
Joint operatives of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency-Cordillera Regional Office and 
different units under the Police Regional Office - Cordillera uprooted and burned more than P5 
million worth of fully grown marijuana plants and  marijuana seedlings during the three-day op-
eration at Barangay Butbut Proper, Tinglayan, Kalinga on May 27-29, 2019. (PDEA-CAR photo)

BAGUIO CITY – The City Legal office (CLO) 
disclosed it is handling a total of 498 cases for or 

against the local government filed in different venues 
as of the end of May this year.

City Legal Officer Melchor Carlos Rabanes said 
that 283 of the aforesaid cases are pending with the 
regional and municipal trial courts, 51 are with the 
Supreme Court (SC) and Court of Appeals (CA), 67 
are lodged with the Office of the Ombudsman, 15 
are before the National Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples (NCIP), and 82 are with other offices with 
quasi-judicial functions such as the Commission on 
Audit (COA), National Commission on Culture and 
the Arts (NCCA), National Water Resources Board 
(NWRB), Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC), 
Office of the President, (OP), Civil Service Commis-
sion (CSC), Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR), among other agencies.

However, he disclosed there 13 cases disposed and 
with the required entry of judgement issued by the 
courts where the said cases were filed.

For the first 5 months of the year, 
the city legal officer revealed 485 
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Baguio gives anti-dengue tips 
as it notes 44% drop in cases
BAGUIO CITY -- With 

the start of classes in 
public elementary and 
high schools and the 
afternoon rains, the health 
office here has reiterat-
ed the need to protect 
children from mosqui-
to-borne diseases.

“If possible, they should 
wear long sleeves. Or if 
not, they can check on 
the classrooms of their 
children,” assistant city 
health officer Dr. Celia 
Flor Brillantes told the 
Philippine News Agency 
(PNA) on Tuesday.

Brillantes said parents 
should check stagnant 
water in the classroom, for 
instance in vases, or the 
school compound because 
it serves as the breeding 
area of mosquitoes.

“They can help the 
teacher see the surround-
ings of the schools if there 
is any stagnant water,” she 
said.

Brillantes said mos-
quitoes can breed even 
in soda bottle caps that 
contain water.

“They will breed and lay 
eggs, and the next thing 
we know, we already have 
more mosquitoes in the 
school,” she said.

She also called for the 

regular cleaning of sur-
roundings as a preventive 
measure.

“It is good that we have 
the Brigada Eskwela but 
it should not stop there. 
It has to be continued, 
especially by parents who 
are concerned with their 
own children and other 
children,” Brillantes said.

Once a year, before 
the opening of classes, 
the Department of 
Education launches 
the “Brigada Eskwela” 
program, wherein volun-
teers, parents, students 
and other stakeholders 
visit the school to join 
the cleanup and repair of 
facilities in time for the 
opening of classes.

During the Brigada, 
health offices also par-
ticipate in the activity by 
fogging and spraying the 
premises to drive away 
mosquitoes.

Meanwhile, outgoing 
M a y o r  M a u r i c i o 
Domogan, during the 
flag-raising ceremony on 
Monday, instructed the 
schools in the division 
and health officials to 
work together to protect 
school children against 
dengue, despite the drop 

in the number of cases in 
the city.

Statistics show that 
from May 12 to June 1, 
five cases of dengue were 
recorded in Baguio with 
no death -- a 44.4 percent 
decrease from the nine 
cases recorded in the same 
period in 2018.

"Hopefully, we are not 
dealing with a city-wide 
problem. We are looking 
at pockets of dengue cases 
clustering -- dengue cases 
clustered in one household 
or one barangay, two or 
three being affected. It is 
good it is contained within 
that area so that it would 
be easier to address it,” 
Domogan said. 

B r i l l a n t e s  s a i d 
personnel of the sanitation 
division and the various 
health centers under 
the city Health Services 
Office are reaching out to 
the households, teaching 
them how to clean their 
surroundings.

She said that in assuring 
the safety of residents, not 
only the children, “we go 
back to the basics” by 
cleaning the surround-
ings and ridding them 
of possible mosquito 
breeding grounds./Liza 
Agoot (PNA)

MANHOLE COVERED - In response to the robbery incident that took place 
along Marcos Highway, the City Engineering Office under City Engr. Edgar 

Olpindo installed steel grates on an inlet near a pizza shop which was allegedly 
used by the robbers in carting their loot. – CEO photo. 

Amnesty for power, water 
connections proposed
BAGUIO CITY – 

The City Council 
approved on first reading 
a proposed ordinance 
granting amnesty to 
qualified applicants for 
electric and water con-

nections in the city for a 
period of three months 
upon approval.

The ordinance authored 
by all members of the 
local legislative body 
stated that the local gov-

ernment grants amnesty 
for a period of 3 months 
upon approval to qualified 
applicants who completed 
their application require-
ments for electric and 
water connections but 
are unable to submit the 
same within the period 
provided for by Ordinance 
No. 116, series of 2018.

The ordinance stipu-
lated that thereafter, no 
further amnesty shall be 
granted by the local gov-
ernment upon the expira-
tion of the amnesty.

Earlier, the local leg-
islative body passed 
Ordinance No. 116, series 
of 2018entitled granting 
amnesty to qualified appli-
cants for electric 

and water connections in 
the City of Baguio for a 
period of 6 months upon 
approval which expired 
last March 2019.

T h e  p r o p o s e d 
ordinance explained that 
many qualified applicants 
for water and electric con-
nections are reportedly 
clamouring for another 
amnesty period since their 
applicants were overtaken 
by the 6-month amnesty 
period due to financial 
constraints and lengthy 
compliance with the other 
requirements.

Further, the ordinance 
noted that studies and 
consultat ions  were 
also conducted by the 
concerned offices of the 
local government that 

Collection of congestion 
fee in city proposed
BAGUIO CITY – 

The City Council 
approved on first reading 
a proposed ordinance 
authorizing the collec-
tion of congestion fee in 
the city.

The ordinance authored 
by Councilors Leandro B. 
Yangot, Jr. and Faustino 
A. Olowan stated that the 
local legislative measure 
aims to alleviate the 
worsening traffic conges-
tion in the city, especial-
ly in the central business 
district area.

Under the proposed 
ordinance, congestion 
fee shall refer to the fees 
that will be collected by 
the local government 
from visiting motorists 
to the city while con-

gestion fee trust fund 
will refer to the account 
where all collected conges-
tion fees will be deposited 
purposely for traffic alle-
viation purposes.

The ordinance stipulat-
ed that all visiting motor 
vehicle owners or drivers 
shall pay upon entry to the 
city the amount of P50 .

However, the local leg-
islative measure declared 
that residents of the city 
shall be exempted from 
paying the congestion 
fee as contained in the 
ordinance.

Originally, Baguio 
City was planned by 
American urban planner 
Arch. Daniel Burnham 
in the 1900s for only 
25,000 inhabitants only, 

but the city’s 
p o p u l a t i o n 

has increased to 364,000, 
excluding students and 
day time visitors who 
come to the city to 
transact business.

Further, the road 
network designed in the 
early 1900s were narrow 
considering that the city 
was planned for a pop-
ulation of only 25,000, 
thus, the traffic conges-
tions along the city’s major 
roads due to the rapid 
increase in the number of 
motor vehicles and people 
in the different parts of the 
city.

Yangot admitted that 
at present, traffic is one 
of the biggest headaches 
of city officials but 

also prolonged their 
applications and con-
tributed in the unnec-
essary delays until their 
unprocessed applications 
were overtaken by events 
with the expiration of the 
6-month amnesty period 
earlier granted by the city.

