ascertain that there will be no data breach 
on the matter.

The schools were able to comply with the order of 
the Commission for the submission of the pertinent 
documents that will be evaluated by the experts to 
ascertain whatever braches that shall have been done 
and for the body to make the appropriate recommen-
dations on how to correct such breaches that will not 
affect the integrity of the institutions concerned./
Dexter A. See

City Council studies...
...from page 2

providing domestic flights to other destinations in 
the country already secured a copy of the aeronautic 
plan to serve as the company’s basis in ascertaining 
the feasibility of providing for domestic flights to 
Baguio City.

Further, Baguio-based businessmen are also 
making the arrangements with other airline 
companies interested to service the Manila-Bagu-
io-Manila route to bring back the vibrancy of the 
commercial operation of the Loakan airport.

Since 2012, the RDC-CAR continuously advocated 
for the modernization of the Loakan airport after 
it was closed to commercial operation a few years 
earlier for the same to be operational even during bad 
weather condition because of the supposed presence 
of sufficient Instrument Landing System (ILS).

In 2017, the RDC-CAR requested the CAAP to 
complete the required aeronautical survey of the 
Loakan airport through RDC-CAR Resolution No. 
6, series of 2017.

According to Rimando, the CAAP turned over to 
the NEDA-CAR the results of the aeronautic survey 
last February 17, 2019 and a meeting with Trans-
portation Secretary Arthur Tugade was suggested 
by NEDA Secretary Ernesto Pernia to iron out the 
technical issues raised in the study.

Moreover, the public works department is working 
out the funding of the by-pass road that will serve 
as access road for the villagers who will be affected 
by the permanent closure of the runway to allow the 
smooth operation of the Loakan airport.

At present, the Loakan airport remains open to 
chartered and military flights while awaiting the 
possible resumption of its commercial operations 
once plans shall have been put in place by concerned 
government agencies to cater to the requirements of 
high-end visitors./Dexter A. See

CAAP aeronautic survey...
...from page 2
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Republic of the 
Philippines 

REGIONAL TRIAL 
COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL 
REGION

OFFICE OF THE 
PROVINCIAL 

SHERIFF
La Trinidad, Benguet

HOME DEVELOP-
MENT MUTUAL
FUND (otherwise 
known as
Pag- IBIG FUND),
  -Mortgagee,

-versus-

JAYSON A. 
CALUMNAG,

  -Mortgagor,

FORECLOSURE 
CASE NO.

19-EJF-2118
FOR:

EXTRA-JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGE

UNDER ACT 3135, 
AS AMENDED

x-------------x

SHERIFF’S NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC AUCTION 

SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial 
petition for sale under 
Act No. 3135, as amended, 
Filed by HOME DEVEL-
OPMENT MU TUAL 
FUND (otherwise known 
as Pag-IBIG),

Hereinafter referred 
as the Mortgagee against 
JAYSON A. CALUMNAG, 
of legal age, single, Filipino 
Citizens, with postal 
address at Lot 2 Blk 16, 
Taloy Sur, Tuba, Benguet, 
hereinafter referred as the 
Mortgagor;

That by the terms of the 
Mortgage Agreement, the 
Mortgagor is

 indebted to the 
Mortgagee in total amount 
of THREE HUNDRED 
FORTY

THREE THOUSAND 
THREE HUNDRED 
EIGHTY TWO PESOS 
and 31/100

(343,382.31), inclusive 
of interest and penalty 
charges as of February 15, 
2019; That likewise, in case 
of foreclosure proceed-
ings, the Mortgagor shall

Pay the Mortgagee, 
Attorney’s fees equivalent 
to Ten Percent (10%) of the

Total indebtedness plus 

the foreclosure expenses;
That the undersigned 

or any duly authorized 
Sheriff will SELL at public

Auction on MAY 7, 
2019 at 10:00 o’clock in the 
morning or soon thereaf-
ter in

Front of the Benguet 
Justice Hall, (Bulwagan 
ng Katarungan), Justice 
Hill, La

Trinidad, Benguet, 
to the highest bidder for 
CASH or MANAGER’S 
CHECK and in Phil-
ippine currency, the 
hereunder described real 
property, more particu-
larly described as follows, 
to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFI-
CATE OF TITLE