Republic Act (RA) 
7160 or the Local Gov-
ernment Code of the 
Philippines provided that 
local government units 
may, through ordinances 
duly approved, grant tax 
exemptions, incentives or 
reliefs under such terms 
and conditions as they 
may deem necessary.

Previously, the local 
government had been 
grating amnesty to 
qualified applicants for 

electric and water connec-
tion applicants from the 
different barangays of the 
city every 3 years or when 
elections are just around 
the corner to boost the 
possible re-election bid 
of some city officials.

Under the rules and 
regulations in the grant 
of the amnesty for 
qualified applicants for 
electric connections, the 
local government will 
be waiving the issuance 
of the required Certifi-
cate of Final Electrical 
Inspection (CFEI) being 
issued to them before the 
Benguet Electric Coopera-
tive (BENECO) will allow 
them to avail of the power 

Cont. on page 5

Cont. on page 5
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pending cases were being handled by the said office 
compared to the 484 cases pending with the different 
courts and quasi-judicial bodies as of the end of last 
year.

Additionally, Rabanes said there were 353 pleadings 
and communications filed by the city legal office with 
the RTC, MTCC, CA, SC, government agencies, and 
which were also routed to lawyers attending to the 
said cases.

The legal office was also drafted 57 resolutions on 
titled properties, barangay and city needs, road-right-
of-way both private and public.

Further, 15 notices of demolition and 10 demoli-
tion orders were served to the parties concerned for 
appropriate action.

On the other hand, the city legal office reviewed 609 
contracts and memorandums of agreement between 
the city and different parties wherein 481 were lease 
contracts in the city market, 114 infrastructure 
contracts and 14 agreements with transport groups.

Rabanes also reported that the legal office was also 
able to render 28 legal opinions while the outgoing 
communications in the said office totalled to 133 during 
the first 5 months of the year.

He explained in case parties involved will not settle 
their disputes after the issuance of the notice of dem-
olition or the same is not questioned, the demolition 
order on the illegal structures will be issued to compel 
the voluntary removal of the illegal structures or the 
demolition of the same by the personnel of the city 
demolition team under the City Buildings and Archi-
tecture office (CBAO).

The city legal office also provides assistance to the city 
anti-squatting and illegal structures committee which 
is empowered to deliberate on complaints of squatting 
and presence of illegal structures./Dexter A. See

498 cases filed against...
from page 1

 

PDEA, PRO-Cor destroy P5M- worth 
of marijuana in Kalinga eradication
LA  T R I N I D A D , 

BENGUET - The 
intensified   illegal drug 
efforts of the government 
resulted to the destruction 
of more than P5 million- 
worth of marijuana in 
Tinglayan, Kalinga.

Joint operatives of the 
Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (PDEA) 
Cordillera Regional Office 
and different units under 
the Police Regional Office 
– Cordillera (PRO-Cor)  
uprooted and burned 28, 
300 pieces of fully grown 
marijuana plants and 
1,000 pieces of marijuana 
seedlings during the 
three-day operation at 
Butbut Proper, Tinglayan, 
Kalinga on May 27-29.

 PDEA-CAR Infor-
mation Officer Rosel 
Sarmiento said  the 
uprooting and burning 
of marijuana plants  
with total value of PHP 
5,660,000.00  was under 

the PDEA-CAR OPLAN: 
“Linis Barangay XI” and 
PNP OPLAN: “Green 
Pearl Bravo.”

Sarmiento said that at 
least 10 marijuana plan-
tation sites  with a total 
land area of 2,931 square 
meters were covered by 
the operation conducted 
by three teams in the 
different parts of Barangay 
Butbut Proper.  

The operation was suc-
cessfully conducted with 
the concerted efforts of the 
teams thru the Municipal 
Anti-Drug Abuse Council 
(MADAC) of Tinglayan.

 Kalinga Police Provin-
cial Office Acting Pro-
vincial Director PCol. 
Job Russel Balaquit said 
the operation should 
serve as a warning to the 
cultivators to stop their 
illegal activities not only 
in Butbut but in other 
areas in Kalinga and the 
Cordillera region.  It is 

also a reminder to the 
Butbut Proper Barangay 
Anti-Drug Abuse Council 
to do their duties and 
functions and further 
enhance their anti-illegal 
drug campaign in support 
to PNP and PDEA. 

PRO-Cor Regional 
Director Police Brigadier 
General Israel Ephraim 
Dickson praised the 
operating elements  as 
he  warned the cultiva-
tors to stop their green 
gold farming as the gov-
ernment will not stop 
pursuing them and 
destroying their plants.

 He also appealed to all 
BADACs and MADACs 
of the province of Kalinga 
to help the authorities in 
getting rid of this social 
menace. “We cannot do 
this alone, we need the 
help of other stakeholders 
to totally eradicate illegal 
drugs,”Dickson said. 
(JDP/RMC- PIA CAR)

Baguio, 7 LGUs in CAR rated 
outstanding in peace and order
BAGUIO CITY - The 

city government of 
Baguio was rated 90.86 
percent in the 2018 
Peace and Order Council 
(POC) Performance 
Audit earning a first level 
ranking together seven 
other local government 
units in the Cordillera 
Administrative Region.

The result of the POC 
p er for mance  audit 
conducted by the Depart-
ment of the Interior 
and Local Government 
(DILG) regional office 
was transmitted to the 
City Mayor Mauricio 
Domogan Thursday, June 
6 with the corresponding 
reasons for the compli-
ance rate.

Based on the DILG 
report, the city was able 
to perfect its score in four 
out of five pillars partic-
ularly on the presence of 
all required documents 
related to peace and order 
as well as the presence of 
good practice on Inte-
grated Participatory 
Community Building 
Program (IPCBP) for 
Persons with Substance 
Disorder (PSUD).

The performance audit 
team gave bearing to the 
city’s effort in establishing 
its program on PSUD as 
best practice of the City 
Human Rights Justice 
Peace and Order Council 

(CHRJPOC).
Baguio only feel short of 

percentage point on Pillar 
4 having 30.86 percent 
rating out of 40 due to the 
late submission of POC 
reporting forms for the 
first and second quarter 
of 2018 including the late 
submission of the POC 
Secretariat 2018 Annual 
Report.

Also garnering an out-
standing POC perfor-
mance includes the 5th 
class-component City of 
Tabuk in Kalinga with 
82 percent final score 
while Ifugao Province 
had a final score of 87.43 
percent.

In the municipalities’ 
category, both the 2nd 
class towns of Bontoc 
and Paracelis in Mountain 
Province were able to 
get a final score of 93.14 
percent. The same score 
was given to the 4rth class 
municipalities of Bauko 

and Tadian as well as the 
5th class town of Barlig all 
in Mountain Province.

LGUs with outstanding 
final score will be eligible 
for the Most Outstanding 
Peace and Order Award 
after passing a rigorous 
validation phase by the 
DILG central office.

Other municipal LGUs 
in the region were able 
to pass the POC perfor-
mance audit except for 
16 towns that were given 
a failed mark due to lack 
of good practice to comply 
with Pillar 5 checklist.

The LGUs that failed 
the peace and order audit 
include Mankayan and 
Tublay in Benguet; as 
well as the Abra munici-
palities of Boliney, Bucloc, 
Daguioman, Lacub, Lag-
angilang, Lagayan, Lic-
uan-Baay, Malibcong, 
Manabo, Peñarrubia, 
Pidigan, Sallapadan, San 
Quintin and Tayum./Jessa 
Mardy P. Samidan

PDEA needs 100 agents
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
(PDEA) is in need of 
at least 100 intelligence 
officers for its operations 
nationwide.

Based on a press 
statement issued by the 
PDEA-CAR headed 
by Regional Director 
III Edgar, applicants 
must be college bache-
lor's degree holders and 
must have eligibility for 
Career Service Second 
Level Position (CS pro-
fessional/qualified by 
Civil Service Commis-
sion under special laws 
or board examination 
passer).

Applicants must at 
least be 21 years old but 
not more than 35 years 
old upon oath-taking 
and must be 5 feet tall 
for females and 5’2” for 
males.  Members of the 
indigenous groups who 
are under height may 
a Certificate of Confir-
mation (COC) from the 
National Commission 
on Indigenous Peoples 

(NCIP).
No work experience 

or trainings are required.
Those interested 

should submit in two sets 
at PDEA-CAR Regional 
Office, Camp Bado 
Dangwa, La Trinidad, 
Benguet the following:

*Application letter 
(original copy) addressed 
to: AARON N AQUINO, 
Director General, PDEA 
at PDEA Bldg., NIA 
Northside Rd., National 
Gov’t. Center, Brgy. 
Pinyahan, Quezon City;

*Personal Data Sheet 
(PDS) (CSC Form No. 
212, Revised 2017) – 
updated and accom-
plished properly and 
completely (download-
able at www.csc.gov.ph) 
–original copy/encoded/
notarized; email address 
and mobile number shall 
be indicated; and

*Certificate of Con-
firmation (COC) issued 
by NCIP, if applicable 
(under height). 

Applicants may opt to 
submit their applications 
via email at pdeacar.

recruitment@gmail.com
The tentative schedule 

for the qualifying and 
neuro-psychological 
exam will be on August 
17, 2019 for applicants 
from Luzon (Regions 
CAR, I, II, and III.

The venue will be 
announced later.

As per the press 
statement, the plantilla 
position of Intelligence 
Officer I has a salary 
grade of 11 with a 
monthly pay of P 20,754. 

Place of assignment 
will be anywhere in the 
Philippines.

Updates  on the 
calendar of activities for 
DEOBC Class 2019-17 
will be posted at Pdeacar 
Hr and Pdeacar Baguio 
(official recruitment 
facebook page of PDEA-
CAR).

Qualified members of 
DEOBC Class 2019-15 
who took their Qualify-
ing and Neuro-Psycho-
logical Examinations 
(QNPE) last Feb. 2 at 

the Baguio City National 
High School (BCNHS) 
will graduate on Sept. 16 
(tentative).

Qualified members of 
DEOBC Class 2019-16 
who took their Qualify-
ing and Neuro-Psycho-
logical Examinations 
(QNPE) last April 27 
at Lucban Elementary 
School will take their 
oath of office on June 24 
(tentative).

For more inquiries, 
v i s i t  P D E A- C A R 
Regional Office, Camp 
Bado Dangwa, La 
Trinidad,  B enguet 
(look for Joan, HRMO/
Contact No. 074-620-
2319) or browse the 
PDEA website at http://
pdea.gov.ph. – Aileen P. 
Refuerzo
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Tired of Graft & Corruption? Contact Nos. (0917) 5069123, (074) 422-4215 
or you can write  to P.O. Box 1588, 2600 Baguio 
City  e-mail: linisgobyerno@yahoo.com website: 
www.linisgobyerno.org

  is an anti-graft, Linis Gobyerno
corruption prevention and detection office.

Your fish is your future

Lying within the global center of marine biodiversity, the Philippines 
is one of the world’s top fish producing countries, and millions of 

Filipinos derive their livelihood from fishing. However, these rich and 
precious resources are declining rapidly, with research showing that 10 
of the country’s 13 major fishing grounds are already under threat due to 
overfishing, destructive fishing practices, habitat degradation, pollution, 
improper waste disposal, and extreme weather.

It is estimated that the Philippines loses nearly P68.5 billion a year to 
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, a trend that affects the country’s 
economic development through lost revenue and unrealized opportunities 
for local fishermen and associated seafood industries. With fish making 
up the major protein source in the Filipino diet, this decline in fish stocks 
also has implications for the country’s food security, particularly for the 
nearly 52% of fisherfolk who already live beneath the poverty line. Illegal 
fishing practices also put law-abiding fishers and seafood producers at a 
disadvantage in both the domestic and global marketplace.

As we observe the International Day for the Fight against Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing on June 5, I’d like to thank our 
Philippine partners for working with us to address the threats posed by 
illegal fishing and to protect our marine resources for future generations. 

For over 3 decades, the US government 
has worked closely with the Philippine 
government and local partners to achieve 

our shared goal of sustainable fisheries and healthy marine ecosystems. 
For example, the US Agency for International Development’s (USAID) 
5-year EcoFish Project worked with the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) and local governments to increase the number and 
weight of fish by 24% in focus sites. USAID’s new P1.3-billion, 5-year 
Fish Right project, launched in 2018, works with BFAR, DENR, and a 
consortium of local partners to address biodiversity threats and increase fish 
biomass in select marine biodiversity areas in the Philippines. Building on 
the gains of previous USAID-supported coastal, marine, and biodiversity 
conservation projects that introduced an ecosystem approach to fisheries 
management, the Fish Right partnership promotes the sustainable use 
of critical coastal and marine resources, enhances the resilience of these 
resources, and improves the ability of Philippine authorities to sustainably 
manage fisheries – for the benefit of all Filipinos.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
partnered with other US agencies, such as the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), to develop and implement capacity-
building programs for managers of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). This 
effort will continue to train new MPA managers to more effectively address 
threats to Philippine marine resources.

Recognizing the important role law enforcement plays in combating 
illegal fishing and protecting marine resources, Philippine law enforcement 
officers have collaborated with US experts to better utilize sophisticated 
satellite data to detect boats fishing illegally in Philippine waters and 
to prevent and deter illegal fishing. We have helped to train nearly 100 
officers and inspectors from BFAR and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) 
on practical law enforcement techniques, such as how to board foreign 
fishing vessels, conduct comprehensive fisheries inspections, and draft 
briefings and affidavits for prosecutors.

This year, the US Coast Guard led a first-of-its-kind multinational 
fisheries law enforcement workshop in Manila that built capacity for at-sea 
enforcement operations in Southeast Asia. The workshop, which 
included participants from the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
and Indonesia, strengthened domestic fishery enforcement 
in each country and helped to improve regional cooperation, 
coordination, and interoperability.
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By: Sen. Leila De Lima

On Nuelle Duterte’s courage to 
stand up against the current 

regime’s excesses

DISPATCH FROM CRAME

Cont. on page 5

By: Ambassador Sung Kim (www.rappler.com)

Marami sa  a t in 
ang  h in d i  na 

kayang sikmurain ang 
estilo ng pamumuno 
ni Duterte. Mayroong 
mga tahimik lang, dahil 
nangangamba na sila 

 

ay balikan at gipitin gaya ng ginawa sa akin. Subalit marami rin ang mga 
indibidwal at grupo, na isinasantabi ang anumang takot at pangamba, para 
tumindig laban sa mga di-makatarungang polisiya ni Duterte.

One of them is Duterte’s very own niece, who is a vocal critic of the 
current regime and is not afraid to take a stand against the lies and abuses 
of her uncle.

Based on the Rappler article “Nuelle Duterte takes back her name” (2 
June 2019), Nuelle even supported the campaign of the united opposition’s 
senatorial candidates last elections. Though she lives and works in New 
York now, Nuelle expresses her dismay over the incompetence and excesses 
of government officials and the brutal killings brought about by Duterte’s 
War on Drugs.

Umaasa ako na marami pa nating kababayan ang patuloy na mamumulat 
at tutularan ang ipinapakitang paninindigan ni Nuelle. Dahil hindi 
kailanman mapagtatakpan ng mataas na popularidad ni Duterte ang araw-
araw na patayan at karahasan sa ating bayan, ang pambabastos sa mga 
kababaihan, at paglapastangan sa karapatan ng mamamayan, lalo na ng 
mahihirap.