NO.016-2011001177
(Registry of Deeds-Ben-

guet)
“A PARCEL OF LAND 

OF LOT 2, BLOCK 16, 
PCS-CAR-001256, BEING

C O N S O L I DAT E D 
AND SUBDIVIDED 
OF LOT 3 CCS-131113-
000040, LOT 2826,

CAD-656-D, CASE 6, 
LOT 2739-A, PSD-131113-
003133, LOT 2738-B,

PSD-131123-003209, 
LOT 2729-C, PSD-131113-
003137, RURBAN CODE:

131113, BARANGAY 
TALOY SUR, MUNIC-
IPALITY OF TUBA, 
PROVINCE OF

BENGUET, ISLAND 
OF LUZON. BOUNDED 
ON THE SW., ALONG 
LINE 1-2-3 BY

ROAD LOT 12(6.50 M. 
WIDE); ON THE NW., 
ALONG LINE 3-4 BY LOT 
3, BLOCK

16; ON THE NE., 
ALONG LINE 4-5 BY LOT 
17, BLOCK 16 BOTH OF 
THE SUBD.

PLAN; ON THE SE., 
ALONG LINE 5-6 BY LOT 
2726, CAD-656-D. TUBA

CADASTRE; ALONG 
6-1 BY LOT 1, BLOCK 16 
OF THE SUBD. PLAN. 
BEGINNING

AT THE POINT 
MARKED “1” ON PLAN 
BEING S. 70 DEG. 19’W., 
4,331-20 M.

FROM BLLM # 1-A, 
TUBA CADASTRE, 
CAD-656-D THENCE; 
29 DEG.. 45’W.,

3.38 M. TO POINT 2; 
N. 24 DEG. 10’W., 6.14 M. 
TO POINT 3; N. 66 DEG. 
51’E.,

13.42 M. TO POINT 4; 
S. 75 DEG. 52’E., 5.25 M. 
TO POINT 5; S. 14 DEG.

08’W., 6.73 M. TO 
POINT 6; S. 62 DEG. 
39’W., 13.07 M. TO 
POINT OF

BEGINNING. CON-
TAINING AN ARE 
OF ONE HUNDRED 
THIRTY EIGHT (138)

SQUARE METERS 
MORE OR LESS. ALL 
CORNERS ARE PS CYL. 

CONC. MONS.
15 X 60 CMS. : 

BEARING: GRID: DATE 
O F  S U B D I V I S I O N 
SURVEY; JUNE 2-30,

2007. EXECUTED BY 
ENGINEER REMIGIO L. 
REYNANTE AND WAS 
APPROVED

ON MAY 9, 2008).
All sealed bids be 

submitted to the under-
signed on the above-stated

Place, time and date.
Prospective bidders/

buyers may investigate 
the above-described real 
property regarding the 
encumbrances thereof, 
if any.

In the event the Public 
Auction should not take 
place on the said date, it

 shall be held on MAY 
27, 2019, without further 
notice and republication.

La Trinidad, Benguet, 
this 1st day of April, 2019.

FOR THE PROVINCIAL 
SHERIFF

EX-OFFICIO OF 
BENGUET

BY: (SGD) GREGORIO 
G. TADEO
Sheriff IV

C.P, No. 09958964226

April 6, 13 & 20, 2019

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDUCIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the intestate estate of the late JOSEPH B. MILO 
who died intestate on July 28, 2013 at Baguio City, without leaving any last will 
and testament and without any outstanding debts, leaving  real estate properties 
as follows: Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-016-2017003332; Tax Declaration 
of Real Property (Building) ARP No. 2010-04-13-00443; Transfer Certificate of 
Title No. T-018-2010001219; Transfer Certificate of Title No.T-83307; Tax Dec-
laration of Real Property (Land) ARP No. 2010-04-01-07500, have been subject 
of an Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate  as per Doc. No. 172; Page No.36; Book 
No. IX Series of 2019  dated March 25, 2019 in Baguio City, of the Notarial 
Registry of ATTY. VICENTE JOSE M. ANGELES.