Tandaan natin: Sa huli, hindi lang ang sarili o pamilya natin ang magdurusa 
sa pagwawalang kibo natin sa mga kabulastugan at kapalpakan ng mga 
nasa kapangyarihan, damay din pati ang kinabukasan ng sambayanan.

American scientists also seek opportunities to collaborate with Philippine 
counterparts on marine science research projects. These scientific 
endeavors do not just increase our joint understanding of oceanographic 
phenomena or marine species distribution, they help inform global and 
local evidence-based fisheries management policies and ensure that there 
will still be fish for Filipino generations to come.

Ensuring the health of Philippine fisheries – and the country’s economy 
– will not just require robust law enforcement and improved science, it 
will also require innovative new ideas championed by young Filipinos. To 
that end, we have supported marine-focused education and empowerment 
camps for some of the country’s most inventive and motivated emerging 
leaders. We are proud to see the dynamic youth pioneer new social 
entrepreneurship models in their communities, establish green businesses 
that address marine challenges, and strive to educate those around them 
about the importance of healthy ocean ecosystems.

The US government is honored to work alongside 
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When bullies get what 
they deserve

It's not exactly a freaky Friday, but the headlines today 
won't let us go gently into the weekend. Headlining 

this week: the clash of the Tulfo brothers vs the military 
brotherhood.

Read Glenda Gloria's newsletter for more exclusive 
insight: How to deal with the Tulfos?

But that wasn't the end of that battle. Seems it was 
just the start of a protracted war being waged by the 
military on the Tulfos. With gentlemanly restraint, 
former Marawi general and now Social Welfare 
Secretary Rolando Bautista delivered the coup de grâce.

Today, the soft-spoken Bautista delivered his con-
ditions for accepting foul-mouthed Erwin Tulfo's 
apology. And man, did he keep the volleys coming 
like canons to the left and right of this arrogant former 
news reader.

Demand #1: Multimedia public apologies.
Demand #2 (and this is what will really hurt for a 

wheeler-dealer like Tulfo): a minimum of P5.7 million 
in donations to charities and organizations.

It's sweet justice that leaves us smiling like the happy 
ending of a feel-good movie that sees the bully humil-
iated.

Sometimes, there's justice in this world. (Emphasis 
on sometimes ??)

Speaking of bullies, here's another guy who bullies 
nationalist scholars the way a school siga harasses 
bespectacled classmates. Ronald Cardema calls himself 
and his organization Duterte Youth, "pro-government, 
pro-military and hardliner." He also wants ROTC 
training for grade schoolers.

He recently scored a victory with the Commission 
on Elections en banc. But Commissioner Rowena 
Guanzon says despite the ruling on his substitution bid, 
he still cannot sit in Congress until the issue involving 
the age limit for youth group nominees is resolved.

Commissioner Luie Tito Guia for his part says 
Cardema's party-list group should not have been 
accredited in the first place.

He was part of a 3-member Comelec division that 
initially voted to junk the accreditation of Duterte 
Youth. In a past newsletter, I wrote about the king 
slayers of Metro Manila.

A subscriber wrote back that the original dragon 
slayer is no less than Kaka Bag-ao who ended the 
3-decade reign of the Ecleos of Dinagat – in not one, 
but two elections, first as congresswoman, and now 
as governor.

Dragon slayer is an apt term, because the Ecleos built 
their empire and their palatial mountaintop mansion 
on their patriarch Ruben Ecleo's cult following that 
emanated from his supposed mystical healing powers.

Bag-ao hastens to correct her own myth: the real 
enemies are not her political rivals but poverty and 
inequality.

Philippine government agencies, civil society, 
and inspiring young Filipinos to address these 
challenges. And we will continue to work 
together to advance human and ecological well-
being in the Philippines and to support initiatives 
that ensure the continued health of Philippine 
fisheries. We truly believe that your fish is your 
future. – Rappler.com

Sung Kim is the United States’ ambassador to 
the Philippines.

Editorial...
from page 4

traffic can be at least minimized or controlled to a 
tolerable level with the strict implementation of existing 
traffic rules and regulations coupled with the imposi-
tion of the necessary congestion fees for visiting motor 
vehicles.

He underscored there is also a need to effectively 
and efficiently regulate the entry of visiting cars to the 
city which warrants the collection of congestion fees 
wherein the amount shall be charged from visitor cars 
entering the city.

He explained that the congestion fee collected shall 
be used to help alleviate the current traffic problem 
being experienced by motorists in the different parts 
of the city and that all fees that will be collected will 
be deposited in a trust fund to be used to bankroll the 
implementation of programs and activities to improve 
the traffic situation in the city.

Based on the data obtained from the Land Transpor-
tation Office in Baguio City, there are more than 58,600 
motor vehicles that are registered in the city aside from 
the more than 44,000 registered motor vehicles in the 
nearby capital town of La Trinidad, Benguet.

The ordinance was referred to the concerned 
committee of the local legislative body for study and 
recommendation whether or not the same will be 
passed on second and third readings prior to its full 
implementation.

The local legislative body is currently winding up its 
remaining 3 regular sessions for the term before the 
expiration of the term of the present batch of members./
Dexter A. See

Collection of congestion...
from page 2

connections.
One of the reasons why applicants for electric con-

nections are not being granted such connections is the 
alleged absence of their proof of ownership of the lands 
where their structures are erected which is the major 
requirements for the issuance of the CFEI.

The ordinance was referred to the concerned 
committee of the local legislative body for study and 
recommendation whether or not the same will be 
passed on second and third readings prior to its full 
implementation.

The local legislative body is currently winding up its 
remaining 3 regular sessions for the term before the 
expiration of the term of the present batch of members./
Dexter A. See

Amnesty for power,water...
from page 2

3 female students drown 
in Itogon river
BAGUIO CITY-- Three 

elementary pupils in 
Itogon, Benguet died 
around past noon on 
Friday at a medical facility 
where they were rushed 
after drowning in a river 
during class hour, the 
police said.

Maj. Romel Sawatang, 

Academy located in Sitio 
Karil Calew, Dalupirip, 
Itogon, Benguet.

Sawatang said the 
incident happened around 
9 a.m. along Agno River, 
which is near their school.

“Base on our investi-
gation, the three female 
victims, together with a 
male companion who is 
also a minor, allegedly 
went to the river to fetch 
their companions who 
went to gather some pine 
wood. The three victims 
went straight to the river 
to swim leaving their male 
companion beside the 
river,” Sawatang said.

Sawatang said two 
of the students tried to 
rescue their companion, 
who was struggling in the 
water, but due to lack of 
knowledge in swimming, 
they drowned altogether.

“The bodies were 
recovered by rescuers 

around 10:27 a.m. and 
were brought to Itogon 
District Hospital in 
Kireng, Tinongdan, 
Itogon, Benguet for 
possible revival, but were 
declared dead on arrival 
at the hospital,” Sawatang 
said.

The area where the 
students drowned is more 
than an hour's drive to the 
hospital.

Authorities are inves-
tigating the incident to 
find out why the students 
were the ones gathering 
wood and were allowed to 
leave the school premises 
during classes.

In a phone interview, 
Department of Education 
public affairs officer 
Georaloy Palao-ay said 
they still have to receive 
information regarding 
the incident but pledged 
to look into the incident./
Dionisio Dennis, Jr. 
(PNA)

Itogon municipal chief of 
police, identified fatalities 
as Kyla Mae D. Fernandez, 
Grade 9 student; Dickzy 
Mae M. Catos, Grade 7; 
both native of Ansipsip 
Kayapa, Nueva Vizcaya; 
and Angel Hernandez, 
Grade 9, of Quirino 
Province. They are stay-in 
students at Bless His Place 

Regional body OKs anti small 
scale mining task force revival
BAGUIO CITY-- To 

protect the public from 
the effects of illegal small 
scale mining activities, the 
Regional Law Enforce-
ment Coordinating Council 
(RLECC) on Friday approved 
the move to pass a resolution 
reactivating the Task Force 
Mining Challenge (TF-MC).

T h e  T F- M C  w i l l 
implement the cease and 
desist order (CDO) of the 
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) stopping all small 

scale mining activities in the 
Cordillera.

The CDO was issued 
following a massive landslide 
in September 2018 that killed 
scores of people in Benguet’s 
mining town of Itogon.

“That is a timely reacti-
vation because it is almost 
rainy season and if there is 
indiscriminate mining on 
the mountains or rivers, it 
will just aggravate the effect 
of the typhoon and the heavy 
rains,” said Police Brig. Gen. 

Israel Ephraim Dickson, the 
Police Regional Office Cor-
dillera (PROCOR) head 
and RLECC chair, on the 
sidelines of the meeting.

With the reactivation of 
the task force, the areas where 
there are mining activities 
will be identified to avoid 
any untoward incidents.

“The reactivation of the 
task force will be a pre-
ventive measure against 
untoward incidents. It will 
be a multi-agency task force 
with each having its own role 

like education and enforce-
ment that will be implement-
ed with other law enforce-
ment agencies to avoid such 
[loss of lives and property] 
incidents,” Dickson said.

Following the onslaught 
of typhoon Ompong in 
September last year, DENR 
Secretary Roy Cimatu issued 
a CDO for all small scale 
mining activities in the Cor-
dillera.

To ensure that the order 
will be complied with, the 
agency formed TF-MC to 
implement the CDO. It 
was later deactivated and 
the responsibility of imple-
menting the CDO fell on the 
shoulders of the local govern-
ment unit with the help of the 
police.

No mining activities 
should take place until the 
Minahang Bayan applica-
tions are approved.

Cont. on page 6
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Republic of the 
Philippines

REGIONAL  
TRIAL COURT, 

BRANCH 64
FIRST  JUDICIAL 

REGION
Abatan,  Buguias, 

Benguet

IN  THE  MATTER 
O F  P E T I T I O N 
FOR CHANGE 
OF  FIRST  NAME 
FROM  ESTRELLA 
TO ESTRELITA 
AND  HER  FAMILY 
N A M E  F R O M 
S E L V E S T R E 
TO  ANONGOS,

ESTRELITA  A. 
A N O N G O S  – 
CAYAT,  also  known 
a s  E S T R E L L A 
SELVESTRE,

-Petitioner,

-versus-

THE  LOCAL  CIVIL 
REGISTRAR  OF 
BAKUN,  BENGUET 
AND  THE  PHIL-
IPPINE  STATIS-
TICS AUTHORITY  
(PSA),

-Respondents.

SPEC. 
PROCEEDINGS

CASE  NO. 
16-C-298

x------x

ORDER

Petitioner  ESTRELITA 
A.   ANONGOS – 
CAYAT, also known  
as,   ESTRELLA A. 
SELVESTRE, through 
counsel,  filed  a  verified 
Petition  before  this 
Honorable  C ourt,  
praying  that  after  due 
notice,  publication 
and  hearing,  her  name 
appearing  in  her  Certifi-
cate  of  Live  Birth  on  file  
with  respondent  Local 
Civil  Registry  Office  be 
changed  from  Estrella  to 
ESTRELITA  (first name) 
and  from  Selvestre  to 
ANONGOS  (last name).

Finding  the  Petition to  
be  sufficient  in  form and  
substance,  the  same is  
hereby  set  for  hearing on  
October  9, 2019  at  8:30  
o’clock  in the  morning,  
before  this  Court,  at 
which  date  and  time  all 
concerned  may  appear 

and  show  cause,  if a ny, 
why the  Petition  should 
not  be  granted.

Let  copies  of  this 
Order  be  published  
at  the expense  of  the  
petitioner in  the  THE  
JUNCTION, for  three  
(3)  consecutive weeks.  
The  first  publication to 
be  made  not  later than 
May 26,  2019.

Furnish  copies  hereof, 
together  with  the  Petition  
and  its  annexes  to  the 
Hon.  Solicitor  general, 
the  Provincial  Prosecu-
tor  of  Benguet,  the  Local 
Civil  Registrar  of  Bakun, 
Benguet,  the  Philippines 
Statistics  Authority,  Peti-
tioners  and  counsel.

SO ORDERED.
Abatan,  Buguias, 

Benguet,  Philippines  this 
14th  day  of  May  2019.

(SGD) DANIEL DAZON 
MANGALLAY
Presiding Judge

May 25,  June 1 and 8, 
2019

Republic of the 
Philippines

REGIONAL  TRIAL 
COURT,

BRANCH 64
FIRST JUDICIAL 

REGION
Abatan, Buguias, 

Benguet

IN  RE:  PETITION 
FOR  THE  CAN-
CELLATION  OF  
THE REGISTRA-
TION AND  ANNO-
TAT I O N   O F 
AFFIDAVIT  OF 
LEGITIMATION 
IN  THE  RECORD 
OF  BIRTH  WITH 
PETITION  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE 
SURNAME  OF 
FATHER,

CAMILLE LEOJ 
D E W A C S A 
CAMBOBO also 
known  as  CAMILLE 
LEOJ  CAMBOBO 
BATTUNG,

-Petitioner

-versus-

THE  LOCAL CIVIL  
REGISTRAR  OF 
M A N K A Y A N , 
BENGUET,  THE 
P H I L I P P I N E 
S T A T I S T I C S 
AUTHORITY  (PSA); 

ELMA  DEWACSA 
C A M B O B O  
A N D  J O E L  
T A M O N D O N G 
BATTUNG,

-Respondents.

SPEC. 
PROCEEDINGS

CASE NO. 
19-C-301

x--------x

ORDER

Petitioner  CAMILLE 
L E OJ   DE WAC S A 
CAMBOBO  also  known 
as  CAMILLE  LEOJ 
CAMBOBO  BATTUNG, 
through  counsel,  filed  a 
verified  Petition  before 
this  Honorable  Court, 
praying  that  after  due 
notice,  publication  and 
hearing,  the  respondent  
Local Civil  Registry  
Office of Mankayan, 
Benguet  be  ordered  to 
cancel  the  registered  and/
or  annotated  Affidavit  of 
Legitimation  appearing in  
her  Certificate  of  Live 
Birth  bearing  Reg.  No. 
9700945.

Petitioner  further  
prays  that  after  the  can-
cellation  of  the  said 
annotation,  she  will  
now  be  allowed  to  use 
the  surname  of  her  bio-
logical  father,  “Battung”, 
pursuant  to  R.A.  9255.

Finding  the  Petition to  
be  sufficient  in  form and  
substance,  the  same is  
hereby  set  for  hearing on  
August  13, 2019  at  8:30  
o’clock  in the morning, 
before  this  Court,  at 
which  date  and  time  all 
concerned  may  appear 
and  show  cause,  if  any,  
why  the  Petition  should 
not  be  granted.

Let  copies  of  this 
Order  be  published  
at  the expense  of  the  
petitioner in  the  THE  
JUNCTION, for  three 
(3)  consecutive weeks.  
The  first  publication to  
be  made  not  later  than  
May  26,  2019.