April 6, 13 & 20, 2019

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the intestate estate of the late HENRY F. 
MANANTAN who died intestate on January 15, 2000 at Baguio City, with-
out leaving any last will and testament and without any outstanding debts, 
leaving  a house and lot respectively covered by Tax Declaration of Real 
Property (Land) bearing ARP No. 2018-02-009-183850 and Tax Declara-
tion of Real Property (Building) ARP No. 2016-02-009-168069, has been 
subject of an Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate  as per Doc. No. 161; Page 
No.34; Book No. IX Series of 2019  dated March 21, 2019 in Baguio City, 
of the Notarial Registry of ATTY. VICENTE JOSE M. ANGELES.

April 6, 13 & 20, 2019

project but to no avail.
Domogan explained that before the alleged contract 

of lease between the bus company and the PNR had 
been executed, Victory Liner is very much aware that 
members of United Marcoville Barangay Residents 
Association are already occupying said area that they 
are being asked to vacate.

 “They have been there occupying the said area for 
a long, long period of time, and in fact, even our office 
had been helping them negotiate with PNR for the 
purchase of the land at an affordable price as subsi-
dized housing project,” Domogan stated in his letter.

Domogan invoked Section 8 Article 4 of Republic 
Act 7279, otherwise known as the Urban Development 
and Housing Act (UDHA) of 1992, former President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo in 2001 issued Executive 
Order 48 declaring properties of PNR which had not 
been used for the purpose for which they have been 
reserved or set aside for the past ten (10) years from 
the effectivity of the UDHA and identified as suitable 
be declared as socialized housing sites. 

The mayor cited Section 1 of the said EO which 
states, “In view of the urgency and need by thousands 
of informal settlers to acquire land ownership and 
shelter security, the non-core properties of PNR as 
are found viable for the purpose, are hereby declared 
as site for socialized housing, subject to private rights, 
for disposition to their actual bonafide occupants.”

The non-core properties of the PNR are those outside 
the boundaries of the railroad tracks and non-utilized 
for railroad purposes, Domogan explained.

He said, if necessary, a final survey shall be 
conducted to clearly determine the areas and parcels 
covered by Arroyo’s EO.  

Domogan said that after the issuance 
of said EO, there had been conferences 
done to have the areas occupied by 
members of the association be acquired 
by them as socialized housing project.  
There were even representatives of 
different government line agencies 
involved in socialized housing who 
attended some of the conferences.

He requested the bus company to 
recall or discontinue their demand to 
vacate since the occupants are members 
of the urban poor who have been there 
since time immemorial and therefore 
protected not only by RA 7279 but also 
of EO 48 Series of 2001.

In 2016, PNR representatives 
conducted a dialogue with the occupants 
in their Marcoville property. The Bureau 
of Internal Revenue set as zonal value for 
the PNR Marcoville lots was at P11,500 
per square meter, the standard value for 
commercial zones along main roads and 
P8,750 for lots in other roads.

However, the occupants have asked 
the PNR for a socialized housing price 
thus no agreement was finalized.

Aside from the Marcoville property, 
PNR also has properties in San Roque 
and San Luis barangays in Baguio City 
as well as in Tadiangan and Nangalisan 
villages of Tuba, Benguet. These prop-
erties were earlier set as part of the 
Aringay, La Union to Baguio railway but 
were deferred by the national govern-
ment with the development of national 
roads./Jessa Mardy Polonio-Samidan

Marcoville residents to...
...from page 2

body stated that with the wonderful and amazing gesture, the 
city to further show its appreciation and sincere gratitude, 
can only hope that it will be allowed to help in the preser-
vation of the trees in any way as may be possible.

On February 4, 2019, the GSIS posted in its website a 
statement to the effect that GSIS will preserve the lone tree 
park in Baguio city that will neither be sold or allowed to 
be converted into a commercial area by any party.

Earlier, the local government offered to purchase from 
GSIS the said property so that it will preserve and protect 
the same considering that it is the only remaining tree park 
right at the heart of the city serving as a breathing space due 
to the presence of hundreds of trees that absorb pollutants 
emitted in the air.

The resolution manifested to the GSIS the local govern-
ment’s willingness to be a partner in the preservation and 
protection of the tree park and that it shall be tasked with 
responsibilities as may be contained in any program or mem-
orandum as may be formulated or entered into by the parties.

Previously, GSIS owns the whole property including the 
Baguio Convention Center and the existing parking area but 
the local government was able to initially purchase the con-
vention facility and the parking area from the State insurance 
corporation sometime in 2012.

The GSIS tree park plays host to more than 500 assorted 
tree species and endemic birds which thrive in the place 
for decades now that is why it has been clamoured to be 
preserved and protected by concerned government agencies 
and the local government for the benefit of the present and 
future generations of Baguio residents and visitors.

In 2004, there was an attempt by a developer to develop 
the property by putting up a multi-storey condominium 
structure but the same did not push through because of the 
overwhelming opposition from the local government and 
residents of the city./Dexter A. See

City grateful to GSIS on...
...from page 2
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April 1 rains - Many people were caught in the sudden rain fall in 
the afternoon of April 1, Monday in Baguio City including students 
of Baguio Central School near the Baguio City Hall./RMC PIA-CAR

cially in times of calamities and disasters. It carries 
the standard evacuation center complex design of the 
DPWH that has gender-sensitive facilities.

 The building complex was conceptualized to give 
comfort and allow the evacuees to move freely and 
normally. The facilities are integrated to support the 
variety of needs for praying, eating and nursery for the 
children to make the accommodation more livable. 

 Aside from the living quarters, it has a dining area, 
a nursing room for mothers and babies, separate 
bathrooms for male and female, wash area, an area for 
garbage disposal, a large parking area, and an activity 
area where “residents” can do activities while staying in 
the facility. It also has an office and infirmary building.

 Utility and ancillary goes hand in hand by providing 
a proper food preparation, storage area, water reserve 
and electrical power needs including alternative 
generator for power outages. Proper garbage disposal 
is also in place to avoid the spread of disease. 

The regional evacuation center is the third facility 
turned over by the NDRRMC to the local govern-
ment units. Earlier this year, the provinces of Abra 
and Apayao received their regional evacuation centers 
from the NDRRMC and the CRDRRMC. 

 Jalad, in his message, said the facility is part of the 
preparation for those who would be affected by the 
different calamities that may hit the province.

 “Ang pagkakaroon ng evacuation center ay sya 
naman pagbaba ng vulnerability at para maiwasan ang 
mas matinding kalamidad ng ating mga kababayan,” 
Jalad said,

He also encouraged the CRDRRMC and the local 
government units to use the halls and facilities of the 
complex building for the necessary trainings on DRRM 
and other related activities to ensure preparation of 
the different individuals from the LGUs, government 
agencies and other stakeholders. 

 Jalad thanked the different stakeholders for working 
together to build an evacuation center. Although the 
building has been completed, he encouraged the line 
agencies such as the DSWD and DOH to provide 
additional needs of the facility for it to be fully func-

tional and be ready during 
disasters. 

In his acceptance 
message, Gov. Pacalso 
t han ke d  Pre s i d e nt 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte and 
the NDRRMC for giving a 
facility that would be used 
by the people of Benguet 
should  they be  affected 
by calamities. 

Meanwhile , Canlas 
informed  that with the 
turnover of the Benguet 
evacuation center, the 
DPWH is now hastening 
to finish the remaining 
five facilities within June 
this year in time for the 
typhoon season. 

Canlas said that it is 
a challenge building an 
evacuation center in the 
Cordillera region with the 
requirements of having a 
3,000 square meter lot 
donated by LGUs.  He 
explained that the DPWH 
has to do several config-
urations on the design 
and the structure due to 
the terrain and several 
hazards of the lots.  The 
agency has to do mitigat-
ing measures that incurs 
additional cost. 

“But rest assured that 
the facility is safe and 
could withstand calami-
ties,” Canlas said.  