Furnish  copies  hereof, 
together  with  the  Petition 
and  annexes  to  the  Hon. 
Solicitor  General,  the 
Provincial  Prosecutor  of 
Benguet,  the  Local  Civil 
Registrar  of  Mankayan, 
Benguet,  the  Philippines 
Statistics  Authority, 
Private  Respondents,  
Petitioner  and  counsel.

SO ORDERED.
Abatan,  Buguias, 

Benguet,  Philippines  this 
21st  day  of  May  2019.

(SGD) DANIEL DAZON 
MANGALLAY
Presiding Judge

May 25 & June 1 & 8, 
2019

Republic of the 
Philippines
REGIONAL 

TRIAL COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL 

REGION
OFFICE OF THE 

CLERK OF COURT
La Trinidad, 

Benguet

F O R:EXTRAJU-
DICIAL FORE -
C L O S U R E  O F 
REAL MORTGAGE 
UNDER ACT 3135, 
AS  AMENDED

SUMMIT BANK 
(RURAL BANK OF 
TUBLAY, INC.)

-Petitioner,

-v e r s u s-

A N A S T A C I A 
C H I N G  a n d 
SPS. ERMALYN 
AND HILARIO 
DOMOGEN;

-Respondents,

CASE NO. 
19-EJF-2123

x-  -  - - - - - -x 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

SALE

Upon extra-judicial 
petition for sale under 
Act No. 3135 filed by 
Petitioner, SUMMIT 
BANK (RURAL BANK 
OF TUBLAY (BENGUET), 
INC.), a banking insti-
tution duly organized 
and existing under Phil-
ippine laws, with office 
address at 3rd Floor, 
Sia Lian Ting Bldg., 35 
Diego Silang Street, 
Baguio City, Philippines, 
against herein respon-
dents, Anastacia Ching, 
of legal age, Filipino and 
with residence address at 
Bangao, Buguias, Benguet;  
and Spouses Ermalyn and 
Hilario Domogen, of legal 
age, Filipino citizens, and 
with residence address at 
Pappa, Sablan, Benguet, 
Philippines, to satisfy the 
mortgage indebtedness 
which as of June 03, 2019, 
the date the petition was 
filed, amounts to ONE 
M I L L ION  E IG H T Y 
T WO  T H O U S A N D 
SIX HUNDRED SIXTY 
SIX PESOS & SIXTY 
SEVEN CENTAVOS 

(P1,082,666.67), including 
interest and penalties, but 
excluding attorney’s fees 
and all cost and expenses 
of the foreclosure proceed-
ings, the undersigned or 
his duly authorized deputy 
will sell at public auction 
on JULY 09, 2019, AT 
11:00 IN THE MORNING, 
at the main entrance of the 
BULWAGAN NG KATA-
RUNGAN, Justice Hill, La 
Trinidad, Benguet, to the 
highest bidder, for cash or 
manager’s check and in 
Philippine currency, the 
real property, together 
with all existing improve-
ments thereon, with the 
following description, to 
wit:

ORIGINAL CERTIF-
IC AT E  OF  T I T L E 
NO.CLOA-6529

Lot Number: Lot 787, 
Case 2, CAD. 1008-D, 
Sablan Cadastre

As surveyed for: Sps. 
Luis and Arsenia Olsing

L o c ati on :Papp a, 
Sablan, Benguet

 Boundaries : 
SE., along line 1-2 . . . Lot 
795, CAD. 1008-D

SW., along lines 
2-3-4 . . .  Barangay Road

along lines 4-5-6-7 . . . 
Lot 788, CAD. 1008-D

NW., along line 7-8 . . . 
Lot 779, CAD. 1008-D

NE.,  along line 8-1 . . . 
Lot 789, -do-

Beginning at point 
marked “1” on plan being 
N. 32 deg. 17’ E., 1660.22 
m from BLLM # 1, CAD. 
1008-D, thence:

1 – 2 S.  15 deg. 22’ W., 
106.33 m. 2 – 3  N. 76 deg. 
22’ W., 54.63 m.

3 – 4  N. 60 deg. 09’ W., 
41.27 m.

4 – 5 N. 15 deg. 16’ W., 
5.55 m. 5 – 6  N.  08 deg. 
33’ E., 48.59 m. 6 – 7 N. 14 
deg. 17’ W., 46.88 m. 7 – 8  
N. 22 deg. 32’ E., 74.65 m.

8 – 1  S.  43 deg. 41’ E., 
136.44 m.

Area :  FIFTEEN 
T H O U S A N D  S I X 
HUNDRED ONE (15,601) 
SQ. M. xxx

TAX DECLARATION 
NO. 2010-02-07-00088 
Location of Property : 
Amalgamated, Toktoking, 
Guinaoang, Mankayan, 
Benguet Boundaries : 
North: Cristina Cupas 
South: Bawmanguiet 
D. Salic-o D. Diwas, W. 
Severino

East: Alumpit Abyado 
and Pacita Ganasi West: 
Basag Guilando and 
Cristina Cupas

Kind of property 
assessed: Land

Classification: Agricul-
tural Land

 Area: 2,000 ha, 3.481 
ha. xxx

All SEALED bids must 

be submitted to the under-
signed on the above-stated 
time and date. Prospective 
buyers/bidders may inves-
tigate the above-described 
real properties regarding 
the encumbrances thereof, 
if any. 

In the event the public 
auction should not take 
place on the said date, it 
shall be held on September 
03 , 2019 at the same time 
and place without further 
notice.

Done this June 7, 2019, 
at La Trinidad, Benguet, 
Philippines.

FOR THE PROVINCIAL 
SHERIFF

EX-OFFICIO OF 
BENGUET

(SGD)WHINSTON P. 
DULAWAN
Sheriff IV

June 8, 15 & 22, 2019

Cordillera FDA heightens 
drive vs. fake medicines
BAGUIO CITY-- An official of the Food and Drugs 

Administration in the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (FDA-CAR) reiterated on Friday a call to the 
public to only buy medicines from FDA-accredited 
suppliers and traders.

During the Cordillera Regional Law Enforce-
ment Coordinating Council (RLECC) meeting at 
the Baguio City Police Office, Nadia Navarro of the 
FDA-CAR said the public could be protected against 
fake medicines by buying from legitimate suppliers 
and distributors, as well as licensed pharmacies.

She said counterfeit medicines are substandard, 
unregistered or falsified.

A substandard medicine has lesser content of active 
ingredient or below the 80 percent threshold.

An unregistered or unlicensed medicines are those 
registered and sold abroad but not registered by the 
FDA, which only happens when the medicines are 
subjected to tests.

“If we go abroad and we buy medicines and bring 
them home, they are considered as unregistered or 
unlicensed. If used for consumption, the FDA will 
not confiscate them but selling them to the public 
will mean confiscation for being illegal,” Navarro said.

She said the most common counterfeited medicines 
include antihypertensive drugs and antibiotics.

Navarro cited Viagra, a medication used to treat 
erectile dysfunction and pulmonary arterial hyperten-
sion, has a high demand among adult men because of 
its effect on allegedly enhancing sexual performance.

She said Viagra is mainly intended for the heart 
and its effect on a man’s sexual experience is a mere 
side effect.

“It is being sold online at a much lower price, which 
should make a person wary rather than pursuing to 
buy the product,” Navarro said.

Navarro admitted they do not know the extent 
of the problem regarding the counterfeiting of 
medicines.

"Counterfeiting of medicines is a lucrative activity 
but poses high risks to people," she said, adding that 
the FDA has a problem of identifying which is fake 
and authentic drugs, where and who produces them, 

which could also involve 
a syndicate or fly-by-
night operators.

“Counterfeit medicines 
are not effective, may 
contain harmful ingre-
dients, may worsen a 
disease or cause another 
disease. It may also cause 
drug resistance and even 
death,” Navarro said.