Armas lauded the 
facility which will also 
lessen the use of schools 
as evacuation centers 
during calamities. /JDP/
RMC- PIA CAR

NDRRMC turns over...
...from page 3

ment and tourism industry stakeholders vehement-
ly opposed the plan considering that it will deprive 
the city of an airport that will cater to the proposed 
operation of commercial flights.

Domogan expressed confidence that the operation 
of the companies within PEZA will remain robust 
in the coming years so that there will be continuous 
growth in the PEZA contributions that will be used by 
the local government to bankroll the implementation 
of its priority development projects and improve the 
delivery of basic services to the residents in the city’s 
128 barangays.

Among the multinational companies that continu-
ously operate inside the PEZA in Loakan include the 
Texas Instruments and MOOG Controls Corporation.

Companies operating in economic zones are 
granted privileges by the government in terms of tax 

Mayor cites PEZA...
...from page 8

Ambassador Harpaz assured the local chief executive 
of short, medium and long-term partnerships between 
the local government and the Israeli government so that 
there will be sufficient transfer of appropriate technol-
ogies that will contribute in local efforts to enhance the 
preservation and protection of the city’s environment 
and further improve the local tourism industry aside 
from providing abundant sources of water to cater to 
the rapidly increasing water requirements of the city’s 
increasing population.

holidays among others to 
entice more multinational 
companies to infuse addi-
tional investments that 
will translate to the gener-
ation of more jobs for the 
people, increased revenue 
share of host local gov-
ernments and increased 
sources of livelihood of 
the people, especially 
those living in commu-
nities around the estab-
lished economic zones 
considering the enormous 
influx of people working 
in the zone round the 
clock./Dexter A. See

The Israeli envoy was 
elated to learn that Baguio 
was initially planned for 
only 25,000 people but 
its population significant-
ly grew to 364,000 apart 
from the over 100,000 
student population that 
live with residents in the 
different barangays that 
were created./Dexter A. 
See

Isarael envoy vows...
...from page 8

RPOC chair condemns Bauko 
atrocities
BAGUIO CITY – 

The chairman of 
the Cordillera Regional 
Peace and Order 
Council (RPOC-CAR) 
strongly condemned 
the atrocities done by 
the members of the 
News Peoples Army 
(NPA) against govern-
ment forces in Bauko 
and Tadian towns in 
Mountain province 
that resulted to the 
untimely demise of 
two law enforcers and 
the wounding of nine 
of their colleagues in 
separate incidents that 
trace back to Thursday 
last week.

R P O C - C A R 
chairman and Mayor 
Mauricio G. Domogan 
said that the use of 

improvised explosive 
device (IED) which is 
believed to be land mine 
by the fleeing rebels 
against the pursuing 
government forces is a 
gross violation of pre-
vailing international 
agreements on hostil-
ities which only shows 
that the NPA’s operating 
in the Cordillera are 
desperate to escape 
from their pursuers.

Domogan also sym-
pathized with the 
families of the two 
policemen who were 
killed in the separate 
encounters, particular-
ly Patrolman Wilfredo 
Padawil of Sagada, 
Mountain Province 
and Police CPL. Marlon 
Casil of Kibungan, 
Benguet who were 
killed in an encounter 
last March 28, 2019 

in sitio Malabagan, 
Bagnen Proper, Bauko, 
Mountain province and 
the explosion of the 
land mine between the 
boundary of Bauko and 
Tadian towns last April 
2, 219, respectively.

“We want lasting 
peace to reign in our 
region. We do not 
deserve such atroci-
ties that paints a bad 
image of the peace and 
order situation in our 
region, thus, we call 
on our brothers and 
sisters in the communist 
movement to start going 
back to the fold of the 
law for them to live a 
peaceful life,” Domogan 
stressed.

The local  chief 
executive also wished 
the wounded policemen 
speedy recover from the 
injuries they 

sustained from the said 
untoward incidents.

T h e  e n c o u nt e r 
between the communist 
rebels and the police 
personnel on March 
28, 2019, was followed 
by another running gun 
battle between the same 
forces in the afternoon 
of March 31, 2019 when 
the pursuing govern-
ment forces were hit by 
a landmine explosion at 
the boundary of Bauko 
and Tadian towns last 
April 2nd.

Domogan pointed out 
it is unfair on the part 
of the government to 
be advocating for peace 

and reconciliation with 
the communist rebels 
if the other party does 
not have the sincerity to 
pursue the peace talks, 
either on a national 
or local scale, as they 
continue to do atroci-
ties against the govern-
ment side which runs 
counter to their desire 
to have lasting peace in 
the country.

He urged civilians to 
immediately report to 
the concerned authori-
ties the presence of sus-
picious-looking indi-
viduals in their places 
so that appropriate 
actions could be taken 

by the police or military, 
especially against those 
who have evil intentions 
of creating trouble just 
to ruin his prevailing 
peace and order in a 
certain locality.

According to him, 
the vigilance of people 
on what is happening 
in their neighbourhood 
will be a big deterrent 
to the occurrence of 
incidents that compro-
mises the safety and 
security of the residents 
in a certain area because 
government forces will 
have the chance to neu-
tralize such illegal activ-
ities./Dexter A. See
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ISRAEL AMBASSADOR'S CALL - Mayor Mauricio Domogan and City Social 
Welfare Development Officer Betty Fangasan present the city's symbolic key and 
tokens to Israel Ambassador to the Philippines   Rafael Harpaz and  his wife 
Shulami during a courtesy call  last April 3. Ambassador Harpaz promised to 
share his country’s  advanced technology in agriculture and water harvesting  as 
His Excellency  recalled the generosity of   the Filipino people in helping Jew 
refugees  during dark period of  World War II./By Bong Cayabyab 

Mayor cites 
PEZA contributions to city, reg’l 
economy
BAGUIO CITY  – 

Mayor Mauricio 
G. Domogan under-
scored that the contin-
uous operation of the 
State-run Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority 
(PEZA) has significantly 
contributed in sustain-
ing the robust growth 
of the city and regional 
economy over the past 
several years, owing it to 
the robust growth in the 
semi-conductor industry 
among other multination-
al companies operating 
in the Loakan-based 
economic zone.

The  lo ca l  ch ie f 
executive admitted that 
PEZA contributes to the 
city’s coffers some P160 
to P220 million annually 
representing the local 
government’s 40 percent 
share from the gross 
revenues generated by 
the operation of the mul-

tinational companies 
operating inside the 
economic zone aside 
from the employment 
that the companies 
provide to more than 
10,000 people from all 
walks of life coming 
from the different parts 
of the Baguio-La Trini-
dad-Itogon-Sablan-Tu-
ba-Tublay (BLISTT) area.

“Baguio City is lucky to 
play host to the operation 
of  the  Phi l ippine 
Economic Zone Authority 
because of its enormous 
contributions to the city 
and regional economic 
growth over the past 
several years. The local 
government continues 
to benefit in terms of the 
direct remittance of the 
city’s share from the gross 
revenues generated by the 
zone annually,” Domogan 
stressed.

Under the PEZA law, 
local governments hosting 
the operation of economic 
zones are entitled to get a 

share of 40 percent of the 
gross revenues generated 
by the zones within their 
areas of jurisdiction.

According to him, 
the local government 
continues to extend the 
appropriate assistance to 
the PEZA to locate the 
suitable areas where its 
companies could expand 
so that more investors will 
be encouraged to invest 
in the city and contrib-
ute in spurring the city’s 
economic growth.

In 2017, the Cordil-
lera bested all the other 
17 regions in terms of 
economic growth when 
it realized a 12.1 percent 
growth, the highest 
among all the regions in 
the country wherein bulk 
of the recorded growth 
was contributed by the 
PEZA.

Earlier, PEZA was 
looking into the Loakan 
airport as its expansion 
area but the local govern-

Kennon Road remains closed 
this weekend
BAGUIO CITY - The  

Kennon Road will 
remain closed to traffic  
this weekend for the 
safety of motorists as 
per advisory of the Cor-
dillera Regional Disaster 
Risk Reduction and 
Management Council 
(CRDRRMC).