She also urged the 
public to report to the 
FDA or the police any 
suspected counterfeit 
medicines and make sure 
to keep the suspected 
fake product bought for 
comparison.

Aside from medicines, 
Navarro said the FDA 
also issues advisories 
about food products, 
which have been banned 
in the Philippine market./
Liza Agoot (PNA)



7J U N C T I O N
The

WEEKENDNEWSJune 8 - 14, 2019

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late LONCIO A. NABULAY, 
who died intestate last March 2, 2018 in Semirara, Caluyan, Antique, 
consisting of a Prepaid Account at Metropolitan Bank & Trust Company 
(Metrobank) – Baguio Magsaysay Branch bearing account number 003-
3-73312299-5 and BDO – Abanao Square Account bearing number 
005460214069 have been the subject of an Extrajudicial Settlement of 
Estate by his surviving spouse and the heirs as per Doc. No. 266; Page 
No. 54; Book No. 07; Series of 2019 of the Notarial Registry of Atty. 
Renato B. Mana-a of Baguio City. 

June 8, 15 and 22, 2019

Dengue vigilance urged
BAGUIO CITY – 

Outgoing Mayor 
Mauricio Domogan 
Monday urged the public 
to remain vigilant against 
dengue fever even as the 
City Health Service Office 
reported that cases in the 
city remained low.

In his address during 
the flag-raising ceremo-
nies, Domogan reminded 
residents to continual-
ly keep their surround-
ings clean and free from 
stagnant water where den-
gue-carrying mosquitoes 
breed and thrive.

“Dengue is a serious 
disease and we have to 
do our best to protect 
ourselves and our loved 
ones against the perils of 
this dreaded illness,” the 
mayor said.

The HSO under Dr. 
Rowena Galpo reported 
that a total of 99 cases 
were recorded in the city 
from January 1 to June 
3 which is 18.18 percent 
decrease from last year’s 
figure of 121 cases.

“Age of cases range 
from 4 months to 82 years 
old (median+22 years).  
Majority of the cases are 
males (55 percent).  There 
were no clustering and 
fatalities reported,” the 
report from City Epide-
miology and Surveillance 
Unit (CESU) Head and 
Dengue Program Coor-
dinator Dr. Donnabel 
Tubera noted . 

Earlier, Domogan and 
Galpo urged the public 
to observe anti-dengue 
measures particularly 
those contained in city’s 
Ordinance No. 66 series of 
2016 or the “Anti-Dengue 

Ordinance of the City of 
Baguio” and the Dept. of 
Health’s ”Mag 4S Kontra 
Dengue (4 S: Search and 
destroy breeding places; 
Self-protection measures; 
Seek early consulta-
tion; Support spraying 
to prevent impending 
diseases).”

“If you are experiencing 
fever for two days, please 
have yourself checked at 
the nearest health center 
because early detection 
is necessary to prevent 
worse symptoms or even 
death,” Galpo said.

The city’s anti-dengue 
ordinance mandates the 
adoption of the following 
measures: 

For households and 
business owners, they 
will be required to 
properly and tightly 
cover all water contain-
ers such as water drums, 
pails, and water gallons 
at all times; properly 
collect, store, dispose 
or recycle if possible, all 
unused tin cans, jars, 
bottles including covers 
or caps, pots and the like; 
check and drain water in 
all plant vases and pots, 
open bamboo poles or 
pipe posts, coconut shells, 
other natural or artificial 
containers that may accu-
mulate water as these are 
potential breeding places 
of mosquitoes; properly 
dispose broken appliances 
and other bulky materials 
which may accumulate 
rain water; puncture or 
cut else properly dispose 
all old or discarded tires; 
conduct search and 
destroy activities inside 
and outside the buildings/

homes by doing proper 
solid waste management, 
elimination of breeding 
sites; seek early consulta-
tion when experiencing 
fever of at least two days;

To wear  protec-
tive clothing and apply 
mosquito repel lant 
during the day; maintain 
all gutters of roof free 
from stagnant rain water; 
ensure that uninhabit-
ed buildings/structures 
must be free from all 
kinds of waste; ensure 
that buildings/structures 
under construction or 
repair must not accu-
mulate stagnant water 
and solid wastes; treat 
abandoned swimming 
pools, water fountains, 
ponds, and the like with 
larvicides or other means 
of controlling vectors as 
allowed by the Health 
Services Office; and mix 
salt water or used oil with 
the stagnant water partic-
ularly in areas which are 
difficult to clean or areas 
which frequently accumu-
lates stagnant rain water.

Residents and busi-
nesses are also required 
to secure clearance from 
the HSO prior to the 
use of chemicals for use 
of killing mosquitoes; 
to only allow accredited 
pest control operators to 
render services with the 
jurisdiction of the city; 
to report to hospitals or 
the nearest health center 
if any member of a family 
has any of the symptoms 
of dengue; implement 
other preventive and 
control measures that the 
DOH or the HSO may 
provide and introduce in 
the future; and to inform 
water authorities of 
broken water pipelines./
Aileen P. Refuerzo

development project in the area.
Based on the latest inventory of the DENR-CAR on 

the number of trees that are still existing within the 
property, there are a total of 320 saplings and fully 
grown assorted trees that are still living in the area.

Moldex still plans to put up 2 additional buildings 
within the identified build-up area of the property 
to complete its overall development plan that will 
result to the cutting of additional trees but experts 
could not yet ascertain the number of trees that will 
be cut considering the absence of the plans for the 
structures that will be erected within the property.

Moldex plans to complete its condominium project 
within the property by next year depending on the 
demand for condominium units./Dexter A. See

Developer juistifies cutting...
from page 8

fill up available slots in 
the Baguio City delega-
tion and provided said 
athletes may be consid-
ered as regular members 
of the delegation only in 
the event that there are 
no other resident athletes 
or students qualified for 

slots.  
In no case will athletes 

under this category 
deprive qualified athletes 
who are residents and/or 
studying in the city of cash 
assistance, allowances or 
support. 

Coaches who will be 
found to be redistribut-
ing allowances of athletes 
who are residents of and/
or studying in the city 
will, after due process, be 
delisted from the roster 
of accredited coaches on 
the ground of misrepre-
sentation.

For international com-
petitions, the additional 
rules will be:

*Only athletes and 
coaches who are residents 
or studying in the city will 
qualify for incentives to 
ensure whatever benefits 
shall inure solely to the 
city and its residents, 

recognizing the fact that 
some athletes are merely 
training in the city but 
are otherwise studying 
or domiciled elsewhere, 
without any intention to 
represent the city in their 
athletic endeavors;

*At h le tes  and/or 
coaches participating in 
the international compe-
titions, as defined under 
Ordinance No. 20-16 
should be part of the 
official roster of national 
team players and coaches 
of the Philippine Sports 
Commission-accredited 
National Sports Associ-
ations (NSA), who have 
undergone tryouts and/
or selection process to 
be part therefor. For this 
purpose, the athletes or 
coaches should provide 
the appropriate certifica-
tions from their respec-
tive NSAs that they are 
bona fide national athletes 
or coaches./Aileen P. 
Refuerzo

Additional guidelines ...
from page 8

through the appropriate processes prescribed under 
existing rules and regulations crafted for the purpose.

“We never delayed the issuance of tree-cutting 
permits to applicants but we have to subject their 
applications to the processes prescribed under existing 
orders. We can issue the desired permit within one 
week from the date it was applied for,” Pablo said.

Under existing issuances of the agency, the central 
office is mandated to issue tree-cutting permits to 
applications to cut naturally grown trees and appli-
cations for 50 or more planted trees while the regional 
office is authorized to issue tree-cutting permits to 
applications for less than 50 trees.

Further, local chief executives are empowered to 
issued tree cutting permits to dead trees and trees that 
pose a serious threat to life and property.

Among the major requirements for the issuance of 
tree cutting permits issued by the agency include letter 
request from the applicant, proof of ownership of the 
property where the intended trees to be cut are located, 
barangay clearance, mayor’s clearance, inventory of 
the trees that will be cut, building permit issued by 
the local government to the property owner, and sub-
sequent validation report by personnel of the agency.

According to him, it is illogical for the agency and 
the local government to delay the issuance of the 
tree-cutting permit being applied for dead trees con-

sidering that the said trees 
do not already serve their 
purposes and that the 
same must be immediate-
ly cut to prevent whatever 
danger it poses to life and 
property.

He said that the require-
ments for cutting of trees 
to be issued by a local 
chief executive is similar 
to the requirements being 
requested by the agency 
from applicants consider-
ing that the initial inspec-
tion for the trees being 
applied to be cut passes 
through the local gov-
ernment unit prior to the 
issuance of the clearance 
which is a requisite for the 
permit to be issued by the 
agency.

He claimed that appli-
cants are either mandated 
to plant the compensato-
ry requirement for the 
trees that are supposed 
to be cut or turned over 
to the agency the replace-
ment of the trees that 
will be cut for the same 
to be distributed to orga-
nizations and individu-
als participating in the 
government’s regreen-
ing program pursuant to 
existing guidelines issued 
for the said purpose aside 
from the seedlings being 
planted in public places 
around the city./Dexter 
A. See

No formal order on tree...
from page 8

On June 5, two farmers were reported to have died of 
gas poisoning after allegedly doing mining activities in an 
abandoned small scale mine processing pond where tailings, 
including chemicals with cyanide, go.

Dickson said they are still investigating the incident.
“Wala pa kaming (We do not have) conclusive report. 

We will provide you with the finding when it is completed,” 
he said.

The task force hopes to have village officials as members 
and deputized agents, who will identify adits (small scale 
mine holes) in their respective areas./Liza Agoot (PNA)

Regional body OK’s anti...
from page 5
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BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY – Baguio City Jail- Female Dormitory staff 
headed by jail warden JCInsp April Rose Ayangwa hand over cash incentives 
after a lunch treat by the  BJMP-LD at Kamayan Sa Baguio/Cordillera (Eat 
All You Can)  Restaurant  to the graduating high school and college children 
of Persons Deprived of Liberty. The schoolchildren of PDLs  received  gifts 
(notebooks, papers, ballpens, pencils. crayons and plastic envelope bags)   from 
the members of the Guardians Brotherhood Tiger Bond International, Inc –Apex 
Chapter  headed by chapter founder Leonora Hernandez and chapter president  
Olivia Quinco based in Hongkong./By Bong Cayabyab

Developer 
justifies cutting of 40 trees 
inside property
BAGUIO CITY – 

The management of 
the Moldex Realty, Inc. 
underscored the cutting 
of the forty nine fully 
grown trees within its 
property was covered 
by appropriate permits 
issued by the Cordille-
ra office of the Depart-
ment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
(DENR-CAR).

Rey Diaz, consultant to 
the Board of Directors of 
Moldex, said the cutting 
of the 43 pine and 6 
alnus trees within the 
company’s 3.1-hectare 
property in Bakakeng 
Central was above board 
and pursuant to pre-
scribed rules and reg-
ulations issued for the 
said purpose to pave the 
way for the construc-
tion of another condo-
minium building that 
forms part of its overall 
development plan for its 
purchased property.

Moldex reportedly 
purchased the property 
in 1990 and started devel-

oping the same in 2013 
when it was issued the 
first tree cutting permit 
and 2 other similar tree 
cutting permits prior to 
the 4th permit which is 
now the subject of social 
media discussions.

In lieu of the 49 
trees that were already 
cut, the condomini-
um developer turned 
over to the Community 
E nv i ron m e nt  an d 
Natural  Resources 
Office (CENRO) some 
2,450 pine tree seedlings 
which was subsequently 
planted by elements of 
the Presidential Security 
Group (PSG) within 
the compound of the 
Presidential Mansion 
during a tree planting 
activity supervised by the 
DENR-CAR last May 24, 
2019.

Under the company’s 
comprehensive develop-
ment plan of its property, 
Moldex will only develop 
30 percent of the total 
land area with the con-
struction of some 7 con-

dominium buildings 
with provisions of a 
3-storey underground 
parking structure while 
the remaining 70 percent 
of the property will be 
devoted for open spaces, 
nature park among other 
amenities to improve the 
scenery of the place.

The tree cutting 
permit was supported 
by a barangay clearance, 
letter request from the 
property owner, mayor’s 
clearance with support-
ing inspection report 
from the City Environ-
ment and Parks Manage-
ment office (CEPMO), 
building permit issued to 
the developer by the City 
Buildings and Architec-
ture Office (CBAO) and 
the titles of the property 
under the name of the 
applicant.

Earlier, the local leg-
islative body decided to 
invite officials of Moldex 
and the DENR-CAR to 
shed light on the alleged 
cutting of some 49 fully 
grown trees planted 
within its property to 
pave the way for the 
implementation of its 

Additional guidelines imposed 
on athletes’ incentives
BAGUIO CITY – Addi-

tional guidelines were 
adopted on the grant of 
incentives and assistance 
to athletes, coaches and 
associations.

May or  Mau r i c i o 
Domogan issued an 
administrative order to 
clarify rules covering 
“exceptional athletes who 
are neither residents of 

nor students enrolled 
in any school who, by 
their affiliation with local 
sports clubs or organiza-
tions in the city, contrib-
ute to the overall develop-
ment of particular sports 
disciplines by providing 
transfer of knowledge to 
local athletes, which ulti-
mately inure to the benefit 
of the City, its residents 

and students.”
As per the added 

guidelines for national 
competitions, athletes of 
said category may only 
be allowed by the City 
Government to partic-
ipate in national com-
petitions if there are no 
other qualified athletes 
categorized as residing 
or studying in the City of 
Baguio.  

They will be entitled 
to  incent ives 
under Ordinance 
Numbered 20-16 
only when they 
are  expressly 
allowed by the 
city government 
to participate in 
national sports 
competitions and 
provided, their 
respective accred-
ited clubs, gyms 
or organizations 

certify that, 
as members 
thereof, they 
have contrib-
uted in the 
transfer of 
knowledge 
t o  o t h e r 
members of 
said clubs, 
g y m s  o r 
o r g a n i z a -
tions. 

They may 
b e  c o n -
sidered as 
a t t a c h e d 
a t h l e t e s 
under Res-
olution No. 
1-16 of the  
City Sports 
Promotion 
and Devel-
o p m e n t 
C o u n c i l 
where there 
are other 
q u a l i f i e d 
athletes to 

No formal order on tree cutting 
moratorium – DENR-CAR
BAGUIO CITY – The 

Cordillera office of 
the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural 
Resources (DENR-CAR) 
disclosed that there is no 
formal order or memoran-
dum from higher author-
ities imposing a total ban 
on the cutting of trees in 

the city.
DENR-CAR regional 

director Ralph Pablo 
informed members of 
the local legislative body 
that the pronouncement 
of Environment Secretary 
Roy Cimatu last February 
when he attended the 
annual alumni home-
coming of the Philippine 

M i l i t a r y 
A c a d e m y 

(PMA) is that it is not that 
easy to cut trees in the city.

He added that Secretary 
Cimatu’s pronouncement 
was never followed up by 
a formal order emanating 
from his office which 
clearly shows that the 
cutting of trees in the 
city will have to pass 

Cont. on page 7