The scheduled opening  
of Kennon  Road for light 
vehicles  this weekend 
(6:00PM of April 5 to 
6:00AM of April 8)   was 
cancelled by CRDRRMDC 
chairperson, Office of 

Civil Defense 
Regional Director 
Albert Mogol 

upon the recommenda-
tion of Tuba Municipal 
Police  due to  falling rocks 
caused by rainfalls in the 
past few days. 

Motorists are also 
advised to take safety 
measures when travers-
ing other routes coming 
in and out of Baguio City 
namely Marcos Highway, 
Naguilian Road and the 
Asin-Nangalisan-San Pas-
cual-Tubao Road.

Department of Public 
Works and Highways 
R e g i on a l  D i re c tor 

Tiburcio Canlas said their 
office with   CRDRRMC  

and Task Force Kennon 
Road  are   conducting 
continuous monitoring of 
Kennon Road and other 
roads leading to Baguio 
City and Benguet to 
ensure safety of the road 
and the other structures 
especially after  the heavy 
rains in the past days.

Kennon Road has been 
opened for light vehicles 
on a two-way scheme on 
weekends since  March 15 
to divert traffic coming 
in and out of Baguio 
City. Such scheme, 
however, is subject to 
change depending on 
the situation of the road 
such as  presence of falling 
rocks. 

Canlas  re iterated    
Kennon Road cannot  
be fully opened  yet 
since road construction 
including rock neting 
or slope protection and 
other improvements are 
still being done.  These 
are measure needed to 
be done to ensure the 
integrity and safety of  the 
road line.  

 He called on residents 
along the area to bear 
with the temporary road 
scheme since   construc-
tion being done in Kennon 
road would benefit them 
in the long run./(JDP/
RMC-PIA CAR)

Israel envoy vows technical 
aid to Baguio
BAGUIO CITY – Israeli 

Ambassador to the 
Philippines Rafael Harpaz 
assured Mayor Mauricio 
G. Domogan that the 
Israeli government will 
be extending the appro-
priate technical assistance 
to the local government 
for the propagation of 
endemic tree species and 
water recycling to boost 
the city’s local tourism 
industry and to sustain its 

identity as one 
of the premier 
tourist desti-

nations in the country.
Harpaz,  his  wife 

Shulamit and officials 
of the Israeli embassy 
paid a courtesy call 
to mayor Domogan 
Wednesday afternoon 
where possible partner-
ships on the promotion 
of the local tourism 
industry, the provision 
of technical assistance on 
water recycling, agricul-

ture, among others were 
discussed between the two 
officials aside from the 
healthy discussion on the 
rich culture and history of 
Israel and the Philippines.

“We  are  d e e ply 
impressed on the friendly 
people, the good climate 
and the potentials for 
greater economic activ-
ities of Baguio City.  We 
will extend whatever 
technical assistance that 
will be needed by the local 
government to improve its 
supply of potable water 
through various tech-

nologies and 
the propagation 
of endemic tree 
species that will 
help boost the 
city’s tourism 
i n d u s t r y , ” 
A m b a s s a d o r 
Har p az  to ld 
Mayor Domogan 
d u r i n g  t h e 
courtesy call.

He disclosed 
I s r a e l  h a s 
available tech-
nologies 

on water recycling, salination among other applica-
ble technologies that will help in improving the city’s 
agriculture sector that will serve as an added boost to 
the sustainable growth of the local tourism industry.

According to him, some of the 30,000 Filipino care-
givers working in Israel come from Baguio city and 
other parts of the Cordillera and their Israeli employers 
are impressed on the dedication and patience of the 
Overseas Filipino workers (OFWs0 in caring for the 
elderly, persons with disabilities and young children 
in their country.

Harpaz likened Baguio City to Spot, a city in the 
northern part of Israel that has quite similar weather 
condition and sceneries to that of the country’s undis-
puted Summer Capital.

Domogan requested the Israeli ambassador to assist 
the local government in finding whatever available 
water recycling technology that will help in treating 
the water discharged by the Baguio sewerage treatment 
plant to be converted into potable water that could be 
used for the domestic needs of residents to add up to 
the existing water sources of the Baguio Water District 
(BWD) to ensure continuous water supply in the city’s 
128 barangays.
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